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Section I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

THIRD BATTALION, SIXTH MARINES

a. Reporting Unit Code:

12180

b. Table of Organization:
1037G

Period Covered and Location
Dates





Location

01 July – 07 July 2001


Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

08 July – 19 July 2001


Bataan ARG, CPOA

20 July – 31 July 2001


Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
31 July – 21 August 2001


Bataan ARG, PROA/CPOA
22 August - 20 September 2001

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
20 September – 30 September 2001
Bataan ARG, TRANSLANT
01 October - 02 October 2001

NSA Rota, Spain

03 October – 10 October


Bataan ARG, MED. SEA

11 October – 21 October


Exercise Bright Star, Egypt
22 October – 11 December 2001
Bataan ARG, Adriatic/

Suez Transit
12 December - 13 December 2001
FOB Rhino,Afghanistan

14 December - 14 February 2002
Kandahar, Afghanistan

15 February – 28 February 2002
Bataan ARG
Personnel Information
a. Commanding Officer

LtCol. Jerome L. Lynes

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

b. Executive Officer

Maj Antonio P. Petersen

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

c. Subordinate Commanders

(1) Headquarters and Service Company

Capt. Jeffrey S. McCormack
01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(2) Company I

Maj. Wesley L. Feight

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(3) Company K

Capt. Todd S. Tomko


01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(4) Company L

Capt. Lloyd D. Freeman

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(5) Weapons Company

Capt. Brian M. Howlett

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

d. Principal Staff Members

(1) S-1

2ndLt Jason K. Roberts

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(2) S-2

Capt. Brian K. Cockriel

01 Jul 2001 – 15 Dec 2001

Capt. Ryan A. Pyke


16 Dec 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(3) S-3

Capt. Daniel Q. Greenwood
01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(4) S-4

Capt. Brian M.  Burns

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(5) Staff Historian

Capt. Douglas W. Glover

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

(6) Senior Enlisted

SgtMaj. Gerald N. Lane

01 Jul 2001 – 28 Feb 2002

	
	AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

	3/6             
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC
	JAN
	FEB

	Marine Officer   
	55
	56
	56
	56
	56
	57
	57
	57

	Marine Enlisted
	1075
	1070
	1051
	1049
	1050
	1053
	1055
	1058

	Navy Officer
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	Navy Enlisted
	50
	52
	53
	53
	53
	53
	53
	53

	Total Strength
	1184
	1182
	1164
	1162
	1163
	1167
	1169
	1172


SECTION II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY
COMMAND, OPERATIONS AND TRAINING
The Battalion started the month of July on Holiday Liberty for the Fourth of July.  Following the completion of the rigorous MEU(SOC) Raid Packages this was a superb break for the Marines prior to the commencement of the major Predeployment Training Program exercises.  The Battalion was pleased to see its Marines and Sailors return safely from the extended holiday.


On 8 July, BLT 3/6 began its embarkation and final preparaton for Amphibious Ready Group Exercise (ARGEX) formerly known as MEUEX.  The onload of all personnel and rolling stock occurred over Onslow Beach with the final vehicles embarking according to the configuration plan designed to maximize the projection of combat power during MEU(SOC) missions.  Over the next 11 days, the BLT was challenged with a variety of situations designed to test every conceivable mission and force package.  Through a dynamic scenario, the BLT received multiple missions, conducted R2P2 with the rest of the MEU/PHIBRON staff and executed full profile missions at several geographically disparate locations.  Some of the missions executed during ARGEX included R&S with Scout Snipers, two TRAP missions, and several different raids to include Mechanized, Heliborne and Small Boat Raids.  Other missions conducted by the BLT and associated MEU/PHIBRON elements included an airfield seizure, VBSS, Mass Casualty, embassy reinforcement and Anti-Terrorism/Force Protection. Upon completion of ARGEX, the Battalion commenced offload on 18 July from ARG shipping and reconstituted aboard Camp Lejeune to immediately commence debriefs and preparation for JTFEX/SACEX/SOCEX.


For 10 days, the Battalion debriefed various ARGEX experiences, and conducted vital maintenance and gear preparation for the upcoming culminating event of the work-up.  Finally, on 31 July BLT forces embarked onto ARG shipping in order to commence JTFEX/SACEX.  During the onload, the MEU/BLT tested a new onload position at the Miles Hammock Bay Ramp near LZ Bluebird.  Affording ample staging area for vehicles and cargo, as well as sheltered water access through the intercoastal waterway, the new scheme of maneuver greatly facilitated the onload for all concerned.  Once complete the MEU/ARG team proceeded towards the Puerto Rico Operating Area (PROA) to commence JTFEX/SACEX.  Arriving in the Sea Echelon Area off of Vieques, Island, the BLT conducting planning for both the SACEX portion of the training ashore as well as the integrated amphibious landing that would be executed simultaneously with the fire support training.  The overarching scenario supported exercising the BLT/MEU’s amphibious force projection while simultaneously refining our overall combined arms capabilities.  Conducting both a small boat landing, and LCAC/AAV Assault waves, the SACEX training was safely and successfully accomplished and proved the value of using the Island of Viegues, Puerto Rico.  

Completing SACEX, the ARG pulled into Roosevelt Roads Naval Base, Puerto Rico and was able to conduct mandated washdown requirements as well as mission-critical maintenance prior to SOCEX.  Concurrently the ARG/MEU team was required to execute an expansive 2nd Fleet Anti-Terrorism/Force Projection Evaluation /Exercise that incorporated organic security from the BLT both internal and external to the ships on each pier.  The BLT further established a QRF, capable of responding to either pier, and Scout Sniper positions in numerous locations for early identification/observation and quick vehicle-kill capability.  


 Departing the Puerto Rico Operating Area, the ARG began to transit North towards the East Coast of the United States and commenced the culminating event of the Predeployment Training Program.  SOCEX was an eight-day exercise designed to stress the critical capabilities of the BLT, from planning to mission execution, in order to assess the aggregate combat power of the team.  The scenario for SOCEX commenced with Battery Forces reinforcing the American Embassy located Mainside Camp Lejeune.  Immediately following this event, R&S was inserted near LZ Woodpecker in anticipation of subsequent execution order for a Mechanized raid on this same objective.  On 14 August, The BLT celebrated its 84th Anniversary with a formation and cake-cutting ceremony in the hanger bay.  Addressing the entire Battalion, LtCol Lynes stated the training and capabilities we forged during SOCEX and PTP are the same capabilities that will carry on the BLT’s legacy from Belleau Wood.  Later that day, Kilo Company, the Mechanized Raid Force conducted an amphibious assault on the objective, destroying enemy forces and recovering the designated R&S assets with their company.  Immediately following this raid, the BLT launched a successful Helo Raid with India Company on LZ Eagle and subsequently inserted the Mike Platoon (MSPF Security Element) with the MSSG Humanitarian Assistance Mission into Warsaw, North Carolina.


