ENCOURAGEMENT AND INSTRUCTION 

FROM GOD’S HOLY WORD*

WHAT TO READ WHEN:


The future seems hopeless: Isaiah 54:1-7; Lamentations 3:19-24; I Corinthians

15:20-28; I Peter 1:1-9, 5:10-11; Revelation 11:15-19


Seeking God’s direction: I Kings 3:1-14; Proverbs 2:1-6; Romans 12:1-3; 

Ephesians 5:15-17; Colossians 1:9-14; James 1:5-8


You need comfort: Isaiah 12:1-6, 40:1-11; Jeremiah 31:10-13; II Corinthians



1:3-7, 7:6-13


Others disagree with you: Matthew 7:1-5; Romans 12:9-21, 14:1-15:7;



II Corinthians 5:11-21


The world seems enticing: Genesis 3:1-7; Ecclesiastes 2:1-11; II Corinthians



6:14-7:1; James 1:26-27, 4:4-10; I John 2:15-17


You need assurance of salvation: Psalm 91:14-16; Micah 7:18-20; John 3:14-21,



11:25-26; Acts 16:31-34; I John 5:9-13


Others have sinned against you: Genesis 33:1-4, 50:15-20; Matthew 6:14-15,

18:21-35; Colossians 3:12-14; James 2:12-13


You are tempted to be bitter: Psalm 38:7-9; Proverbs 16:32; I Corinthians 

13:1-13; Ephesians 4:29-5:2; Hebrews 12:14-15


You are tempted to neglect public worship: Exodus 20:8-11; Psalm 95:1-7; Acts 

2:42-47; Hebrews 10:19-25


Your faith needs strengthening: Genesis 15:1-6; Proverbs 3:5-9; Romans 5:1-11;



I Corinthians 9:24-27; Hebrews 10:19-25, 35-39, 11:1-12:13


You need to control your tongue: Psalm 39:1; Proverbs 10:18-20; Matthew 15:1-

20; James 3:1-12


You are prone to judge others: Matthew 7:1-5; I Corinthians 4:1-5; James 2:1-13,

4:11-12


You have been cheated: Genesis 33:1-4; Matthew 18:15-17; I Corinthians 6:1-8;



James 5:1-8


Things are going well: Job 31:24-28; Proverbs 15:27; Luke 12:13-21; I Timothy



6:3-19; Hebrews 13:5; James 2:1-17


You wonder about your spiritual gifts: Romans 12:3-8; I Corinthians 1:4-9, 12:1-



14:25; I Peter 4:7-11


You are starting a new job: I Kings 3:1-14; Proverbs 10:4-5; Matthew 5:13-16;



Romans 12:1-2; Galatians 5:13-26; Ephesians 1:3-14


You are in a position of responsibility: I Kings 11:5-7; Proverbs 3:21-27; Mark

10:35-45; Luke 7:1-10; I Corinthians 16:13-14; Galatians 6:9-10


You are establishing a new home: Genesis 2:19-25; Ecclesiastes 9:7-10;

Ephesians 5:22-6:4; Colossians 3:18-21; I Peter 3:1-7


You have been quarrelling: Genesis 13:5-11; Psalm 133:1-3; I Corinthians 3:1-23;

Ephesians 4:1-6, 4:15-5:2; II Timothy 2:14-26; James 4:1-12


You are challenged by dark forces: Joshua 1:6-9; Psalm 56:1-4; Romans 8:38-39;



II Corinthians 4:7-18; Ephesians 6:10-18; II Timothy 4:6-7


You are jealous: Numbers 12:1-15, 16:1-35; Galatians 5:13-15, 19-21; James

3:13-18


You struggle with laziness: Proverbs 6:6-11, 10:4-5; Ephesians 5:15-16;

Philippians 2:12-13; I Thessalonians 4:1-12; II Thessalonians 3:6-15


You struggle with lust: Deuteronomy 22:22-24; II Samuel 11:1-12:14; Matthew 

5:27-30; Romans 7:7-25, 13:8-14; James 1:13-18


You are angry: Genesis 4:1-12; Psalm 4:4; Matthew 5:21-22, 18:21-35; Ephesians



4:25-5:2; James 1:19-21


You desire revenge: Deuteronomy 32:34-35; Psalm 94:1; Proverbs 25:21-22;

