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Section I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

THIRD BATTALION, SIXTH MARINES

a. Reporting Unit Code:

12180

b. Table of Organization:
1037G

Period Covered and Location
Dates





Location

01 Mar - 18 Apr



Arg shipping

18 Apr – 30  Jun



Camp Lejeune NC 
Personnel Information
a. Commanding Officer

LtCol Jerome L. Lynes

01 Mar 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

b. Executive Officer

Maj Antonio P. Petersen

01 Mar 2002 – 24 Jun 2002

Maj Edward T. Dewald

24 Jun 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

c. Subordinate Commanders

(1) Headquarters and Service Company

Capt Jeffrey S. McCormack
01 Mar 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

(2) Company I

Maj Wesley L. Feight

01 Mar 2002 – 23 May 2002

Capt Jeffrey A. Harrison

23 May 2002 - 30 Jun 2002

(3) Company K

Maj Todd S. Tomko


01 Mar 2002 – 22 May 2002

Capt John L. Riggs


22 May 2002 – 20 Jun 2002

Capt Douglas Dewitt


20 Jun 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

(4) Company L

Capt Lloyd D. Freeman

01 Mar 2001 – 29 May 2002

Capt David C. Wallis III

29 May 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

(5) Weapons Company

Capt Brian M. Howlett

01 Mar 2002 – 13 Jun 2002

Capt Darren K. Crowe

13 Jun 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

d. Principal Staff Members

(1) S-1

1stLt Jason K. Roberts

01 Mar 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

(2) S-2

Capt Ryan A. Pyke


01 Mar 2002 – 24 May 2002

Capt Louis Colter 


24 May 2002 - 30 Jun 2002

(3) S-3

Maj Daniel Q. Greenwood

01 Mar 2002 – 30 May 2002

Maj Todd S. Tomko


30 May 2002 – 13 Jun 2002

Capt Brian M. Howlett

13 Jun 2002 - 30 Jun 2002

(4) S-4

Capt Brian M.  Burns

01 Mar 2002 – 01 May 2002

Capt William J. Burrack

01 May 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

(5) Staff Historian

Capt Douglas W. Glover

01 Mar 2002 – 15 Apr 2002

Capt Thomas P. O’laughlin
15 Apr 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

(6) Senior Enlisted

SgtMaj Gerald N. Lane

01 Mar 2002 – 24 May 2002

SgtMaj Jose A. Diaz


24 May 2002 – 30 Jun 2002

	
	AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

	3/6             
	NOV
	DEC
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN

	Marine Officer   
	56
	57
	57
	57
	57
	59
	43
	38

	Marine Enlisted
	1050
	1053
	1055
	1058
	1063
	1064
	752
	647

	Navy Officer
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	3
	2

	Navy Enlisted
	53
	53
	53
	53
	52
	52
	43
	40

	Total Strength
	1163
	1167
	1169
	1172
	1176
	1179
	841
	727

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


SECTION II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY
COMMAND, OPERATIONS AND TRAINING

March began with the BLT conducting recovery from combat operations in Pakistan and Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  The BLT conducted a vehicle and gear wash down in conjunction with “sandbox” liberty in the Persian Gulf country of United Arab Emirates.  With the dirt and rust kicked off of our gear, the BLT packed up and prepared for the trip back to the 6th Fleet’s Area of Operation.


On the 03 March elements of the Combat Engineer Platoon cross decked to the MV SATURN in order to enhance the ship’s security posture for transit into the Red Sea and through Suez Canal.   


After departing the Suez Canal the BLT recovered its Engineers and the ARG split to proceed to separate liberty ports. The USS BATAAN headed to the Island of Malta, while the WHIDBEY ISLAND went to Croatia, and the SHREVEPORT visited Slovenia.


In the beginning of April the reconstituted MEU/ARG made its way to Rota, Spain.  In Rota the BLT conducted security operations in general support of the MEU’s operational wash down.  All of the BLT’s vehicles and combat loads were offloaded, cleaned, maintained, passed through the agricultural inspection, repacked and embarked back onto ARG shipping.  The Marines of the BLT were afforded the opportunity for off base liberty, after work hours during the wash down.


