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^ ^ Watch for Reminder Fliers for these Events in your Mailbox ^ ^
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School of Infantry


Quarterly Family Newsletter


October 2002





Camp Lejeune and Onslow County Resources





American Red Cross				347-3581


L.I.N.K.S. (Get oriented to Military Life!) 	451-1299


WIC (Women, Infant & Children)


-(Health Dept. Site) 612 College Street	347-5002


-(Tarawa Terrace Site)			353-0022


Caring Community Clinic			938-1688


-(Free/Reduced Cost Medical Care)


Navy/Marine Corps Relief			451-5584


Layette Shop					451-3980


Military Police	Camp Lejeune		451-2555


			New River		449-6111


New Parent Support				451-5286


Onslow Community Ministries	     455-5733/5819


(Food bank and much more)
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FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER





Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Stacey Basse, our Newsletter editor, reminded me that this would be the last Newsletter through the holidays. 





This quarter brought some significant events to SOI.  The Commandant of the Marine Corps promoted Sergeant J. P. McGuire, SOI Instructor of the Year, to Staff Sergeant meritoriously on the Camp Geiger Parade field.  Corporal B. H. Rogers was presented the Navy Marine Corps Medal by MajGen D. M. Mize for life saving actions with a student during a hand grenade mishap.  





Both of these Marines represent all that is great about SOI.  The news of Staff Sergeant McGuire and Cpl Rogers’ accomplishments set up the news that the Commandant has decided favorably regarding the elevating of the status of both the School and our Instructors.  We are working out all of the details and expect them to be published Corps-wide by message in September or October.  





What will this mean for SOI and it’s Staff?  Included will be staffing increases for the training companies, staffing and course additions to formalize enlisted infantry MOS progression training at AITC, and the establishment of the MOS of 8513: Marine Combat Instructor.  The assignment of this new MOS will now include formalized training (7/8 week school under instruction/TEMINS) for all inbound prospective instructors.  





Language in the document will establish enlisted promotion boards equating Combat Instructor duty with that of  Drill Instructors and Recruiters, and Meritorious Promotions to Gunnery Sergeant and Staff Sergeant (2/10) exclusive to the two SOI’s.  





Actual implementation, including “grand-fathering” of previous/current instructors, and allocation of Special Duty Assignment billets are still being worked out.  This is great news for SOI and it will be the delivery of the Commandant’s promise to our hard working instructors.  





This will make for a great celebration at our School Birthday Ball on 26 October, where we will be honored to have General A. M. Gray, 29th Commandant of the Marine Corps as our Guest of Honor.  Especially fitting since it was Gen Gray whom established SOI in 1988.  





In closing, this has been an exciting few months for SOI.  The next half-year promises even greater things for the School.  Though early, happy Marine Corps Birthday and my best for the holiday season  





- Col. M. G. Spiese
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Hey Moms (or Dads)!  Would you like to make new friends for you and your little one?





Then join our playgroup! All SOI families are welcome - children of all ages!  We meet every Wednesday at 10am (locations vary).





If you are interested please contact Michele Cameron at (910) 219-8638 mlcameron3377@hotmail.com














Pine Apple Photography 


will serve as photographer.  


The photo package offered for


$18 (+ $3 for S&H if requested) 


will include:


(1) 8x10, (2) 5x7’s, and (8) wallets.  


Checks and cash preferred.


Credit Cards Ok with $1 Fee








FREE CHILDCARE


(Provided by MCCS at the Tarawa Terrace Child Development Center)


4:30pm – Midnight





For information call: 450-1646


You must go to the TTCDC to register (M-F 6am to 6pm) and 


reservations must be 


made no later than 


Wednesday October 23rd





Space Is Limited 


so Reserve NOW!





WEBSITES OF INTEREST


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lejeune.mil" ��www.lejeune.mil� Camp Lejeune’s Website


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.usmc.mil" ��www.usmc.mil� The Marine Corps Website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucci.com" ��www.ucci.com� United Condcordia Dental


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tricare.osd.mil" ��www.tricare.osd.mil� Tricare info and appointments


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mccslejeune.com" ��www.mccslejeune.com� MCCS information at Camp Lejeune


� HYPERLINK "http://www.marinewives.com" ��www.marinewives.com� Filled with valuable information for spouses!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.commissaries.com" ��www.commissaries.com� find a commissary, info about sales & more


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/sites" ��www.dmdc.osd.mil/sites� information about all Military Bases


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dfas.mil" ��www.dfas.mil� military pay, moving allowances, BAH rates, and more!








