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Seeing how marriage is a sacred, life-long relationship ordained and instituted by God, it is not a matter to be rushed into or to be taken lightly.  Being married to the same sweet lady for nearly 31 years, my one and only true love, and being an ordained, Southern Baptist minister for over twenty-four years means I take my responsibilities, as a representative of God, His Church, Southern Baptists and my own marriage, very seriously.  Thus, please do not take it personally or be offended if I, based upon this background or the following principles and guidelines, choose not to perform the wedding ceremony on your behalf.

Principles:
1) marriage is a sacred institution, ordained by God, 2) marriage is a permanent relationship, “Till death us do part,” 3) marriage is the relationship between one man and one woman, (Genesis 2:24), 4) marriage is representative of the relationship between Christ and His Church (Ephesians 5:21-33), 5) marriage is the creation of a home where loving parents teach their children the proper meaning of values, principles, and morals, both through the spoken word and deeds, leading to the realization of a stronger and better society (Deuteronomy 6:1-9).  

Guidelines:  to be married by Chaplain McKay couples must 1) be devout Christians, 2) be engaged at least one year prior to marriage, 3) participate in pre-marriage counseling, (10-14 sessions depending upon the couple’s depth of relationship), and 4) desire a worship service rather than a mere ceremony.

Options:  Those not able to be married by Chaplain McKay need to obtain the assistance of another chaplain or civilian clergy, or employ a justice of the peace for a civil wedding service.