Other missions executed during SOCEX included an additional Heliborne Raid, TRAP Mission, and finally a combined Heliborne/ Surface seizure of Davis Airfield utilizing R&S, the Mechanized Company, and Lima Company as the secondary Heliborne force.  Of historical significance to all of these operations was the simultaneous execution with the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade Exercise (MEBEX).  Through a blending of the scenarios, the BLT’s final seizure of Davis Airfield served as the enabling action for follow-on amphibious assaults by the GCE of 2nd MEB across Onslow Beach.  Upon seizure of Davis Airfield, the BLT conducted a link-up/forward passage of lines with MEB elements located in the vicinity of Snead’s Ferry Bridge.  Once complete, the BLT commenced reconstitution and movement back to Battalion Area where complete accountability was verified and the Marines were afforded their first extended break of the challenging work-up.  The rest would be well deserved as the BLT/MEU had successfully earned its Special Operations Capable designation from the Commanding General of II MEF. 


Following SOCEX the Battalion departed on block leave in anticipation of the upcoming deployment.  Minimal staff was on hand for the BLT.  Block leave was scheduled to end on September 12 2001.

On September 11th 2001 terrorists attacked the cities of New York and Washington D.C.  These horrible and unprecedented events immediately changed the tone of the BLT’s upcoming deployment.  By the end of the day, September 11th 2001, the BLT received a warning order to deploy early for a Contingency Civil Support Operation in New York.  The BLT immediately activated its recall procedures.  Muster and accountability of all Marines was critical due to the early recall and delays in flights across the Nation due to the recent tragedy.  Over the next 48 hours, the BLT was able to recover all Marines and commence rapid preparation for deployment to the New York City Area.  Battalion Staff members worked through the night on 11 and 12 September with MEU planners to develop a new embarkation configuration to meet the requirements for the mission in Lower Manhattan.  The normal LF6F configuration did not consist of enough trucks, earth-moving equipment, or power supplies to accomplish the anticipated tasks.  

The USS Bataan sortied from Naval Base Norfolk, VA and at dawn on September 13th 2001, she was on station in Onslow Bay awaiting the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit.  With the planned embarkation time of 1200 on 13 September, the BLT staged all its vehicles and prepared to move personnel to the Beach when the announcement from MEF came to hold embarkation for the final execute order.  Marines and equipment remained staged while waiting for this order.  Finally, by late afternoon the word came that the City of New York believed enough emergency relief assets were on hand and that further units would be counter productive to the clean-up and recovery efforts. Through the remainder of the evening, BLT forces remained on a six-hour tether for potential deployment.  On September 14th 2001 II MEF gave the final word to stand down from the potential NYC deployment and for the BLT to refocus efforts on preparation for normal LF6F deployment. 

With five days until the September 20, 2001 departure, BLT assets quickly reconfigured load plans and restaged.  The USS Bataan returned to Norfolk, VA and completed her final preparation for the scheduled Mediterranean deployment.  On September 20, 2001 Battalion Landing Team 3/6 and the rest of the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit began embarkation on the Bataan ARG.  Utilizing the same embarkation points as during SOCEX, the entire evolution when very smoothly and on 21 September the 26th MEU completed embarkation and set sail for the Mediterranean Sea. 

Throughout the next 10 days of Trans-Atlantic movement, the BLT maintained its high level of proficiency through rigorous training routines including classroom, physical, and martial arts training.  The section heads made valuable use of the time by laying the groundwork for turn over with the 24th MEU.  This was accomplished through aggressive communication with their respective counterparts.  Detailed lists of questions were developed concerning training exercises in Albania, Capo Teulada, Sierra De Retin, and real world operations in Kosovo.  As the focus for our deployment, information gained on these respective areas was vital for subsequent planning.  Aside from the work and planning being executed, each Marine in the BLT was given a Command designed and printed “America’s Varsity” postcard to mail home informing loved-ones of our status.  In addition to the mailing address it also included the website address for the BLT web page which kept families updated with Company newsletters, recent newspaper articles, and BLT photos. (A CD containing all documents associated with the BLT web page is enclosed for historical archives.)


On 1 October, the 26th MEU chopped into the 6th Fleet’s Area of Operations.  The 26th MEU, and the 24th MEU met and conducted turnover aboard the USS Kearsarge.  Although, the face-to-face portion of the turnover was brief, the results were significant.  This is attributed to the large volume of information exchanged between the two MEUs during the 26th MEU’s Trans-Atlantic Crossing.  While former MEU/ BLT turnovers have largely been boxes of folders, and binders of exercise/ operation-related information, recent turnovers consist mainly of the exchange of classified and unclassified compact disks.  The technological facilitation of information flow has made these extremely critical turnovers very simple.

Following the turnover with the 24 MEU, The BLT and the rest of the 26th MEU(SOC) took some time out from their shipboard routine in Rota, Spain.  On 01 and 02 October the Sailors and Marines of the Bataan ARG were allowed to enjoy liberty.  Due to the high threat of terrorism, the members of the ARG were restricted to Base liberty.  However, with convenient access to the Base Exchange and beer on the pier, everyone was able enjoy themselves with plenty of food, shopping and phone calls home.

Pulling out of Rota, the ARG began its transit across the Mediterranean in order to position for the first major exercise of the deployment.  During the 8-day transit, the BLT commenced an aggressive live-fire program validating the BLT’s shipboard Live-Fire SOP.  Scheduling the opportunity for every company to shoot during this period allowed for critical BZOing to occur prior to commencing Bright Star ’02.  Additional training occurred during this period to include India Company conducting fast rope training over the flight deck of the USS Bataan.  Using the elevator and Helicopter platforms on the flight deck, the Marines were able to closely simulate actual fast-rope procedures from an airborne platform.  As the Bataan ARG transited near Italy on 6 October, the BLT’s Advanced Party for  Bright Star departed for Sigonella.  On 07 October they arrived in Egypt beginning the unit’s largest training event of the deployment.

The purpose of 26th MEU’s involvement in Bright Star ‘02 was to conduct infantry and combined arms sustainment training anticipating that this could be the final opportunity prior to executing actual contingency operations.  Additionally, the 26th MEU used the exercise to showcase its ability to plan and conduct coalition operations.  The coalition nations that the  BLT 3/6 interacted with during Exercise Bright Star included forces from Egypt, France, The United Kingdom, Greece, Italy, Germany, Jordan, Kuwait, and Spain.  

As the ARG arrived in the designated Sea Echelon Area near Alexandria, Egypt, the BLT commenced their participation in the Bright Star ’02 by conducting an Amphibious assault across the narrow Beach Landing Sight north of Mubarek Military City.  Local restrictions on convoy operations and increased security measures were some of the minor obstacles the BLT overcame during the movement from ARG shipping to designated training areas.  Despite this friction the MAGTF completed the BLT’s general offload between 11 and 13 October.  

From 12 to 17 October the BLT conducted a multitude of bi-lateral and unilateral live-fire and dry-maneuver training exercises designed to rehone standard operating procedures and refine tactical capabilities.  This period also allowed the BLT to build on the coalition relationships it had developed during Bright Star ’99.  Utilizing a combination of maneuver and live fire training ranges the BLT maximized available time and assets to reap the greatest benefit.  

Towards the end of this training period, the Battalion Staff and line companies began to prepare for the culminating events of the exercise which would be three separate Company-Level Combined Arms attacks designed to be the final combat rehearsal for each unit prior to anticipated employment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Commencing with Leaders’ Reconnaissance of the Range “C” Complex, South of Mubarek Military City, each Company attack was planned, developed and briefed as a realistic combat operation.  With the Battalion Commander, Gunner, Operations Officer, Company Commander, Key Leaders, and all Attachment Leaders present, each attack was planned in intricate detail culminating in a full blown Operations Order around designated terrain Models.