Turkey Shoot 2002


November 23rd, 2002


11am – 2pm Geiger Tiger


See Page 3 for More Info!








Holiday Party 2002


December 14th, 2002





See Page 3 for More Info!





Tickets Available:


September 3rd through


October 4th


Ticket Prices (Per Person)


Non-NCOs:  $25.00


NCOs: $28.00


SNCOs: $37.00


Officers: $45.00











Would you like to learn more about the Marine Corps?





Would you like to share your experiences as a Marine Spouse with other Spouses?


�


If your answer is ‘YES’ to either,


a L.I.N.K.S. class is for you!





Whether you’ve been a part of the Marine Corps family for a day, a month, a year, or even a decade, you will benefit from attending a LINKS class!   If you want more information about the program, or wish to attend a class, please call (910) 451-1299 or visit their website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mccslejeune.com/links.htm" ��http://www.mccslejeune.com/links.htm�





Is your primary language Spanish?  


L.I.N.K.S. is sponsoring their semi-annual Spanish LINKS class on Friday October 18th 


from 9am until 4:30pm.  Please contact the program office to register or for additional details!











It is traditional during the winter Holiday season to reach out to those near and dear to us who may be having any kind of hard times.  Here at SOI, we follow that tradition by organizing two programs—a food basket program called “Holiday Food” and a Christmas cookie program called “Holiday Cheer”.








The very popular and (therefore very successful) Holiday Food program is organized by the Chaplains and executed by the Sergeants Major.  It is designed to provide a holiday Food Basket to families with extraordinary need during both the week of Thanksgiving and the week of Christmas.  A typical food basket will contain either a Turkey or a Ham plus staples and all the trimmings needed for a good old fashioned home cooked holiday meal.





The food is gathered by the Companies of SOI in the weeks before the baskets are given out.  Company personnel will bring the food to the Chapel where it is inventoried, organized into the actual Food Baskets, and stored until distribution.  Family members and Key Volunteers can expect a call to come help with the chore of making up the Food Baskets when the time comes.





The Holiday Cheer program is similar in its intent but a bit less complicated in its organization.  Every year we have a number of Marines in the barracks who are unable to be with family over the Christmas Holiday.  We like to take them cookies on the Sunday before Christmas.  We ask our families to bake a couple batches of cookies.  Our Key Volunteer Network and Chaplains coordinate the gathering and distribution.   We find that receiving this special gift of Holiday Cheer will lift the heart of many Marines.





If you are interested in helping out in either or both of these projects, please call your Key Volunteer!








How To Register For CREDO


Call (910) 450-1668/1671 or FAX a request to (910) 451-3553


Retreats are FREE (funded by the CMC).  All participants must have a valid DOD identification card.


Registrants will receive complete information in the mail or via fax prior to the retreat.


CREDO uses several different retreat sites.  All of them are away from Jacksonville.


For information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.mccslejeune.com" ��www.mccslejeune.com� and register at our web page located under USMC Family Team Building.








Just for Teens


Women’s Growth


Men’s Growth





Here are the retreats CREDO offers:


Personal Growth		


Marriage Enrichment


Spiritual Growth


Parents and Teens











Have a REAL Emergency?  


Can’t reach your spouse?  


Call the School of Infantry


Officer of the Day at:


(910) 449-0179





Holiday Party 2002


December 14th, 2002   11 am – 2 pm


Geiger Tiger SNCO Club





Bring your family and enjoy a FREE Holiday Dinner, Music and Entertainment (including: Face Painting, a Clown, a Storyteller, and of course, a visit from Santa & Mrs. Claus and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer!)


 


Come enjoy the company of your SOI Family!





(Note: If you are unsure who to contact, please call: Chaplain Glen Krans at 449-0692)





We have experienced lots of change in the upper level command structure over the last few months.  Please take a moment to welcome the newest additions…





Lt Col Brian Catlin


Lt Col Brian Catlin has taken Lt Col Willie Jones’ place as XO of The School of Infantry.





Major Rex Lynne


Major Rex Lynne will take Major Daniel Kreiley’s place as the CO of H&S Battalion.





Captain Anthony Johnson


Captain Anthony Johnson has taken Captain Aaron Cunningham’s place as CO of AITC.





Lt Col Daniel Yoo


Lt Col Daniel Yoo has taken Lt Col Scott Cottrell’s place as the CO of ITB.