Matthew 5:38-42; Romans 12:17-21; I Thessalonians 5:12-15; I Peter 3:8-14


You are proud: Proverbs 8:12-14; Matthew 25:34-40; Mark 10:35-45; Romans

12:3; Philippians 2:1-11


You struggle with addiction: Psalm 18:28-36; Proverbs 23:29-35; Romans 6:1-23, 



12:1-2; I Corinthians 6:12-20; Philippians 3:17-4:1


You are greedy: Psalm 62:1-2, 10; Ecclesiastes 2:1-11; Luke 12:13-21; II

Corinthians 9:6-15; Ephesians 5:3-7; I John 3:16-18


You desire to learn how to pray: II Chronicles 6:13-42, 20:5-12; Matthew 6:5-15;


Mark 11:22-25; Luke 18:9-14; Philippians 4:4-7

You struggle with apathy: Numbers 25:10-13; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Matthew 25:1-


13; Luke 12:35-48; I Thessalonians 5:1-11; Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22

WHAT GOD’S HOLY WORD SAYS ABOUT:

Adultery: Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22-24; Matthew 5:27-

32; Galatians 5:13-26; Ephesians 4:17-5:3


Ambition: I Kings 3:5-12; Haggai 1:2-8; Matthew 16:21-27; Mark 9:33-37,

10:35-45; Philippians 2:1-4


Anger: Genesis 4:1-12; Psalm 4:4, 38:7-9; Proverbs 16:32; Matthew 5:21-26;

Ephesians 4:25-5:2; James 1:19-27


Anxiety: Psalm 94:17-19; Ecclesiastes 2:22-25; Luke 12:22-34; Philippians 4:4-9;



Hebrews 13:5-6


Atonement: Leviticus 16:2-34; Isaiah 6:1-7; Romans 3:21-26; II Corinthians 5:14-

21; Hebrews 9:1-28; I Peter 2:22-25


Baptism: Matthew 3:1-12, 28:16-20; Romans 6:1-5


Bible reading: Nehemiah 8:1-6; Psalm 1:1-6; II Timothy 3:14-17; Hebrews 4:12; 



James 1:19-27


Blood of Christ: Mathew 26:27-29; Hebrews 9:11-28


Body of Christ: Mark 14:22-24; I Corinthians 12:12-31; Hebrews 2:14-18


Celibacy: Matthew 19:4-12; I Corinthians 7:32-40; I Timothy 4:1-5


Children: Psalm 78:1-7, 127:1-5, 128:1-6; Matthew 18:1-9; Mark 10:13-16;



Ephesians 6:1-4


Compassion: Psalm 103:8-12, 118:5-8; Micah 8:8; John 11:17-44; II Corinthians 

1:3-7; I John 3:11-24


Conversion: Deuteronomy 4:30-31; II Chronicles 7:14; Ezekiel 18:30-32; John

3:1-21; II Corinthians 5:17-19; Acts 4:12; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians

2:1-10; I Timothy 2:3-6


Creation: Genesis 1-2; Psalm 8:1-9, 19:1-14, 104:1-35; Romans 1:18-23, 8:18-27;

Colossians 1:15-17


Cross: Mark 8:31-9:1; Luke 23:26-49


Death: Psalm 116:15-16; Isaiah 57:1-2; John 12:23-26; Romans 6:1-23; 

I Corinthians 15:1-58


Discipleship: Luke 14:25-34; John 15:1-17, 21:15-19


Discipline: Proverbs 3:11-12, 13:24; I Corinthians 11:27-32; Hebrews 12:12:1-13;

Revelation 3:19


Divorce: Deuteronomy 24:1-4; Malachi 2:13-16; Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 10:2-

12; I Corinthians 7:10-16


Eternal Life: Job 19:25-27; Psalm 23:1-6; Matthew 19:16-30; John 3:1-21; 

Romans 6:15-23


Faith: Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 119:65-72; Proverbs 3:5-6; Matthew 6:25-34; 

Romans 3:21-5:11; Hebrews 11:1-40


Freedom: John 8:31-41; Romans 8:1-17; Galatians 4:21-5:26


Friendship: Proverbs 17:17, 27:6; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; John 14:23-15:17;

Colossians 3:12-17; I John 1:1-7


Giving: Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Proverbs 3:9; Malachi 3:10-12; Matthew 6:1-4;



II Corinthians 8:1-9:15


Grace: Psalm 86:1-17, 103:1-22; Micah 7:18-20; Luke 15:11-31; Romans 5:1-21;