The first Combined Arms Attack was conducted on 16 October with Kilo Company as the main effort conducting a mechanized attack on a series of sequential fortified positions.  With the BLT TAC-D providing command and control, the live-fire mechanized assault was augmented with AH-1W Rotary Wing Close Air Support, Kilo Battery 155mm Artillery, the 81mm Mortar Platoon, and the CAAT/LAR Platoons (Task Force Sledgehammer).  This mechanized force moved with the combined combat power of direct/indirect fire and close air support in a rapid assault across the Egyptian desert.  With Task Force Sledgehammer initially screening forward of the line of departure and assaulting the first objective, Kilo Company closed rapidly behind its Fire Support Team’s application of the combined arms  from 155mm Artillery and 81mm motors.  Suppressing their objectives and covering their movement with the aggregate of weapons systems, Kilo Company effectively prosecuted three sequential fortified objectives, and validated their Combat SOPs and individual Skills. 

The following day, India Company executing a similar scale attack on Range “C” incorporating 26 MEU(SOC) ACE assault support aircraft.  Demonstrating the speed and flexibility of the Marine Air/Ground team, they executed a heliborne assault utilizing six CH-46’s and two CH-53’s with two sections of Escort RWCAS.  With the same indirect fire support assets available, the Fire Support Team suppressed the objective with Scheduled Fires prior to the raid force insertion.  With the target being suppressed, the AH-1W Cobras serviced the target area as the heliborne forces inserted in the Landing Zone in less than 90 seconds.  With movement covered by indirect fire assets, India Company and attachments rapidly closed the distance across the desert floor from the LZ to the objective.  With a violent dismounted attack, the objective was secure and the desired training objectives were readily accomplished. 

That same night, Lima Company took the opportunity to conduct a nighttime, total IR spectrum, dismounted attack.  Using its 60mm mortars and 240G Medium Machine guns for combined arms suppression on the two objectives, Lima continued the development of night fighting skills that have been its hallmark for more than two years.  Utilizing all organic company assets, they attacked the objectives sequentially maximizing IR Optics in the non-illuminated environment.  Upon consolidation on the final objective, the signal for a simulated enemy counterattack was given and the weight of the available 60mm and 81mm Mortar systems were brought to bear on the enemy targets along with the preponderance of direct fire weapons. 

Throughout all the training at Bright Star, to include the combined arms live-fire attacks, MSNBC covered BLT operations in order to produce a documentary on the entire MEU.  Televised several weeks later, “The Tip of the Spear” chronicled the efforts of Marines at all levels of the command during final preparations before anticipated combat operations.  The one-hour MSNBC Special provided superb coverage of the Bright Star training while simultaneously covering the human side of the BLT’s experiences.  (A VCR tape of the program is included for historical archives.)

As each of the companies completed their live-fire CALFEX they began to retrograde back to ARG shipping.  The general back load commenced on 17 October and continued through the 21st.  In addition to her complement of Marines, the ARG also welcomed coalition forces making this a unique experience.  On 23 October coalition forces observed first hand the United States Navy/Marine Corps Team’s unique capabilities as they participated in an amphibious demonstration off the coast of Egypt.  Following two days of rehearsals, coalition forces including Greece, Egypt, and Spain participated in the combined amphibious assault.  After the high-profile demonstration, the BLT completed its reconstitution aboard ARG shipping on 24 October, thus concluding its participation in Exercise Bright Star.

Having recovered from our training in Egypt, the ARG/MEU team traveled to various ports for some much needed liberty.  From 31 October to 04 November, the ships enjoyed liberty on Souda Bay, Greece and Marmaris, Turkey.  With current ATFP restrictions in the Theatre, security measures were strictly enforced.  Despite planning for the next training exercise in Albania and on-going security operations, the Marines of the BLT were able to enjoy some well-deserved liberty in each of the ports.  After a refreshing stay, the ARG/MEU reconstituted and focused itself for operations at the Albanian National Training Continuum Exercise.

Arriving off the coast of Albania, forces prepared to execute more than two weeks of training at several separate locations to include Sazan Island, and the Biza Training Area Northeast of Tirane.  On 10 November, as some Marines prepared to celebrate their Corps’ Birthday, others were inserted, onto Sazan Island, Albania in preparation for extended training.  CEB platoon occupied the island as the OPFOR for the first of the BLT’s maneuver exercises.  Later in the day, Scout Sniper R&S Elements were inserted to begin intelligence gathering on the OPFOR in preparation for subsequent raid forces.

Concurrent with the on-going training and preparation for full-scale offload of ARG/MEU forces for the NTC Exercise, the MEU/BLT began to receive word that they were going to be ordered to CENTCOM-5th Fleet Area of Operations in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Unsure of if, or when, the execute order to begin this movement would arrive, MEU and BLT planners reorganized the NTC training plan to facilitate the execution of MEU(SOC) raids prior to the general offload for full-scale training.  This modification to the original training plan facilitated rapid transit from the AO if the execute order for OEF was given and it ensured combat rehearsals would be executed regardless of the directed endstate.

On the night of the 11 November, the first MEU(SOC) Raid was executed with India Company conducting a heliborne assault onto the MOUT Facility being defended by the BLT’s Combat Engineer Platoon.  With Scout Sniper Teams providing “eyes on the objective” the heliborne force rapidly inserted into the objective area following heavy pre-assault fires from both the MEU’s organic AV-8Bs and AH-1W aircraft.  Utilizing their night vision capabilities and the IR spectrum, India Company was able to overcome the OPFOR after a tenacious fight.  Conducting link-up with the R&S teams on overwatch of the objective area, the raid force quickly exfiltrated the island objective and recovered aboard ARG-shipping.  The entire mission was executed in less than 3 hours. 

The day after the initial assault on Sazan Island, the BLT received word from the MEU that the execute order had been issued for the Bataan ARG and 26th MEU to proceed through the Suez Canal to 5th Fleet’s Area of Operation and attach to Task Force 58 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Quickly transiting from the Albanian AO, the ARG steamed for Port Said and commenced its transit of the Suez Canal.  

On 15 November Marines from Kilo Battery(Platoon-minus strength) crossdecked from the USS Whidbey Island to the MV Hague for the Suez Canal transit.  Their mission was to provide ATFP security for the ship as it moved through the strategic choke point.  Kilo Battery successfully completed their mission and returned to ARG shipping on 19 November South of the Suez Canal.

As the ships prepared for their transit through the canal, the BLT prepared its Marines for war.  From 16-20 November the BLT conducted a rapid succession of small arms live-fire exercises aboard ARG shipping.  Only the actual transit of the Suez Canal delayed live-fire training.  Once the ARG was out of the Red Sea, the BLT continued with live-fire training.  These live-fire exercises were constant from the 25th through the 28th of November as the Marines continued to Battle Sight Zero their weapons and conduct presentation drills to keep their weapons- handling skills sharp.