Sgt Major Jose Moura


Sgt Major Jose Moura has taken Sgt Major Milton Bartley’s place as the Sgt Major of SOI.














Many others have joined the SOI Family throughout the School recently…





So many there is no way to list you all here.





No job is small, and you are all very much appreciated!




















We WELCOME each and every


new Marine and Family Member !








Please feel free to call your Key Volunteer if you need anything!








Did you know….





Baby Shower and Birthday Party Packages are available from Family Recreation at the Camp Lejeune Community Centers (located at Marston Pavilion, Midway Park Community Center and Tarawa Terrace Community Center).  Both include plates, utensils, cups, decorations, breakdown, and cleanup for groups of up to 25.  The Birthday Party Package is only available for children under the age of 5.  Fees for both are only $35.00 !   Contact (910) 451-2160 or stop by one of the Community Centers for information.


If your neighborhood would like to have a block party, the Family Recreation Coordinator could provide a DJ, moonwalker, tent, and many other items at no cost to you?  All that is required of you is that you pick up and return the items you borrowed.  Contact (910) 451-2160 for details!


You can rent almost anything you could ever dream of from MCCS?  From Camping Equipment to Sports Equipment, to Lawn mowers, to Log Splitters, to Campers with showers, to Utility Trailers, to Children’s Party Games and Moonwalks, to Pig Cookers, to Tables and Chairs, to Generators, to Santa Suits????  Simply contact MCCS at (910) 451-1368/2360 for information.  The list of all equipment is available on line at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mccslejeune.com/recl_frame.htm" ��http://www.mccslejeune.com/recl_frame.htm� 


You can rent Cabins and Cottages and Campsites on Onslow Beach?  Rates are based on rank and are VERY reasonable.  To make reservations stop by the Reservation Office on the Beach, or call 450-7502/7473.  Or check out the information on this website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mccslejeune.com/recl_onslow_beach.htm" ��http://www.mccslejeune.com/recl_onslow_beach.htm�


Pay, Allotment, Tax Information, and the last three LES’s can be viewed (some even modified!) On-Line?


Checkout EMSS: � HYPERLINK "https://emss.dfas.mil/emss.htm" ��https://emss.dfas.mil/emss.htm�  for details - Password Required





THE 227th BIRTHDAY BALL


Saturday October 26th, 2002 **  5pm to Midnight ** Field House – Camp Lejeune





This year, we will celebrate the 227th Birthday (10 November 1775) of the United States Marine Corps.  Each year, Marines join together to celebrate the Marine Corps Birthday.  They celebrate together in style by having ‘The Ball’.  Marines dress in their best uniform – Their ‘Blues’ or ‘Mess Dress’ if they have them, otherwise their ‘Alphas’.  Marines are allowed to bring (adult) guests – and the guests also dress in formal evening attire (Black Tie).  





Spouses with questions about the Ball should contact their Key Volunteer.  Another good resource with information about ‘The Ball’ is located on the Marine Wives Website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.marinewives.com" ��http://www.marinewives.com�) at the following link:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.marinewives.com/ball/index.html" ��http://www.marinewives.com/ball/index.html�  - “Elegant” is the word for the evening.





This year we will all join together at the Field House on Camp Lejeune.  The ‘Cocktail Hour’ begins at 5pm with the opening of four (4) cash bars and two (2) soda bars.  The Ceremony will begin promptly at 6pm.   





The Guest of Honor this year will be General Al Gray (29th Commandant of the Marine Corps).  Other Distinguished Guests will include Medal of Honor Recipients from WWII, Korea, and Vietnam.  





Dinner will follow the Ceremony.   Salad and Bread will be served to all at the table.  To be sure that everyone receives a hot meal, a wonderful buffet style dinner will be served (on China!).  Some of the wonderful items which will be available on the Buffet include: Sliced Roast Beef w/Mushroom Aujus; Roasted Herb Chicken, Grilled Salmon w/ Mango Puree, Buttered Corn, and Green Beans Almondine.  And of course, Birthday Cake for Dessert.




















	








Dance music will 


be provided by: 


SUPERFROG PRODUCTIONS 


Following the Ceremony 


until Midnight.








August 17, 2002 was a bright, beautiful (and hot!) day of fun in the sun for approximately 575 Marines and family members during SOI’s BEACH BASH 2002.  Held at the Gazebo on Onslow Beach, we enjoyed organized (and disorganized) games, plenty of food, drinks, sand, and surf and enjoying each other’s company.  All three of SOI’s Chaplains’ prayers for good weather and no sharks seemed to be answered.





