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LESSON PURPOSE:  The purpose of this period of instruction is to familiarize the student with the research procedures for Comptroller General decisions.

    1.
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:


a.
The Comptroller General of the United States publishes its decision in a series of annual volumes entitled “Decisions of the Comptroller General of the United States,” which has been published since the establishment of the General Accounting Office by the Budget and Accounting Act, 1921.


b.
The decisions included in these volumes are present in full text and represent about ten percent of the total number rendered annually.


c.
Criteria applied in selecting decisions for publication include:



(1)
Whether the decision represents the first time certain issues are considered by the Comptroller General.



(2)
When the issues are likely to be of widespread interest to the government or the private sector.



(3)
Whether the decision modifies, clarifies, or overrules the findings of prior published decisions.



(4)
Whether the decision otherwise deals with a significant issue of continuing interest on which there has been no published decision for a period of a years. 

d. The Comptroller General Decision manual should be referred to first, before the situation is referred to Kansas City for a determination.

2.
HOW TO RESEARCH THE COMPTROLLER MANUAL:

a.
The manual has determinations of various scenarios pertaining to appropriation/financial management, civilian personnel, and military personnel.


b.
The way you research a scenario is to go to the index in the back of the book where it is broken down into categories as in paragraph A.  After you are in the category, you need to find the situation that is most likely suitable for the one you are trying to determine.  Once you have found the situation, it will tell you the page it is on.  The page will state the matter, background, and it will have a determination.

SCENARIO #1:

On Dec 1st, a member was given non-judicial punishment for minor offenses, which culminated in an Administrative Discharge Board.  The Board determined that he should be separated from the service prior to the completion of his enlistment for minor disciplinary infractions.  This board directed that he be discharged on or before Dec 9.  On Dec 8th, discharge papers had been completed and a discharge certificate was given to the member before he was given his final pay.  Apparently, the signed original discharge form should not have been given to the member prior to his reporting for final pay.  However, before the member was to report for his final pay, a hold was placed on further action in his case.  The hold was a result of criminal charges being brought against him based on suspected theft of a firearm.  The member remained at the Marine Base and on December 22, he was reduced in grade from Private First Class to Private.


In due course charges were brought, but a court-martial, on January 26, determined that the member was not subject to its jurisdiction because he had been effectively discharged before the criminal charges had been brought against him.  The military judge held specifically that he had been given his final discharge certificate by an individual authorized to do so and, although this person may have given the discharge to him prematurely, it effectively terminated his status as a marine.


Thus, although the former member was detained from December 8, through January 26, he was, in the eyes of the court, not a member of the service during that period.

SCENARIO #2:


A Member on active duty in excess of 20 years and has held the grade of GySgt for slightly more than the last four years of service was court martial.  Pursuant to a court martial sentence he was reduced in grade to Pvt and placed in confinement.  He was subsequently released from confinement and permitted to retire voluntarily in the grade of Pvt.  The decision concern whether the retired pay of the GySgt who should be computed based on the pay rate of his grade prior to reduction or based on the lower pay rate of the grade to which he was reduced.


Accordingly, the member concerned here, although now on the retired list in the grade of E-1, is entitled to have his retired pay computed based on the grade of E-7, which he held at a time when he was eligible to retire but prior to his reduction in grade.
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