During the entire 18-day trip from the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal to the North Arabian Sea, the Battalion’s staff was engaged in intensive deliberate planning for a multitude of missions for operations in Afghanistan.  With the fluid environment within Afghanistan as Anti-Taliban/Opposition Group Forces continue to press the attack, staffs from the 15th /26th MEUs, TF-58 and all MSEs met aboard the USS Bonhomme Richard in order to conduct face-to-face planning.  Through detailed planning, exchange of combat SOPs, and personal introductions, a cohesion among the separate Marine units was established that lead to ultimate success in combat operations that would set historical precedence.  BLT staff planning was fused together through a clear Commander’s Battlespace Area Evaluation (CBAE) and subsequent Commander’s Intent that focused efforts.  (A complete copy of the BLT Operations Order, CBAE, and supporting documents will be included in the Command Chronology pending appropriate declassification.)

Combat Operations commenced for BLT 3/6 on 23 November as the Tank and AAV platoons (without T/O vehicles) were deployed into Pasni, Pakistan.  Operating as dismounted provisional rifle platoons to provide security for Beach Landing Sight Chur and APOE (Air Point of Embarkation) Pasni, Pakistan, both platoons would continue with their security mission for more than two months.

With BLT 3/6 elements holding the BLS/APOE in Pakistan, elements of the 15th MEU captured, defended and continued to build combat power at FOB Rhino, a small airstrip in Southern Afghanistan. On 01 December, Task Force Sledge Hammer(CAAT/LAR Platoons) moved ashore to BLS Pasni, Pakistan.  Airlifted from Pasni via C-130 and C-17, Task Force Sledge Hammer rapidly inserted into FOB Rhino and was integrated into the perimeter defense and combat patrol plan.  Conducting local security patrols, long-range screening operations, and combined missions with the Australian SAS near Lashkar Gah, the mobility of these two platoons proved invaluable in the expansive desert environment.

On 03 December, Kilo Battery (-) formed two provisional rifle platoons.  Each of these units flew to Shamsi, Pakistan to assume responsibility for FARP security.  Led by the Battery Executive Officer, they would perform this security mission for the duration of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Critical to heliborne movements between the ARG position in the North Arabian Sea and objectives in Southern Afghanistan, the Shamsi FARP site was a key component in the subsequent demonstration of unparalleled Operational Reach that was achieved by Marine forces.

In another historical event during the opening days of Operation Enduring Freedom, the remainder of Kilo Battery  inserted into Northern Afghanistan via C-130 on 09 December to Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan.  The following morning, these Marines conducted a surface movement South to Kabul, Afghanistan and secured the former US Embassy. Closed for more than a decade, Kilo Battery(-) was responsible for re-establishing security at the embassy and setting the conditions for  commencement of normal diplomatic activities from this location.  Despite the isolated locale, harsh weather, and lack of infrastructure, the mission was a complete success with a security perimeter quickly established and the entire embassy complex swept of unexploded ordnance and potential booby traps.  The Kilo Battery embassy security mission continued in Kabul until 30 December with their eventual relief by elements of the newly formed 4th MEB.  

On 12 December the main effort BLT 3/6 began to transition ashore through Pasni and continued to their staging area in FOB Rhino.  Consisting of the BLT TAC-D, India Company (-)(REIN), and the Combat Engineer Platoon, these forces linked-up up with Bravo 1/1 LAR and Task Force Sledgehammer to complete final preparations for the subsequent mission.  Two days later during the pre-dawn hours of 15 December, these forces under the command of BLT 3/6, conducted a combined heliborne-surface assault from FOB Rhino to Seize Kandahar International Airport.  With TFS/Bravo LAR transiting Kandahar and initially seizing the airfield from the North, the heliborne forces immediately inserted onto the Eastern Portion of the airfield.  Over the next 24 hours, BLT 3/6 established a significant perimeter around the airfield facilitating the introduction of fixed-wing aircraft and ensuring that the internal perimeter buildings and runways were swept clean of unexploded ordnance, mines, and booby traps.

During the initial days at Kandahar, while perimeter defenses were being established and clearing operations continued, the inherent danger in the environment was drastically manifested.  On 16 December, while conducting clearing operations on the Western end of the runway, three Marines were severely wounded from the detonation of an anti-personnel mine triggered from direct pressure.   Corporal Chandler, Sergeant Aranda, and Lance Corporal Sovereign were all medevac’d from Kandahar for necessary treatment of their wounds.  The most severely wounded, Corporal Chandler, was subsequently transported to Walter Reed Hospital in Washington following the amputation of his lower leg.  Fortunately, all three Marines survived the potentially life-threatening situation.

Follow-on forces from the BLT immediately began to flow into Kandahar International Airport in order to build-up combat power and facilitate the execution of subsequent combat operations.  After closing the remainder of India Company and the Combat Engineer Platoon, Kilo Company began to arrive at the airfield on 17 December.  Along with India Company, these two forces established Battle Positions protecting the entire Southern Portion of the airport that would remain until the formal relief in place of Marine forces nearly two months later.

As the Southern Perimeter was being reinforced, Lima Company inserted into Afghanistan and occupied staging areas at FOB Rhino in order to aid the 15th MEU with security operations in that Area of Operations.  Intended to augment combat power as the 15th MEU conducted its withdrawal to ARG shipping, Lima Company remained in place several days assisting with the desert airfield security.  Finally, on 24 December Lima Company’s mission at FOB Rhino was complete and they effected link-up with the remainder of the BLT at Kandahar International Airport.  Conducting a relief-in-place with Bravo 1/1 LAR, they occupied and developed the Northern Perimeter of the airfield while freeing up the mobile LAV assets to provide a robust QRF and assume follow-on missions.  

While unable to celebrate Christmas in the normal fashion, Marines at Kandahar did manage to recognize the occasion.  Events started on the 22nd of December when the Commandant of the Marine Corps, General James L. Jones visited the Marines with the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps.  Touring the perimeter positions throughout the night, the visit during the holiday season sent a clear message to everyone that the people and leaders back home were focused on their efforts within Afghanistan.  Additionally, Marines were able to send email or call home and the full gamut of religious services were available to everyone during this period.  The Battalion also produced a Holiday Greetings Card modeled after the original version sent by the 6th Marines in December 1941 while attached to 1st Marine Brigade in Reykjavik, Iceland.  The card, depicting a Marine standing his post during inclement weather and harsh conditions, was a thoroughly appropriate representation of the challenges facing the Marines of 3/6 during 2001.


The BLT continued to occupy these defensive positions throughout the Christmas Holiday to the end of the New Year. In addition to organic elements, the BLT’s had other units attached during these initial operations to include a Navy EOD Det, Bravo Co, 1st LAR, BLT 1/1, and the 26th MEU(SOC) LAAD Detachment.  The composition of these forces greatly enhanced the overall combat power of the BLT and facilitated a great number of on-going operations. Defensive operations were augmented through the conduct of regular mobile security patrols within a 10-12 Km radius of the airfield, fortifying battle positions, and coordinating efforts with the ARMY SOF and Anti-Taliban Forces operating within the AO.  Forces continued to build up within the perimeter as more joint and coalition forces arrived at Kandahar in order to stage for follow-on combat operations. (A schematic of the perimeter defensive posture at the end of the year, to include non-organic attachments mentioned above, is enclosed in the OEF documents section for historical archives.)