The newly clean and repacked BLT made the Trans-Atlantic voyage and arrived in Onslow Bay on 17 April.  From 18-19 April the BLT conducted the general offload of its personnel and equipment over Onslow Beach and pier side in Morehead City. 


After reconstitution and recovery in Camp Lejuene the BLT was secured for block leave from 22 April to 12 May.


On the 21st of May the Officers and Staff NCOs of the BLT gathered at the Officer’s Club for a formal Dining-In.  It was an opportunity for the Commanding Officer to address the leaders of the Battalion Landing Team and for camaraderie and the occasional war story. 


The first week of June brought the 2nd Marine Division Commanding General’s readiness inspection team.  All areas and levels of the Battalion were looked at as part of this full Commanding General’s Readiness Inspection.  The Battalion seized this opportunity to examine short falls and received valuable feedback about its subordinate units and sections.


June 10th saw the Battalion celebrating the anniversary of the Battle of Belleau Wood.  The Marines participated in a ceremony in front of the 6th Marines Command Post.  Guests of note were the 2nd Marine Division Commanding General, Major General Sattler, the Assistant Division Commander Colonel Neller, and the Deputy Commanding General of the 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade, Colonel Robeson.

From 17 – 21 June a squad from Kilo Company competed in the Division Super Squad competition.  Despite a limited workup, the Varsity Marines finished an impressive third place.  Their hard work and dedication made the Battalion proud.

On the 26th of June the Battalion participated in the 6th Marines Regimental Change of Command Ceremony. Colonel John Coleman relinquished his command to Colonel Dave Garza. 

As the month of June came to a close the Battalion began its’ preparation to chop to the 4th MEB (AT).  Companies worked on completing annual training requirements such as physical fitness tests, rifle qualifications, annual classes, and NBC qualifications.  The Battalion finished June in an excellent position to begin its’ new mission focus in the world of anti-terrorism.

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

The Battalion Landing Team recognizes Marines for Superior performance.

AWARDS

Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medals
  21

Navy-Marine Corps Achievement Medals          101

Certificates of Commendation
  70

Meritorious Masts
  00

Letters of Appreciation
  01

Summary of Battalion Landing Team legal action for this period.

LEGAL ACTION
General Courts Martial
00

Special Courts Martial
00

Summary Courts Martial
03

Non-Judicial Punishments
40

LOGISTICS


During the time period of March – June 2002, BLT 3/6 focused on closing out actions with 26 MEU, returning to 2nd Division, and looking ahead for actions with 4th MEB. The logistics staff and functional areas were extremely focused and challenged by numerous maintenance standowns and inspections. 


From 2-6 March, the ARG put into port at Jebel-Ali, United Arab Emirates for a brief maintenance period coupled with some much needed liberty. The focus of the maintenance was on cleaning vehicles, equipment, and containers from months of operations ashore in Afghanistan and Pakistan and from sitting idle aboard shipping since October 2001 for many items. The USS Bataan vehicles were offloaded and “dry” cleaned ashore while the vehicles aboard the USS Whidbey-Island and USS Shreveport remained and were cleaned there due to restrictions of putting ordnance gear ashore.


This brief but effective maintenance period helped pave the way for a very successful agricultural washdown and inspection at Rota, Spain from 4-8 April. Each ship was completely offloaded minus containers.  Vehicles were washed at one of three sites; the wheeled vehicle lot, the AAV/ACE lot, and the Tank lot. The BLT provided many Marines for the washdown working party as well as Marines for guard, CSSOC watch, and driver/a-drivers to drive the vehicles and clean the mobile loads. The inspection process was slow going at first, but then vehicles were rapidly cleared and operations were rounded up with a safe and efficient back-load. 