Once again, JC’s Catering provided the delicious picnic style food, and ‘The Big Bopper’ provided the tunes, playing everybody’s favorites all day long.





In the organized athletic contests, ITB was victorious in the Tug of War and MCT won the Volleyball competition.  “Sandman” trophies were awarded at the end of the day.  The children’s Sand Castle building contest revealed some outstanding creativity and talent.  Winners received awards in the “Best Traditional”, “Most Creative”, and “Most Patriotic” categories.  The Egg Toss competition for kids was a real blast!  First, second, and third place winners received gold, silver or bronze medals.





At the end of the day, all present participated in a special appreciation ceremony for our outgoing Key Volunteer Coordinator, Stacey Basse.  She and Gunny Basse are retiring to the white sandy beaches of Alabama and we just had to tell her how much we have appreciated her vision, leadership and hard work!





Special thanks to Sam Henderson, our MCCS Program Manager, for providing the funding and all the equipment; to SOI’s S-3 shop for organizing the Family Day; and to the dozens of Staff members (special thanks to Gunny King) and the Forming Students who did all the heavy lifting.





If numbers are any indication of success, BEACH BASH 2002 was a monster good time!  The number of SOI families who enjoyed this year’s activities was easily twice last year’s turnout.  Plans are already under way to ensure BEACH BASH 2003 is even better.
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“WE UNITE TO SERVE”





“Challenging, Refining, Enriching, and Discovering Oneself”


These words spell out what CREDO staff and volunteers see as their mission in life.





“CREDO is for all,” says Ron Ringo, CREDO’s new Director.  “It’s the United States Marine Corps at its best; a proactive, strengthening program aimed at enhancing Mission Readiness.  At this time we are especially wanting to attract Staff NCOs and young officers to our programs, so that they can see the good things going on here and get their Marines involved.”





Meet Our New Director, LCDR Ron Ringo


Ron’s roots and his heart are in the Marine Corps.  He went through Basic Training in San Diego and graduated from SOI West as an Honor Grad in the early 70’s.  An 0311 by trade, he did one tour and then went into the reserves.  He worked at a police officer in Los Angeles, Ventura County and later in the State of New Hampshire.  During that time he also got his Private Investigator’s license and he still keeps it current.  Leaving police work, he went back to school, got a PhD in Christian Counseling, and went to work as a schoolteacher and then as the Principal at a school in Massachusetts.  He is a licensed social worker and a Certified Trauma Specialist (CISM).  Ron got back into the Marine Corps as a Chaplain right at the end of Desert Storm.  He attended Jump School at Ft. Bragg and is a certified jumper.  With a name like Ringo, you’d suspect he is related to some Old West gunfighter, and you’d be right.  Ron says he is a distant cousin of John Ringo, known as the “gentleman gunfighter”.  Ron invites you to stop by, say “hello” and ask him about all the great new things CREDO is doing these days.





CREDO OFFERS US THE ABILITY TO DO SOMETHING HEALTHY FOR OURSELVES – Make the world go away for one weekend.  No phone, no pagers, no newspapers or radio or TV.  Just a chance to go to a beautiful retreat setting and pull our thoughts and prayers together enough to look at them in a reflective, creative way.  The program is for anyone holding an ID Card.  And is FREE – Funded by the CMC.












































Turkey Shoot 2002


November 23rd, 2002


11am – 1pm


Geiger Tiger





Bring your family for food and fun!  





A Lunch of Pizza and Soda will be served.





Take your turn shooting a turkey to grace your family’s Thanksgiving Day table.  Ok, so you’ll really be shooting at a target with an air gun, but you can really WIN A TURKEY if you are a good shot!





This was a BLAST last year… come join the fun!























The Marine Corps Ball 2002


Saturday October 26th


5pm to Midnight


Field House – Camp Lejeune


See Below for Details























Columbus Day – Monday October 14th











MC Birthday – Sunday November 10th


Veteran’s Day – Monday November 11th


Thanksgiving – Thursday November 28th











Christmas – Wednesday December 25th


New Year’s – Wednesday January 1st














The School of Infantry


Coordinator: 	Stacey Basse  			� HYPERLINK "mailto:TheBasseFamily@gulftel.com" ��TheBasseFamily@gulftel.com� 	


Advisor:	Filomena Spiese 		�HYPERLINK "mailto:filomena@spiese.com"��filomena@spiese.com�			