The first of these missions came on 29 December as the BLT 3/6 LAR Platoon and Heliborne elements of the Australian SAS conducted a combined assault on a suspected Taliban training camp Northwest of Kandahar near Garmabek Gah.  Finding extensive caves and training areas, the raid force was able to exploit large amounts of intelligence material during their search of the objective.  During the insert of the SAS forces, one CH-53 executed a hard landing that severely damaged its landing gear.  Upon receipt of this information, the BLT and MEU at Kandahar immediately commenced planning and launched the 81mm TRAP Force in order to conduct a Mechanical Trap in the vicinity of this objective.  Recovery of the aircraft proved difficult due to terrain and the position of the airframe.  As a result, the TRAP and LAR Platoon remained in a security perimeter around the site until 1 January 2002.

As the year drew to a close, the BLT found its forces in multiple locations conducting a wide-variety of missions in support of Operations Enduring Freedom.  On 30 and 31 December, one of these missions came to a successful conclusion with the Relief-in-Place of  Kilo Battery (-) from the US Embassy in Kabul.  Extracting to Kandahar International Airport they received little respite as they immediately assumed a portion of the perimeter in security of the airfield.  

Overall, the first three months of LF6F 1-02 had been tremendously eventful and rewarding for the Marines of BLT 3/6.  One indicator of the esprit within each Marine was the overwhelmingly high reenlistment rate across the BLT.  Through December 31st, more than 50 First-Term Marines had decided to reenlist for another term of service in the Marine Corps.  Support from home was likewise impressive as thousands visited the BLT webpage; a CD of which is included with the report.  The War in Afghanistan and swelling patriotism within every man was undoubtedly a significant factor in this.  The BLT’s historic involvement in Operation Enduring Freedom and the challenging missions that lay ahead instilled a positive mindset in every Marine as the New Year approached.  However challenged by enemy, weather, terrain or mission, America’s Varsity would continue to press the attack and make history.    

As the BLT welcomed in the New Year at Kandahar International Airport, it’s forces prepared for the first of several long-range raids against Taliban/Al Qaida targets.  Launching forces late in the evening on 31 December, the initial objective was the Maiwand Military Garrison, 90 KM Northwest of Kandahar.  The raid was comprised of the combined LAR Company Minus (BLT 3/6 LAR and BLT 1/1 LAR), Kilo Company (-), the 26th MEU(SOC) Force Recon Detachment, and the BLT TAC-D.  Of particular note with the task organization of the raid force was the incorporation of 15 Anti-Taliban Fighters that employed to facilitate identification and verification of Taliban/Al Qaida Forces and for their knowledge of the routes and local area of operations. The raid force departed Kandahar International Airport at 2030 Local on 31 December and promptly linked-up with the ATF personnel on the outskirts of Kandahar.  Continuing the movement through downtown Kandahar, the raid force proceeded west for more than 60 minutes until establishing an ORP short of the objective. Conducting the final briefing within the ORP, the force commenced its final movement to the objective area and commenced the assault at 0530 local.  Isolating the target area with an outer cordon comprised of LAR, the assault element gained entry into the first of fourteen compounds on the objective.  While Kilo Company provided the inner cordon of the initial compound, all local males were detained and moved to a holding area while the Force Recon detachment cleared the compound in detail.  Each subsequent compound was reduced in similar fashion without any notable resistance from the local populous. Throughout the entire search, multiple weapons were recovered from the former Taliban training garrison and a large volume of documents for further intelligence exploitation.  In all the actual cordon and search of the Maiwand Military Garrison took just over six hours and the raid force was deployed from the Kandahar perimeter for nearly 36 hours returning at dawn on 2 January.

Concurrent with the combat operations launched from Kandahar, the BLT defensive mission continued in order to enable joint/coalition operations.  Throughout the BLT’s occupation of Kandahar International Airport, continuous local area combat patrols were executed to add depth to the defense and provide early warning on enemy movements.  These patrols were conducted by the BLT’s CAAT Platoon, LAR Platoon and H&S Company’s IFAV units on a continually rotating basis.  Normal patrol execution facilitated extensive coverage during both daylight and limited visibility with varying routes and force composition.  Integration of ATF personnel with each patrol was common to facilitate minefield and unexploded ordnance identification.  These patrols served as one of many overt defensive measures designed to maximize the security posture for coalition forces.  The effective security sweeps, interaction/show of force to the local population, emplacement of SCAMP sensors, and investigation of enemy activity was critical to overall defensive success. 

On 05 Jan 02 India Company participated in another raid/cordon and search, this time near the Lashkar Gah area of Afghanistan.  The raid was a combined surface/heliborne raid to seize and search a suspected Taliban/Al Qaida C2 node.  The coalition force consisted of India Company as the heliborne force and Australian SAS as the surface force.  The objective area was located approximately 85 kilometers southwest of Kandahar International Airport and south of Lashkar Gah.  With Australian SAS forces isolating the objective area, the raid force inserted via 26th MEU(SOC) Aviation assets just prior to sunset.  The objective area consisted of one major compound with two adjacent compounds/structures that were also cleared.  With the Australian SAS outer cordon, India Company was able to provide the inner cordon and coordinate the detailed search of each compound with the Force Recon detachment.  Similar to the tactics used at the Maiwand Military Garrison, the interaction with both the Force Recon detachment and the Anti-Taliban fighters was seamless because of prior coordination.  The raid force was on the objective approximately four hours and the raid resulted in the capture of four AK-47 assault rifles, six RPGs, one RPG launcher, one RPK machine gun, one VHF radio and a large quantity of small arms ammunition.  Four detainees were searched, blindfolded, flex-cuffed and extracted form the raid site with the raid force.  These detainees were subsequently processed at the Kandahar detainee facility while the raid force was thoroughly debriefed by S-2 personnel. 

On 06 Jan 02 Lima Company supported Echo Platoon, SEAL Team 3 in a sensitive site exploitation mission on an Al Qaida cave complex in eastern Afghanistan.  The Zahwar Kili mission was planned for 12 hours duration but the force quickly discovered more than anticipated.  Communicating with Task Force K-Bar and the BLT COC via PSC-5 TACSAT, the force relayed the quantities of munitions and equipment being uncovered, the vast array of cave complexes, and the expansive area of the target objective.  Deciding to extend the force on the objective beyond the planned duration, TF KBAR and the BLT began to develop necessary resupply plans that would sustain the force over the next 8 days.  Focusing on food, water, warming layers, ammunition and batteries, several resupply missions were flown into the objective area over the next week to support the force.  Concurrently, the force continued to exploit the extensive cave complexes and enemy equipment/weapons for eight days.  Lima Company conducted exploitation, reconnaissance and security patrols, securing the flanks of the SEAL Platoons as they  deliberately reduced each cave entrance and complex.  With Air Force Special Tactics Squadron personnel calling in JDAMS strikes from CFACC assets, the force was able to destroy all substantial equipment and cave entrances it uncovered.  In addition to providing the outer cordon as the total force exploited the valley, Lima Company conducting near continuous security patrols during periods of limited visibility and uncovered extensive munitions caches in villages and buildings as they moved through the objective area.  In all, the entire mission lasted 8 days and was a tremendous success.

