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FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER





Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live in another country?  Do you enjoy traveling to new places?  Do you like to try different kinds of foods? Do you find it interesting to meet people who speak another language and think differently than you do?





In a manner of speaking that is exactly what life in the military offers you.  When you think about it, you’ll see that when you married your military spouse, you were taken to live in a strange place far from home.  You learned to tell time differently.  You learned a good many new words for familiar things.  In addition, you met some people you’d probably never have met before from different cultures, religions, and ethnic groups.  You’ve probably celebrated each other’s holidays and shared your own distinctive foods and traditions.





As fascinating as this can be, this time of year brings a different sort of yearning.  This is the time when people usually gather to celebrate the holidays and ring in a new year.  Unfortunately, military families are often separated from their loved ones by time and distance.  If this is true of you or anyone you know, you realize you can feel a little lonely, even though you are surrounded by thousands of other people.  I ask you to be sensitive to that, and help however you can.





Please think about what you can do to help yourself, your spouse, your children, and other members of our SOI family this year.  Maybe you know someone –perhaps a young family whose military spouse has duty over the Christmas holidays, perhaps a single Marine who will spend the holidays in the barracks – who is feeling a little lonely.  Think of how you can reach out to this SOI family member and make his/her holiday a little brighter.





Thank you for all you do to make our SOI family stronger and healthier.  Have a wonderful holiday season!





Colonel Spiese
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SOI? 





December 23, 2001 – The Great Cookie Caper


February 2002 – Key Volunteer Appreciation


March 2002 – CREDO Single Marine Retreat


April 13, 2002 – Jane Wayne Day


April 2002 – CREDO Marriage Enrichment Retreat


2002 Training Classes for New Key Volunteers








HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVES A SUCCESS





A long-standing tradition that Marines take care of each other translates into a delicious activity during the Winter Holiday Season across the entire Corps.  Once again, Camp Geiger Marines were no exception.


During the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, Marines and their spouses were encouraged to contribute food items through their work centers.  The Sergeants Major and the Chaplains worked together to get all the food collected, put into “baskets” and distributed to Marines and Sailors and their families who could use a little extra holiday cheer this year.  In the Thanksgiving Phase of the program, 54 Marines received Food Baskets.  MCCS, “The Hem of His Garment”, ITB, and MCT all donated frozen turkeys; the Key Volunteers had a work-day to help fill the “baskets” at the Chapel, and the food was distributed on November 20 and 21.  At the time of this writing, the Christmas Phase is still going on and the final count is not known.  We anticipate at least an equal number will receive baskets.  THANK YOU!!!TO ALL WHO HELPED.  


�





“SOI Instructor’s Quick Reaction A Lifesaver”


reported by Sgt Sharon M. Allen, SOI PAO Staff





CAMP GEIGER, N.C. – Hero is not a title Sgt. John J. Huber wears comfortably.  However, his quick actions in a recent training exercise have earned him praise for preventing serious injury.


During live-fire grenade training November 29 here, Huber threw a student from harms way when the errant toss of a live grenade bounced off the pit wall back at them.


Huber was one of four instructors in the live-fire pits, and this was his first time teaching students with live grenades…Huber said there was no time for fear, just reaction.


Training incidents are rare at SOI because the staff takes every precaution to make sure they don’t happen.  When they do, however, the instructors are prepared to make sure nobody gets hurt.  This incident has opened the eyes of the students to the importance of awareness and attention to safety.





(Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.usmc.mil" ��www.usmc.mil� to read the entire story)





JANE WAYNE DAY, 2002


CAMP DEVIL DOG, N.C.


Combine sun, sand, demonstrations of various small arms, and the Confidence Course demo; add a carnival atmosphere for the kids and a catered BBQ, and you have a sure-fire recipe for a memorable family event.  Around here we call it JANE WAYNE DAY.


.


All SOI spouses and family members are encouraged to come out to Camp Devil Dog on Saturday, April 13, 2002 for the School’s annual “JANE WAYNE DAY”.  





We want to give our Marines a chance to show off what they do for their families and also just have a good time together.  That’s what Jane Wayne Day is all about.





Baby sitting and child care will be available on-site as well as a “Moonwalk”, and games for the older children.





The day is scheduled to begin around 9:00 A.M. and end around 2:00 P.M.  Family members should plan to meet at Camp Devil Dog before the official start time in order to ensure we stay on schedule.  





The day has been carefully planned to provide the maximum amount of instruction and fun for all.  More information will follow but for now, mark your calendars and plan to attend.





CREDO OFFERING A FULL RANGE OF RETREATS IN 2002





CREDO – “The Chaplains Religious Education Development Operation” is in the retreat business.  At last count, CREDO has 28 retreats on its schedule, and they’re still adding more.