Ephesians 2:1-22


Greed: I Kings 21:1-22; Proverbs 15:27; Luke 12:13-21; I Timothy 6:3-10; 

James 5:1-6


Happiness: Psalm 33:1-22; Isaiah 12:1-6, 52:7-10; Matthew 5:1-12; John 13:1-17;



Philippians 4:4-9; I Timothy 6:6; Hebrews 13:5


Heaven: I kings 8:23-30; Isaiah 65:17-25; Matthew 6:19-24, 25:31-46; 

Philippians 3:12-4:1; Revelation 21:1-27


Holy Spirit: Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; John 14:15-31, 16:5-16; Acts 2:1-47;



Romans 8:1-17


Homosexuality: Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; Romans 1:18-32; I Corinthians 6:9-11;



I Timothy 1:9-11


Hope: Psalm 42:1-11, 130:1-8; Romans 5:1-11; Colossians 1:3-27; I Peter 1:3-9


Hospitality: Genesis 18:1-8; II Samuel 9:1-7; Luke 14:12-14; Romans 12:13; 

I Peter 4:9


Hypocrisy: I Samuel 12:1-23; Isaiah 1:10-15; Zecharaih 7:2-14; Matthew 6:1-24,



23:1-39; James 1:22-27


Joy: Isaiah 12:1-6, 52:7-10; Luke 15:1-32; James 1:2-18; I Peter 4:12-19


Justification: Genesis 15:1-6; Isaiah 53:1-12; Romans 3:21-31, 4:1-5:11;

Galatians 2:15-21


Loneliness: I Kings 19:1-18; Psalm 41:1-13; Matthew 26:36-46; II Timothy 4:16-

18 

Lord’s Supper: Luke 22:7-23; John 13:1-38; I Corinthians 11:17-34


Love: Leviticus 19:18, 34; Deuteronomy 6:1-5; Song of Songs 1:1-2:17; 

Mark 12:28-34; I Corinthians 13:1-13; I John 4:7-21


Marriage: Genesis 2:19-25; Ecclesiastes 9:7-10; Matthew 19:1-12; 

I Corinthians 7:1-40; Ephesians 5:22-33


Peace: Numbers 6:24-26; Psalm 122:1-9; Isaiah 9:2-7; John 14:25-27; 

Romans 5:1-11; Ephesians 2:14-18; Philippians 4:4-9


Poor: Deuteronomy 15:1-11; Isaiah 58:1-9; Amos 5:11-15; Matthew 25:31-46;



Luke 1:39-56; James 2:1-13


Profanity: Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 24:10-16; Proverbs 30:10-14; Ephesians 4:29-

32; James 3:1-12


Reconciliation: Genesis 33:1-4, 50:15-21; Matthew 5:23-26; II Corinthians 5:11-

6:2; Ephesians 2:11-22


Repentance: Deuteronomy 4:30-31; II Chronicles 7:14; Ezekiel 18:30-32; 

Matthew 4:12-17; Luke 18:9-14; Acts 2:38-41


Resurrection: Job 19:23-27; Psalm 16:1-11; Daniel 12:1-4; Matthew 27:57-28:20;



I Corinthians 15:1-58


Revenge: Deuteronomy 32:34-35; Psalm 94:1; Proverbs 25:21-22; Matthew 5:38-

47; Romans 12:17-21


Reward: Leviticus 26:3-39; Psalm 19:1-11; Isaiah 61:8-11; Matthew 5:3-12; 

Mark 10:29-31; I Corinthians 3:10-15


Salvation: Exodus 15:1-18; Psalm 62:1-12; Isaiah 59:15-20; Luke 19:1-10; 

Acts 16:16-34; II Corinthians 5:16-21; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:1-10; 

Titus 3:4-7; I John 5:10-12


Sanctification: II Corinthians 7:1; I Thessalonians 5:23; II Peter 1:3-11


Second Coming: Matthew 24:1-51; John 14:1-4; Acts 1:7-11; I Corinthians 15:12-

28; I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11


Stewardship: I Chronicles 29:1-9; Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 12:35-48


Suffering: Deuteronomy 8:1-5; Job 1:1-2:13, 13:15a; Psalm 77:1-20; Isaiah 53:1-

12; Romans 8:12-17; I Peter 3:8-22, 4:12-19


Unity: Psalm 133:1-3; John 17:1-26; I Corinthians 3:1-7; Ephesians 4:1-16

*Adapted from The Holy Bible (NIV), Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,

Michigan, Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society