On 09 Jan 02, while providing internal airfield security at FOB Impala in Shamsi, Pakistan, members of Kilo Battery witnessed a Marine KC-130 re-fueler aircraft crash into the mountain side.  Kilo Battery quickly sent a squad of Marines to the base of the mountain and established a security perimeter around the crash site.  The next day, 10 Jan 02, the 81mm Mortar Platoon’s Assault Climbers prepared and were deployed to provide aide in recovery efforts at the crash sight.  Utilizing their extensive assault climber experience and equipment, they were quickly able to negotiate the treacherous terrain and rocks to access the crash and extract the remains of the crewmen.  Their work would continue for nearly a week as they struggled with the weight and position of the mission in order to accomplish this crucial task.

The next day, 10 January 2002, the BLT defensive positions at Kandahar came under enemy attack just after the first Air Force C-130 departed the airfield enroute to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  The enemy attack commenced at 2000 Local with eight (8) illumination flares being fired over the airfield from the North.  Having been dark for several hours, BLT forces were postured at the normal 50% alert status.  The flares were fired at 30 second-1 minute intervals during which time movement was reported approximately 200 meters in front of the H&S/Lima Company positions along the Northern perimeter.  Almost immediately, multiple reports of enemy direct fire came from H&S/Lima positions (SEE Combat Action Ribbon Summary in enclosures) along the Northern perimeter and from Kilo Battery  on the Southeastern side of the perimeter.  At both locations, the initial reports consisted of steady tracer fire from small arms impacting the sandbagged fighting positions, kicking up dirt in the open terrain around the positions and passing across the perimeter.  As the enemy commenced their attack, the flat, open terrain of the airfield made anyone on both sides of the perimeter susceptible to dangerous fire.  

Lieutenant Colonel Jerome M. Lynes, the Battalion Commander, and Captain Daniel Q. Greenwood, the Battalion Operations Officer directed Captain Jeffrey S. McCormack to engage all visible targets while they worked to coordinate other BLT assets.  With the three Northern BLT Battle Positions suppressing enemy targets with organic direct fire weapons, Captain Brian M. Howlett, the Battalion Fire Support Coordinator, cleared the 81mm Mortar Platoon to fire an illumination mission to the North.  With the H&S Company initially adjusting fires, these rounds were used to silhouette enemy forces.  For the next 8 minutes, H&S/Lima Companies, and CAAT Zulu elements continued to engage the enemy with M240G and M16A2 fire.  

As BLT forces continued to exchange direct fire with the two enemy attack positions, Lieutenant Colonel Lynes approved the activation of the BLT Mobile Quick Reaction Force (QRF).  Captain Greenwood directed the LAR Platoon to execute movement from their staging area near the Airport terminal to the Northern perimeter in order to link-up/reinforce H&S Company.  

Despite the overwhelming firepower being delivered by BLT forces, the enemy was able to maneuver in the microterrain and continue their attack on the airfield.  H&S Company, Lima Company (-), CAAT and LAR Platoons continued to engage with direct fire against enemy forces to the North as positions throughout the perimeter continued to receive direct fire and tracer rounds.  Gradually, the enemy direct fire subsided under the overwhelming response from BLT forces and the perimeter became quiet after more than 40 minutes.  Positions along the perimeter continued to track the situation and report on potential enemy activity.  

Relative calm following the intense firefight ensued until Captain Ryan Pyke, the Battalion Intelligence Officer reported two positive readings from the Scorpion Infrared Sensors emplaced along the revetments to the Southwest of Kilo Company.  Employing thermal optics and the Company’s Scout Sniper positions, Kilo Company attempted to gain observation on this potential infiltration.  The Battalion Air Officer, Captain Berry, coordinated P-3C AIM over flight in order to positively identify the number and movement of the enemy infiltrators.  Minutes later, the airborne P-3C AIM platform confirmed three individuals 800-1000 meters West-Southwest from the perimeter.  The potential infiltrators appeared to egress to the West and no further direct fire engagement ensued.  Finally, at 0109 on 11 January, Lieutenant Colonel Lynes, ordered perimeter forces to assume the normal 50% posture for the remainder of the evening.  In what turned out to be an extremely eventful evening, no further significant action resulted and the BLT continued to execute aggressive defensive operations.

On 14 Jan 02, 2nd Platoon, Lima Company reported seven personnel placing a mortar tube and RPGs inside an adobe building.  Our QRF consisting LAR platoon and opposition group forces were sent to investigate and uncovered a cache of weapons along with several underground storage areas and potential tunnel complexes.  Launching a combat engineer element to this location, the complex was subsequently destroyed with several demolition blasts and the weapons were all recovered. This episode proved to be an eventful evening for Lima Company having just returned from their 8-day cave-clearing mission in the Zahwar Kili region.  All Task Force K-Bar and Lima Company forces were successfully recovered and integrated back into the defensive posture.  Formal debrief of the forces took place during the morning of 15 January 2002. 

From 16 to 29 Jan 02, H&S Company conducted a security mission for Task Force 11 in the town of Khowst, Afghanistan.  Departing Kandahar International Airport on the 16th, the CH-53s were diverted to Bagram Air Base due to weather conditions and an inability to clear the near-10,000 foot peaks to get into the Khowst region.  Finally after several attempts, the force inserted on 18 January and immediately established a security perimeter allowing the TF-11 SOF forces to operate unimpeded.  Ten days later, the H&S force was relieved of the mission by elements from TF Rakkasan/101st Airborne so that the force could recover and be extracted back to ARG shipping along with the majority of the BLT.  On 28 Jan 02 an Army CH-47 in the initial waves of the TF Rakkasan insertion went down near the H&S Companies position.  H&S Security Element Marines arrived on the scene soon after the helicopter went down and immediately began providing security and fist aid.   14 soldiers were wounded and evacuated to Kandahar International Airport.  

On 16 Jan 02, Kilo Company pushed out of the BLT’s defensive perimeter at Kandahar International Airport and established ambush positions.  The company rotated its platoons out on different ambush sites during a 72-hour period.  Covering defilade terrain used by Taliban/Al Qaida fighters near the airfield, the covert patrols were designed to prevent infiltration of the airfield.  Battling harsh weather conditions with minimal food and water, the missions were a complete success and the Company extracted on 19 Jan 02.

On 18 January, the formal RIP with TF Rakkasan/101st Airborne began in full force with multiple company positions, including Lima Company, the provisional H&S Platoons, and the initial elements of Kilo Company. After days of planning with the advance elements of the Army forces, the actual RIP began. With two Companies of the Army elements OPCON to the BLT, the Marine forces was now comprised of diverse but robust elements.  Over the next 10 days, the RIP would expand to the entire perimeter including Mortar firing positions with the Entry Control Point and QRF being the last elements relieved in place.

On 20 Jan 02, the Tank and AAV Platoons ended their 55 day security mission in Pasni, Pakistan.  They conducted a RIP with two rifle platoons from H&S Company and extracted to ARG shipping.  The Bravo Command Element accompanied the two provisional platoons back to Pasni in order to supervise the smooth flow of forces back to ARG shipping. Two days later on 22 Jan 02, while the RIP on the perimeter at Kandahar continued, India Company completed its retrograde to ARG shipping.  The next day on 23 Jan 02, Kilo Company also retrograded to ARG shipping with the initial elements of the CAAT/LAR Task Force.  From the 23rd on, the forces at Kandahar included Lima Company, 1st Section of the 81mm Mortar Platoon, and the TAC Delta Command Group. 

