Quick Reference Sheet for Cleaning Operations

General Housekeeping

· Store all applicable cleaning solvents in closed containers.

· All solvent laden cloths shall be placed in containers which will remain   

 closed except during material deposition or removal.

· Handle all solvents in such a way that minimizes the risk of spills.

· Use containers and bags designed to contain solvent vapors for the above  

  practices.

· Exemptions:  Small cotton swabs may be thrown away.

Flush Cleaning

Solvents used in flush cleaning operations must meet at least one of the following three conditions:

· Solvents must be aqueous or hydrocarbon based1;

· Solvents must be semi-aqueous.  Semi-aqueous solvents are at least 60%   

  water by volume.

If cleaning solvents do not meet the above requirements, the solvent shall be emptied into an enclosed container or collection system that is kept closed 

when not in use following each cleaning.  Note: An EPA or North Carolina State Inspector will want to visually inspect the system used.
1  Aqueous solvents are at least 80% water, have a flash point above 93o F, and must be miscible with water.  Hydrocarbon based solvents are composed of photochemically reactive hydrocarbons 

and/or oxygenated hydrocarbons, have a maximum vapor pressure of 7 mm Hg, and contain no HAPs.
Hand-wipe Cleaning

Solvents used in flush cleaning operations must meet at least one of the following two conditions:

· Solvents must be aqueous or hydrocarbon based1; or

· Solvents must have a composite vapor pressure of 45 mm Hg or less at 


20o C;

Exemptions:  Solvents used for these cleaning purposes are exempt:
· Maintenance of breathing systems that are exposed to breathing oxygen; 

· Cleaning of assemblies that are exposed to strong oxidizers;

· Cleaning prior to adhesive bonding; 

· Cleaning of electronic parts; 

· Cleaning of fluid systems (e.g., hydraulic) that are exposed to the fluid; 

· Cleaning of fuel cells, tanks, or other confined spaces; 

· Surface cleaning of solar cells, coated optics, and thermal control surfaces; 

· Cleaning of aircraft interior upholstery or other textiles; 

· Cleaning of materials used in the maintenance of honeycomb cores;

· Cleaning aircraft transparencies, polycarbonate or glass substrates; 

· Research and development, quality control, or  laboratory testing; or 

· Cleaning with inflammable liquids within 5 ft of energized systems.

