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COMMANDING OFFICER

2ND RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION, 

2ND MARINE DIVISION,

CAMP LEJEUNE, NC 28542
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September 2004

A letter from the Commanding Officer to the Families of our Marines and Sailors deploying to Iraq

    Our time to serve in Iraq has come.  For some of us, a second time.  We move forward with confidence and the tinge of anxiety carried in the mind of every Marine and Sailor who has ever left America’s shores to fight Her battles.  We recognize your understandable concern for the welfare of your Marine or Sailor.  Know that every member of the unit and their family shares this same concern.  We will take care of each other.

    Your interest and solid support for 2d Recon is critical to us.  When you are taken care of, we can maintain a complete focus on the mission.  This is a team effort.  Our family readiness officers and the key volunteer network are ready to keep you informed.  Camp Lejeune services and facilities are there to support you in time of need as well.  We are all aware of the risks and challenges that loom on the horizon.  Sharing our courage and strength with each other, we can weather any storm and overcome any crisis.  Tenacity, perseverance, communal faith and steady confidence are our allies in this fight, and we will use them.

    Also know that as the Battalion steps forward into the arena of conflict, we walk with a sureness of step.  Marines are the most dangerous and best trained men on the battlefield in Iraq.  Our training has prepared us, our equipment is ready, and our discipline solid.  The enemy, the environment and the nature of the conflict will test every member of the 2d Recon team.  Together we can accomplish our mission, crush the enemy fermenting chaos and hatred, help Iraq get back on its feet, and bring the best aspects of civilization back to its historical birthplace.  

    Tough times don’t last; tough, well trained and highly disciplined Marines, Sailors and their families will.  Your Marines and Sailors represent all that is good about America.  I thank you for making them so capable and worthy of that distinction. 

Semper Fidelis,

D. M. KNIGHT


Lieutenant Colonel, USMC