As the BLT continued to conduct the final stages of RIP and flow forces south to ARG Shipping, tragedy struck as the Marine Corps lost a CH-53 in a crash near Khowst.  On the 22nd of January, less than 12 hours after the crash, the 81mm Platoon TRAP Force was deployed with the MEU’s Aviation Mishap Board to conduct an investigation and destroy any remaining sensitive material.  Led by SSGT Harrington, and including Captain Douglas Glover as the FAC, the force successfully inserted at the site, destroyed the wreckage and withdrew back to Kandahar. 

From 23-26 January the last elements of the rifle companies and CAAT/LAR phased south through Pasni, Pakistan to ARG Shipping.  The BLT TAC-Delta command group successfully passed command and control of the defensive security mission on 23 January to TF Rakkasan while continuing to provide the QRF and TRAP forces for all coalition assets operating at Kandahar and in Southern Afghanistan.  By 26 January, the only BLT elements remaining at Kandahar included the TAC-D, Lima Company (QRF) and 1st Section 81mm Mortar Platoon(TRAP).  During the last week, as forces continued to fly south, the BLT maintained an aggressive training package including live-fire at Tarnak Farms on a daily basis, Bald Eagle fly-away rehearsals, and conditioning hikes to maintain the combat edge in the event that another mission should be assigned to our forces. Concurrently, the BLT Staff was heavily engaged in planning the initial stages of Operation Anaconda with both TF KBAR and TF Rakkasan.  

On 28 January, the BLT TAC-D command group was phased back to ARG Shipping to reconstitute for further missions.  Lima Company and the 81mm Mortar Platoon remained at Kandahar to continue providing the QRF and TRAP Forces. Concurrently the RIP at Khowst continued despite the Ch-47 Crash and all elements of this force were recovered back aboard the ARG by 29 January. On the 1-2 February 02, Lima Co and 81’s Platoon continued their support of TF Rakkasan at Kandahar International Airport.  They were staged for possible QRF and TRAP missions in support of upcoming missions in Eastern Afghanistan.  Planning required the 

TRAP Charlie package to stage forward at Bagram Airfield in support of the AQ0049D raid(Operation Anaconda).  When this mission was delayed due to weather and lunar conditions, the force was recovered back to Kandahar with Lima Company and staged for subsequent withdrawal to ARG shipping as TF Rakkasan assumed the QRF/TRAP responsibilities.

On 05 Feb 02, BLT 3/6 in its entirety was reconstituted aboard ARG shipping.  Several days later, in response to Army requests, one platoon from India Company was staged back at Kandahar International Airport for Possible TRAP/QRF missions.  The platoon was staged on 12 Feb 02 and recovered on 20 Feb 02.  This weeklong mission was designed to augment the personnel at Kandahar in order to facilitate concurrent mission taskings while having a Marine force familiar with these missions on hand.

While the BLT conducted valuable maintenance and recovery operations aboard ARG-Shipping in anticipation of future operational taskings, additional training opportunities surfaced.  On 25 and 26 Feb 02 India Company was given the privilege of participating in a bi-lateral training near Pasni, Pakistan.  India Company trained with Pakistani Marines in the concepts of heliborne assault and basic squad fire and movement technique.  This opportunity was an invaluable way of showing the Marine Corps’ gratitude to the Pakistani government and Armed Forces for their support in operations at Pasni, Pakistan facilitating the flow of forces north to Afghanistan.  

As the month of February drew to a close, the BLT continued to remain postured for future operational taskings.  There was little time to reflect on the historical significance of the events surrounding Operation Enduring Freedom with the likelihood of future combat operations high.
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LOGISTICS
During the month of July BLT 3/6 participated in ARGEX.  For this exercise, an 80% on-load of all vehicles was conducted to test the feasibility of the load plans.  All BLT vehicles were loaded for the exercise. 

Embarkation focused full attention on finalizing the load plans and preparing cargo and containers for shipment to Norfolk, VA.  The intent was to attain as near a 100% on-load as possible.  On-load was completed at the end of the month in conjunction with the preparation for JTFEX /SACEX /SOCEX exercises.  This required a Herculean effort on the part of the Bataan Team Embarkation Officer, 1stLt Charlie Hermosa and BLT Embarkation Officer, 1sLt Daniel Kuelker. 

In maintenance, corrections were made to any discrepancies found during the E-70 Supply Logistics Analysis Program (SLAP) inspection conducted during June.  At this point, all Pre-expended Bins (PEBs) were validated.  No significant findings were noted in any maintenance commodity.  

August began with the on-load of cargo and personnel in preparation for JTFEX/SACEX/SOCEX exercises, conducted at the beginning of the month.  JTFEX, conducted during transit to Vieques, Puerto Rico, allowed the ammunition techs to coordinate and validate ammunition packages to support the upcoming SOCEX qualifications.  

SACEX was the first major evolution for BLT participation.  This included a partial amphibious and heliborne assault onto Vieques Island to support the Supporting Arms Capabilities Exercise (SACEX).  Since the TAC-D command package went ashore, the ammunition chief acted as the logistics chief for the battalion.  Having performed commendably, the result was a SNCO or Officer would now be attached to the TAC-D command when ashore.  More efficient use of ship to shore communications and TACLOG coordination would have alleviated any problems noted in support ashore.  SACEX was completed after a three-day wash down in Roosevelt Roads Naval Station, Puerto Rico. Washdown was run by the MSSG with the BLT providing working-party for the wash force. 

SOCEX commenced once the Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) moved into position off the coast of North Carolina.  Rehearsals conducted during this underway period streamlined logistics support processes.  SOCEX consisted of the gamut of MEU (SOC) exercises, all of which were supported and conducted professionally and proficiently.

August ended with a week long maintenance stand down and equipment accountability.  All cargo remained aboard ARG shipping with small guard detail, which would remain aboard until the deployment began; thus requiring small transportation arrangements for personnel who remained at Camp Lejeune.  A well deserved leave break commenced with a 20% personnel on hand requirement which included at the minimum one SNCO or Officer per section.

September began with the majority of the battalion landing team on leave.  Remain behind personnel focused on tracking maintenance or embarkation issues.  Embarkation personnel were focused on identifying troop cargo requirements and preparing pre-positioned supplies for transportation to Sigonella, Italy.  Ammunition techs focused on finalizing the ammunition numbers to be embarked across Onslow Beach.  Maintenance and motor transport personnel were tracking pending repairs and statuses.  As well, all ATLASS II+ was being conducted aboard ARG shipping at Norfolk, VA where the mainframe was now located.  Our MMO section received a boost with the arrival of a new Maintenance Management Chief, Cpl Ferrell. 

After the September 11th attacks on the World Trade Center  the Pentagon initiated staff planning for a possible Joint Task Force deployment to support rescue and security efforts in New York.  The focus was loading the designated personnel and vehicles aboard the USS Bataan and the USS Shreveport.  Load plans were created and equipment and vehicles prepared, based upon mission analysis, in less than 36 hours.  The intended debarkation and re-embarkation of all BLT assets was coordinated as well.  The execute order was never received and deployment preparation continued as usual.

