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In order to accurately inform Marines, Sailors, families and civilians about current drinking wate
quality, this article, the first of three, provides the facts about today’s drinking water at Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune and Marine Corps Air Station New River. The three articles provide
the facts about (1) current sampling requirements and results; (2) how drinking water is obtained,
treated, and supplied; and (3) actions underway to preclude contamination of our drinking water
sources.

SAFE WATER

The drinking water at MCB Camp Lejeune and MCAS New River is safe to drink. We routine-
ly test the water for more than 80 different U. S. Environmental Protection Agency regulated
chemical and microbiological contaminants - meeting or exceeding all Safe Drinking Water Act
sampling requirements. In addition, we regularly test the water for contaminants that are not reg-
ulated. Camp Lejeune is committed to providing Marines, Sailors, families and civilians with
safe and reliable drinking water.
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HOW OFTEN IS THE WATER TESTED?

The following table outlines the vari-
ous contaminant types that we are
required to sample for, the sampling fre-
quency required by law, and the sampling
frequency actually implemented and fol-
lowed at Camp Lejeune. All of these
requirements address the finished water
as it leaves the treatment facility and is
ready to be sent through the distribution
system to the consumers. As you can see
below, Camp Lejeune goes well beyond
the requirements for Volatile Organic
Compound testing of finished water.

Contaminant Required Sampling

Type Frequency Frequency

Bacteriological Weekly Weekly

Fluoride Weekly Weekly

Volatile Every 3 years Monthly

Organic

Compounds

(VOCs)

(Including

gasoline

additive

MTBE)

Total Every Every

Trihalometha  Quarter Quarter

nes (TTHMs)

Lead & Semi-annual- Semi-annual-

Copper ly, Annually, ly, Annually,
or Every 3 or Every 3
years years

Nitrates / Every year Every year

Nitrites

Inorganics Every 3 years Every 3 years

Synthetic Every 3 years Every 3 years

Organic

Compounds

(SOCs)

Radiological Every 4 years Every 4 years

Asbestos Every 9 years Every 9 years

It should be pointed out that there are no
Safe Drinking Water Act requirements
for sampling of raw water supply wells.
However, Camp Lejeune samples the
raw water wells at least annually for
VOC:s to provide an even greater confi-
dence factor. Our VOC testing of fin-
ished water and raw water supply wells
includes sampling for the gasoline addi-
tive MTBE that has been a concern in
some water systems across the county -
but has never been detected in our
drinking water wells or our finished
water. Given all of the concern over
VOC contamination in the drinking
water prior to 1985, Camp Lejeune
takes these voluntary, additional VOC
sampling actions to show that there is
no concern for VOC contamination in
our drinking water today.

WHAT ABOUT CONTAMINATION FROM
MILITARY TRAINING?

With all of the recent media attention
focused on military ranges and the pos-
sibility of military munitions activities
potentially contaminating drinking
water sources, Camp Lejeune has also
begun a program to sample all finished
water monthly for munitions con-
stituents, to include Perchlorate, TNT,
HMX and RDX. The first round of this
monthly sampling was completed in
April 2004, and the results were
received in May 2004. The results
showed no munitions constituents were
detected in the finished water of any of
the systems. The Safe Drinking Water
Act does not regulate these con-
stituents, nor is there a requirement for
testing, but we are conducting this vol-
untary sampling and testing to ensure
the highest standards for our drinking
water.
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