Funded by the Commandant of the Marine Corps, CREDO offers seven diffeent types of retreats:


*Personal Growth Retreat


*Marriage Enrichment Retreat


*Spiritual Growth Retreat


*Teen Retreat


*Womens Growth Retreat


*Mens Growth Retreat


*Family Retreat





In addition, CREDO is sponsoring three retreats in 2002 JUST FOR CAMP GEIGER Marines and their families.


*January 18, 19, 20 – a special Personal Growth Retreat for SEPS and MRP students (at the Camp Geiger Chapel).


*March 15, 16, 17 – a Personal Growth Retreat for Single Marines (at Ft. Caswell Retreat Center).


*April 26, 27,28 – a Marriage Enrichment Retreat for Camp Geiger Marines and spouses (at the Geiger Tiger).





Call Chaplain Krans (449-0699), Chaplain Bailey (449-0410), or Chaplain Rogers (449-0361) for registration and information.





Training Dates for Key Volunteers:


Marine Corps Family Team Building Center offers regular training courses for new Key Volunteers.  The next scheduled training date is: ___________


Call Kathryn Smith for registration and information at 451-7550.





                               Remember how Busch Gardens was giving away free admission for Active Duty until the end of the year?  Well, DISNEY WORLD AND DISNEY LAND are doing the same thing in 2002.  Each active duty military member is eligible for one complimentary seven-day ticket between January 1, 2002 and April 30, 2002.  Active duty are also eligible for discounts at certain Disney resorts.  Ticket discounts are also available to family and friends of active duty.  For information and reservations, call: 407-939-7424.





COMMUNITY RESOURCES FOR YOU TO USE:





L.I.N.K.S. (Helps families get oriented to the Military and the area)





CREDO (retreat ministry to personal growth the marriage enrichment)





KEY VOLUNTEERS (information, referral, sponsoring, and mentoring for Marine families)





PREP (Marriage Communication seminar)





NEW PARENT SUPPORT (Helping new parents feel confident in their new role)





W.I.C. (financial aid for women with infant children)





ONSLOW COMMUNITY MINISTRIES (food bank and much more)





CARING COMMUNITY CLINIC (free/reduced cost medical care)





NAVY/MARINE CORPS RELIEF (zero interest loans in cases of emergency)





CALL YOUR KEY VOLUNTEER FOR FURTHER INFORMATION





What Is A Key Volunteer?


The Key Volunteer performs a vital function in matching resources to the needs of families.  Her/his performance is directly linked to the quality of life and morale of families within the unit.  She/he also helps less experienced families learn to be more self sufficient.  She/he is a totally confidential friend and advisor.





Why Call Your Key Volunteer?


Are you new to …


The Area?  The Marine Corps?  Married Life?


Are You Having Difficulty…


Finding a Job?  Finding Childcare?  With Finances?





We can help you with all those things, or we can direct you to someone who can.


Questions, Concerns and Happy or Sad Things… 


We are on the other end of the Phone!





SO, WHO YOU GONNA CALL?





KEY VOLUNTEERS





SOI: 


Coord:


Adv: Filomena Spiese 


FRO: Chap Krans 449-0692





H&S 


Coord: Stacey Basse 


Adv: Linsie Kreiley 


FRO: Capt Burgess 





ITB 


Coord: Nancy Ashton 


Adv: Kyle Cottrell 


FRO: Chap Bailey 449-0410





MCT 


Coord: Jessica Pate 


Adv: Kate Hall 


FRP: Chap Rogers 





SNCOA


SSGT Terrance Gamble 





AITC 


Coord: Jennifer Cunningham 


FRO: Capt Aaron Cunningham 








TT GYM


If you want to get out of the house, now is your chance.  The Tarawa Terrace Fitness Center can meet your needs – personal trainer, aerobic classes, sauna, weight lifting of all kinds, treadmills, stair steppers, free rental of jogging strollers, must I go one?  For those of us with children, they even have FREE childcare for babies 6 months to children up to six years.  Hey, now we don’t have any excuses at all!!!





Call 451-0007 for answers


M-Th: 5a-10p       F: 5a-8p


Sat: 8a-7p       Sun: 10a-6p





GEIGER CHOW HALL IS TOPS!!!


You’ve probably heard the rumors, now here is the straight scoop from the man who runs the place.  Steak and Lobster is being served every Friday until further notice, and family members are authorized to eat there!  The policy is the same as always: “Family members are invited on certain holidays, Sunday brunch, and “special events”, like “Family Days”.  Fridays are now Family Days at our chow hall and family members pay the discounted rate.  For Friday lunch, it’s $2.75.  BON APPETIT!!!





THE GREAT CHRISTMAS COOKIE CAPER  On December 23, 2001, Key Volunteers and family members of our SOI Marines will bring home made cookies to the Chapel, all wrapped and ready to deliver to our Single Marines who have duty over the Christmas Holidays.  What fun to bless each other in such a simple yet touching way!  Thank you, one and all!