FRO:		Chaplain Glen Krans		� HYPERLINK "mailto:KransGA@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��KransGA@lejeune.usmc.mil�		





H&S Battalion


Coordinator: 	Deidra Fraser		� HYPERLINK "mailto:seriouschild@yahoo.com" ��seriouschild@yahoo.com� 		


Advisor:	Brenda Lynne		� HYPERLINK "mailto:rblynne@earthlink.net" ��rblynne@earthlink.net�		


FRO:	Capt Steven Kotansky		� HYPERLINK "mailto:KotanskySJ@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��KotanskySJ@lejeune.usmc.mil� 	


S4:		Naomi Kazmar		� HYPERLINK "mailto:kazmar@ncnets.net" ��kazmar@ncnets.net�			





AITC


Coordinator: 	Sandra Agosto			� HYPERLINK "mailto:raul_agosto@hotmail.com" ��raul_agosto@hotmail.com� 		


FRO:	      	Captain Anthony Johnson	� HYPERLINK "mailto:JohnsonAE@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��JohnsonAE@lejeune.usmc.mil�	





SNCOA


FRO:		MgySgt Otten			� HYPERLINK "mailto:OttenJT@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��OttenJT@lejeune.usmc.mil�		





MCT


Coordinator: 	Jessica Pate			� HYPERLINK "mailto:the5pates@earthlink.net" ��the5pates@earthlink.net�		


Advisor:	Kate Hall			� HYPERLINK "mailto:dandkhall@earthlink.net" ��dandkhall@earthlink.net�		


FRO:	   	Chaplain Don Rogers		� HYPERLINK "mailto:RogersJrDW@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��RogersJrDW@lejeune.usmc.mil�	


SNCO FRO:  	SSgt Tracy Marion		� HYPERLINK "mailto:MarionTS@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��MarionTS@lejeune.usmc.mil�		


KV H&S:	Lisa Schmidt		� HYPERLINK "mailto:jschmidt@ec.rr.com" �jschmidt@ec.rr.com�			


KV Echo Co:	VACANT


KV Fox Co:	Caroline Douglass		� HYPERLINK "mailto:cjdouglass99@earthlink.net" �cjdouglass99@earthlink.net�		


KV Golf Co:	Joyia Keil		� HYPERLINK "mailto:joyiamarie@earthlink.net" �joyiamarie@earthlink.net�		


KV Hotel Co:	VACANT


KV Instruct Grp:	Adriana Ames		� HYPERLINK "mailto:ames@ncfreedom.com" �ames@ncfreedom.com�			





ITB


Coordinator:	Brandi Bruce			� HYPERLINK "mailto:brandi@k9proshop.com" ��brandi@k9proshop.com�		


Advisor: 	Grace Yoo		�HYPERLINK "mailto:dgyoo@att.net"��dgyoo@att.net� 			


FRO:		Chaplain Ray Bailey		� HYPERLINK "mailto:BaileyRA@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��BaileyRA@lejeune.usmc.mil�		


H&S Co:	Jennifer Liston		� HYPERLINK "mailto:mjliston32@hotmail.com" ��mjliston32@hotmail.com�		


Alpha Co:	Deanna Gordon		� HYPERLINK "mailto:tazz@gibralter.net" ��tazz@gibralter.net�			


Bravo Co:	1st Sgt Ellis			� HYPERLINK "mailto:ellisjj@lejeune.usmc.mil" ��ellisjj@lejeune.usmc.mil�		


Charlie Co:	Cara Greene			� HYPERLINK "mailto:caragreen@earthlink.net" ��caragreene@earthlink.net�		


Delta Co: 	Michelle Cameron      		� HYPERLINK "mailto:mlcameron3377@hotmail.com" ��mlcameron3377@hotmail.com�	





Information Current as of September 10, 2002








Share stands for: Self Help and Resource Exchange.  It 


is a program that encourages individuals to volunteer and help their community.  With this program you simply 


donate two (2) hours of your time 


to any person or organization (SHARE 


recognizes volunteer time as any time done 


doing something for someone else without receiving compensation – babysitting, taking an elderly person to the store and helping them shop, or volunteering in your child’s classroom!) – Simply volunteering for 2 hours a month qualifies you to purchase packages of food from the SHARE organization for 


a great discount!  Each package costs $16.50 and contains meat, fresh fruit, vegetables, and other staplesSpecial packages are available every month and Thanksgiving and Christmas Dinner packages are available at the holidays for only slightly more than the normal fee.