While in Rota an advance party was sent back to Camp Lejeune to prepare the way for the rest of the BLT by signing for facilities, establishing the reception plan, etc. The logistics effort was lead by 1stLt Dan Kuelker, the BLT S-4A. 


Next was the offload which was conducted during 18-19 April at both Onslow Beach at Camp Lejeune and at Morehead City.  The Whidbey Island and Shreveport completed their offload by the end of the 19th including containers while the Bataan completed its offload at Norvolk, VA with the final container offload the following week from 22-26 April. 


The final efforts of the BLT to finish their commitment to the 26 MEU was the R+15 SLAP inspection and fiscal closeout which was conducted from 6-10 May. Each section did a thorough job of preparing for this inspection which focused mainly on the maintenance readiness of the BLT. Preparation efforts for the SLAP and the two maintenance and washdown periods was coordinated by 1stLt Charlie Hermosa, the BLT MMO.


Once the SLAP inspection was completed and supply accounts reconciled with the MEU the fiscal reconciliation was conducted and final money obligations settled. During this time period command adjustments were also finalized transferring the equipment of the attachments (AAVs, Tanks, LAR, CEB, Small Craft, SFCP, Artillery) back to their parent commands. These duties were supervised by Capt Chris Keady, BLT Supply Officer. 


On 23 May BLT 3/6 became Bn 3/6 once again and officially returned to Division.  The Bn was warmly welcomed back to Division by receiving a CGRI inspection 3-7 June.  Most sections passed with flying colors, but Supply and the Armory struggled, mainly attributed to the high op-tempo and transition period that the Bn was in having just chopped back from MEU.  Actions and procedures were immediately implemented to correct all deficiencies. 


Other highlights of the period were the departure of the Bn Logistics Officer, Capt Brian Burns, and the arrival of Capt Bill Burrack, his replacement. The S-4A and MMO also transferred from the command. At this time the Bn began adjusting to it’s new logistics staff and preparing to support operations with 4th MEB.   

INTELLIGENCE

During the month of March the BLT S-2 geared up to leave Jebel-Ali and  commenced to push toward the 22nd MEU to commence a thorough turnover in the RED SEA. The turnover with 22nd MEU, BLT 2/6 took place on the March 17th 2002 once the turnover was complete and all gear and equipment was exchanged between the Intelligence shops the Marines of the S-2 shop were gearing up for the port call in Malta. The BLT S-2 shop was once again responsible for the creation of the Anti-terrorism/ Force Protection Country brief for the port call. We arrived in Malta 25 March and departed on 29 March. The transit to our next stop took 6 days to complete.

April 5 was the date of our arrival in the country on Spain. Prior to arriving at NAS Rota the S-2 comprised yet another Anti-terrorism/ Force Protection Country brief to insure that all Marines would be safe during their visit to the country. Shortly after the arrival the Advance Party Marines for the S-2 shop departed NAS Rota heading back to CONUS to prepare for the rest of the BLT return. The mission of the S-2 Advance Party Marines was to setup the shop as well as establish certain email and internet conductivity. The BLT departed NAS Rota on 8 Apr and returned to Onslow Beach on 18 Apr 02. After going through the usual welcome back celebrations the BLT was secured the following day on a 72 hour liberty pass and once that expires it was a normal work week for the next day and then it was off to commence the block leave period. After block leave had expired there were a few changes taking place following everyone’s return. Notable changes occurring in the S-2 shop was Captain Colter moving up from the Company office as the Executive officer to the S-2 shop to assume the billet of the Battalion S-2. Other changes that occurred after the block leave period was that all the attachments which formed the Battalion Landing Team 3/6 were released back to the parent commands. The 26th MEU as we knew it fully dissolved 25 May.

During the month of June our plate became full somewhat fast. We were getting the new S-2 snapped in for work, as well as getting ready for the Commanding General Readiness Inspection.  As for the month of June the Operational Tempo had slowed down which allowed us to be able to start our weekly intelligence training in our field of expertise.

