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Lieutenant Commander (LCDR) Daniel E. McKay is an ordained Southern Baptist minister endorsed for military chaplaincy by the Baptist General Convention of Texas.  He was born in Moberly, Missouri, July 11, 1955.  Chaplain McKay attended Elsberry High School, Elsberry, Missouri.  After graduation he served with the U. S. Air Force as an Air Traffic Control Radar Repairman.  LCDR McKay attained the grade of E-4 during his enlistment (May 1973 – December 1977) and served at four duty stations.  He was awarded the Outstanding Unit Award Ribbon, Air Force Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Medal, and Air Force Overseas Long Tour Ribbon.

Receiving an honorable discharge from the U. S. Air Force, Chaplain McKay attended Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar, Missouri.  Upon graduation in May 1980 with a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in religion Chaplain McKay attended Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (MBTS), Kansas City, Missouri.  Earning a Master of Divinity (MDiv) in May 1983, Chaplain McKay then attended Baylor University, Waco, Texas, 1983-1990.  He completed all Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) course work without dissertation, majoring in Christian Ethics with a minor in Church-State Studies.  

Chaplain McKay is currently writing his U. S. Navy Post-Graduate Studies Program dissertation for Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, Illinois.  He graduates in December 2004 with a Master of Theology (ThM) Degree in Pastoral Counseling.  Thereafter he will complete his Doctor of Ministry (DMin) Degree Program’s project via Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (GGBTS), Mill Valley, California, enabling him to graduate in May 2006.

Chaplain McKay was ordained to the Gospel Ministry February 1980 by his first pastorate: Speedwell Southern Baptist Church, El Dorado Springs, Missouri.  He subsequently pastored three other congregations: Turnersville Baptist Church, Turnersvile, Texas, Park Memorial Baptist Church, Waco, Texas, and Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Rosebud, Texas.

LCDR McKay’s ministerial experience also includes hospital chaplaincy.  As part of a Clinical Pastoral Orientation (CPO) course while at MBTS, he served as a Chaplain Intern at Spelman Memorial Hospital, Smithville, Missouri (August – December 1980).  September 1993 to August 1994 LCDR McKay served as a Resident Chaplain at Scott and White Memorial Hospital, Temple, Texas, completing two Basic Units and two Advanced Units of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).

Chaplain McKay has attended the U. S. Army Chaplain Officer Basic Course (Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, June – August 1993) and the U. S. Navy Basic Chaplain Course (Newport, Rhode Island, February – March 1995).  Before transferring to the U. S. Navy Reserve in December 1994, LCDR McKay served as an Individual Mobilization Augmentee Chaplain to the Army Medical  Department Center  and  School’s Chapel  at 
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Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas.  During his U. S. Army Reserve duty he was awarded a second National Defense Medal and the Army Service Ribbon.  

LCDR McKay’s first U. S. Navy assignment was as Deputy Station Chaplain at Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Okinawa, Japan  (April 1995 – August 1998).  His second assignment was as Command Chaplain aboard the USS LAKE ERIE (CG-70), September 1998 to October 2000.  Chaplain McKay then served as District Chaplain for District 14 U. S. Coast Guard, Honolulu, Hawaii (October 2000 – July 2003).  Awards received during LCDR McKay’s Naval service are the Coast Guard Commendation Medal, Navy Achievement Medal, Coast Guard’s Meritorious Unit Award with “O” device, Navy Battle “E” Ribbon, third National Defense Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, and three Navy/Marine Corps Overseas Tour Ribbons.

Chaplain McKay began his duties as Headquarters Battalion Chaplain, Second Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, July 2004.

LCDR McKay  is a member of  the Military Chaplains Association of the United States of  America,  the American  Association  of  Christian  Counselors,  and  the International Critical Incident Stress Foundation, Inc. 

Chaplain McKay is married to the former Vickie L. Whyte, also from Elsberry, Missouri.   They were married December 27, 1973.  Their son, Isaac, was born to them November 28, 1984.  He is an infantryman in the U. S. Marine Corps.