There are 3 delivery sites in Jacksonville (MCAS New River Chapel, St. Anne’s Church, and Midway Park).  Please contact Sandra Wyrick at the Jacksonville-Onslow Volunteer Center at 


(910) 938-4357 for further information and program schedules. 

















The Key Volunteer Team is a valuable part of The Marine Corps – even in a non-deployable unit.  Who would you call if you NEEDED to reach your husband but couldn’t locate him?  What if it was after hours?   Your Key Volunteer Network is always available to help you in your hour of need!





Do you have a couple hours a month to spare?  Are you interested in becoming a Key Volunteer?





Even if you think you don’t have the time to become a Key Volunteer, we’d LOVE your help with one (or many) of the projects we are working on – This Newsletter is just one of them!  We also have the up and coming:  Welcome Aboard Program, New Baby Program, and the SOI Family Website!





If you have time – or ideas – or questions – WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!!





Please contact: Stacey Basse  (910) xxx-xxxx or � HYPERLINK "mailto:TheBasseFamily@gulftel.com" ��TheBasseFamily@gulftel.com� 





The Jewish New Year marks the number of years since the Creation process began as mentioned in the opening chapters to the Book of Genesis. This year marks 5759 years from the event. In Hebrew, Rosh Hashanah means the "head of the year." It is also called the Feast of the Trumpets. The blowing of a ram's horn, a shofar, proclaims Rosh Hashanah, and summons Jews to religious services that mark the beginning of the year 5763 and the month of Tishri.  Jews used the ram's horn as a trumpet in Biblical times to announce the new moon, holidays, and war. Today, a variety of horns are used, including curved antelope horns.





Rosh Hashanah (September 8-9 2002) marks the beginning of a solemn time of year for Jews around globe. It is the beginning of the Ten Days of Repentence ending with the holiday of Yom Kippur (September 16 2002). It is time for deep introspection when we measure all of the things that we have done during the past year, and seek forgiveness from all of those people whom we have wronged as well as to forgive those who have hurt us (even though we should be doing these things on a daily basis).  Rosh Hashanah is the day on which G-d created Man, Adam, G-d’s final and most precious creation. Each Rosh Hashanah, the birthday of Mankind, we proclaim G-d as our one and true King. We then reaffirm our desire to serve him every moment of our lives. At this same time, G-d reviews the status of his creation and determines if he or she merits another year in this world.


 	


Rosh Hashanah observances vary. Orthodox Jews celebrate Rosh Hashanah for two days. Reform Jews often observe it for only one day. In Biblical times the moon, not the calendar, determined dates for festivals. Witnesses watching the sky proclaimed the new moon. Since Rosh Hashanah falls on the first day of the month, people living far from Jerusalem did not have time to learn the exact date. Even those living near Jerusalem could miss the festival if the witnesses did not arrive on time. So, two days were set aside for observance so everyone would have time to participate.





Yom Kippur, which in 2002 began at sunset September 15th, and lasted until sunset September 16th, is one of the most serious Jewish holidays. Jews who do not regularly observe other holidays often make an exception for Yom Kippur, which occurs on the tenth day of the Hebrew month of Tishri. This is judgment day. Many Jews practice repentance, say prayers, and give charity to obtain God's forgiveness for any sins made in the past year. Yom Kippur is the culmination of a process that began a month earlier, during the Hebrew month of Elal. It follows Rosh Hashanah and the New Year's activities.





On Yom Kippur, Jews refrain from eating and engaging in "frivolous" activities in the week following Rosh Hashanah.  It is spent in soul-searching and repentance, culminating in the Day of Atonement. Yom Kippur marks the end of the penitential period. The most significant aspect of the day is the twenty-four hour fast, in which every adult Jew is required to participate. Fasting, sincerely observed, helps to provide an exalted mood, enabling us to spend a complete day in the atmosphere of the synagogue. It helps us to solidify the people of Israel through a united act. It serves to strengthen us in our struggle to overcome temptation. It teaches us the necessity for self-denial, which is essential to self-improvement.





Have you ever wondered about other religions other than your own?  I have!  Every year I see the Jewish Holidays on the Calendar and wonder about them – So let’s take an opportunity to learn about these Holidays – where they began, and what they mean to those who celebrate them.  A great big THANK YOU to Captain Jana Kofman for sharing this information with us all!





HOLIDAY FOOD


&


HOLIDAY CHEER


PROGRAMS
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