CHAPLAIN

On March 1, the Religious Ministry Team (RMT) of BLT 3/6 was aboard USS Whidbey Island (LSD 41).  There, it assisted with ministry to Marines and Sailors during the return to CONUS following participation in Operation Swift Freedom in Afghanistan.  Significant activities included recruiting Marines to respond to letters written by school children in New York, distributing “Care Packages” that arrived from various contributors INCONUS, and assisting ship’s personnel with the construction of a pine wood derby track for a contest conducted during the return translant.  

Upon return to CONUS, the Chaplain returned to a schedule of office counseling, hospital visitation, and delivered several invocations at various changes of command and at Belleau Wood Day ceremonies.  The chaplain performed one baptism for a member of the BLT (which by this time had dissolved), and the Chaplain and RP together assisted with the funeral of a retired Gunnery Sergeant.  The office passed CGRI with a grade of “Mission Capable.”

For their outstanding teamwork in Afghanistan, the 3/6 RMT was awarded the “Order of the Shepherd’s Staff” by 2MarDiv Chaplain’s office – a rotating award given monthly to the RMT within the division that demonstrated outstanding teamwork.

MEDICAL


March, 2002 began underway onboard ARG shipping transiting the Straits of Hormuz enroute to the port of Jebel Ali, UAE.  The five days in port there were focused on the small deck Marines, taking advantage of the medical equipment and expertise available on the USS Bataan (LHD-5)—particularly its audiogram booth, surgeons, and psychiatrist.  Although liberty extended no further than the pier, it was the first liberty in over four months, and our first time to relax as a combined MEU/ARG since the single night in Rota five months previously.


After departing Jebel Ali, BAS attention turned to the upcoming port visit to Rota (with its Naval Hospital) and our upcoming return to Camp Lejeune.  BLT Marines had not had access to a Naval Hospital in six months, and BLT Marines on the smaller decks had extremely limited access to routine medical care over the entire deployment.  Large numbers of separating Marines meant large numbers of physical exams with their labs, audiograms, dental exams, and eye exams.  The lack of specialist access meant a considerable backlog of Marines who had spent seven months “sucking it up.”


After liberty port visits and outstanding service by Naval Hospital Rota, the MEU/ARG headed home and the MEU debarked on 18-19 April, 2002 to a hero’s welcome.  Unfortunately, the Battalion’s Chief, HMC Timothy Thomas, was relieved on 18 April, the day of debarkation.  HM1 Joe Murphy stepped up as acting Battalion Chief, and continued through the end of this period.  After a brief few days, the BLT went on block leave.  The BAS remained open through block leave, constantly performing physical exams for separating Marines.  Also during block leave, a SLAP inspection was conducted, with the BAS doing quite well.


After block leave, attention turned to massive personnel turnover, both Marines and Sailors.  The final stragglers for separation physicals were completed.  Many Marines and Corpsmen transferred, and the BAS was quite busy checking them out.  Additionally, Dr. Miller departed and Dr. VanHook relieved him as the Battalion Surgeon in late May.


In early June, a surprise Commanding General’s Readiness Inspection was held, and the BAS received a grade of “Not Mission Capable”.  The remainder of the month was spent correcting deficiencies and preparing for the inevitable re-inspection.

Section III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
01-05 Mar

Vehicle and gear washdown, UAE.

03-20 Mar

MV Saturn Security Mission

19-20 Mar

Suez Transit

25-29 Mar

Liberty Malta, Croatia, and Slovenia

04-08 Apr
Security Mission, Liberty and Operational Washdown, Rota, Spain.

18-19 Apr
Main Body offloads from ARG Shipping at Onslow Beach, CLNC and Morehead City, NC.

22 April-12 May Block Leave

21 May
Battalion Dining-In

03-07 June
Commanding General’s Readiness Inspection

12 June
Belleau Wood Anniversary

17-21 June
Super Squad Competition

26 June
6th Marine Regimental Change of Command

SECTION IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Commanding General’s Readiness Inspection Executive Summary

CGRI Corrective Action Report

Career Planner’s Activity Report 