On 19 September, the final on-load was conducted.  The USS Shreveport and USS Whidbey Island conducted pier side on-loads at Morehead City Port while the USS Bataan conducted on-load via LCAC and helicopter across Onslow Beach.  The on-load was completed in one day and the ARG set sail for the Mediterranean Sea.  No significant logistical changes took place due to the September 11 terrorist attacks.

In October, we did a short port call in Rota, Spain to acquire cross-decked equipment from the 24th MEU.  On the third day we pulled out and steamed toward Egypt to participate in Exercise Bright Star.

Due to heightened tensions and an elevated security posture, logistics at Bright Star were clouded with friction to say the least.  Transportation issues involved, but were not limited to: 50-vehicle convoys from the beach to Mubarak Military City, required passes from Egyptian security to move between the base and the training area, delayed delivery of ammunition via HST.  Cargo, which had been frustrated at the beach did not reach the support camp until 5 days after debarkation.  Hot chow finally got down range on the fifth evening.  The retrograde back to ARG shipping proved to be less complex due to the relaxed requirements on convoy movements.  

Once aboard ARG shipping, commodities conducted inventories and maintenance inspections. At the end of October, 1stLt Charlie Hermosa was appointed as Maintenance Management Officer and 2ndLt Mike Cristler was moved to Motor Transport Officer.  

The ARG began its transit to Albania to conduct training.  After planning to support the BLT across three locations – two inland training areas and one island, finalization never came to fruition.  At this time rumors began circulating about deployment for combat operations in the North Arabian Sea.

Come November, the reality of deploying to South West Asia became a reality when the ARG began its transit through the Suez Canal.  At this point, the embarkation Marines began focusing on potential offload plans, the ammunition techs began computing combat loads, and supply personnel began focusing on requirements for high altitude, cold weather operations. 

After about ten days of transit, the ARG was on station off the coast of Pakistan, finalizing operations plans with Task Force 58 and the 15th MEU.  The scenario called for the establishing of no fewer than four forward operating bases stretched across no fewer than 750nm.  Plans were made for assignment of personnel to each location to assist in throughput.  

Provisional rifle platoons were moved ashore to secure the BLS at Chur, Pakistan and the APOE at Pasni Air Base, Pakistan.  Support was pushed from the Bataan ARG to support these locations and the Forward Operating Base (FOB) Rhino in southern Afghanistan, which had been established by the 15th MEU.

December began with the offload of our CAAT/LAR platoons to move forward to FOB Rhino.  15th MEU established the logistics support section at FOB Rhino, coordinating all support for our CAAT/LAR section.  On 12 December, the TAC-D moved to FOB Rhino in preparation for subsequent operations.  At this point a small logistics cell was put there to support transient units.  The initial insert was via CH-53 and C-130.  Coordination with TF-58 logistics personnel aided in the deconflicting of requirements and priorities of the two MEUs, which were competing for limited movement assets.  At this point the Lines of Communication were stretched over 250nm, supported by 8 CH-53s, 6 CH-46s and 4 internal C-130s.  C-130s attached from the Marine squadrons were critical in supporting via the unimproved runway at FOB Rhino.

While at Rhino the 15th MEU was supportive in all logistical areas.  However, the accountability of maintenance parts, which had been pushed forward, lacked the necessary attention to effectively ensure supported units received the parts.  Maintenance personnel at Rhino would hang parts where necessary.  Cannibalization of parts was as essential as selective interchange in keeping vehicle systems operational.

December ended with the entire BLT inserted at Kandahar International Airfield.  Initial sustainment at the time of the assault took time to establish and units on the objective were subsisting on (2) MREs and half-a-gallon of water a day. During this time, the efforts of the S-4A (1stLt Kuelker) and Logistics Chief (SSgt Thomas) made a significant impact on the success of BLT operations.  

The new LOC from ARG shipping to Kandahar had three hubs between Pakistan and Afghanistan.  The BLT had personnel to support in Pasni, Shamsi and Jacobabad, Pakistan as well as Kandahar and Kabul, Afghanistan.  Logistics personnel worked in every location in order to support the BLT and its logistical requirements.  
January began the New Year with all BLT command and control assets situated in Kandahar supporting units there, in Kabul, and Shamsi.  Logistics personnel still assisted with logistics throughput Pasni and Jacobabad. Bravo Company LAR 1/1 completed its retrograde to Kuwait 

At this time, the logistics efforts involved supporting combat operations and fulfilling the daily routine of issuing chow and water.  All the sections planned and executed support for six combat missions initiating from Kandahar as well as daily combat patrols.  During the execution of joint missions, the BLT logistics section coordinated the long-range support for re-supply.  Supply was engulfed, through the retrograde of all forces, in the accountability and issuance of cold weather gear required for the high altitude missions, which were being planned.  Embarkation still focused on tracking inbound and outbound personnel and equipment.  Food Service Marines continued to push hot wets to the Marines and newly arriving army units – numbers supported were well over 2000.  Maintenance personnel continued to track identification, requisition, delivery, receipt and completion of all corrective maintenance.    

At any given time, the majority of the collective junior enlisted logistics Marines manned fighting positions as members of the provisional rifle platoon.  On the evening of 11 January, they acted commendably in responding to an enemy probe of the BLT lines.  During this evening SSgt Thomas provided ammunition support for units engaged in repelling the enemy action.  A critical re-supply of 81mm mortar ammunition was conducted that evening.  On the previous morning, expended ammunition was replenished for all units involved.  

On 19 January, the BLT began to move components of its Bravo Command element back to ARG shipping.  The bulk of the retrograde would be completed by 28 January with the departure of the tactical command group.  Retrograde was accomplished primary via C-130 and C-17 support.  A three-man logistics cell would continue to work small requirements to support the provisional rifle platoon mission in Khowst, Afghanistan and mission planning for the remaining company reinforced.  Supply continued to work the collection of cold weather gear to support its retrograde by the MSSG.

February would see the completion of the BLT retrograde to ARG shipping.  All forces had departed Kandahar by 4 February.  The embarked forces were already submerged in the Operation Swift Freedom recovery plan inventorying equipment, reconciling all accounts, conducting limited maintenance and repairing deficiencies. On or about 12 February, the remaining assets of the BLT were embarked aboard ARG shipping.

Ammunition techs continued to reconcile their numbers.  Maintenance commodities continued to perform LTIs and repairs.  Embarkation identified and reported the new deck layout for the Bataan.  All commodities completed their OSF recovery reports.   The ARG began to steam for a much needed port visit.

INTELLIGENCE

During the month of July the S-2 shop was busy creating ISOPREP cards, and ordering contingency maps and other products for the upcoming deployment and exercises.  The S-2 shop then proceeded to provide support for pre-deployment exercises; ARGEX/MEUEX and SOCEX.  The intelligence section made final embarkation and shop closing efforts, to include turning in the Network Encryption System (NES) for the Battalions siprnet use.  The BLT continued to enjoy block leave into September.  

On the 11th of September the terrorist attack on the WTC and Pentagon brought an abrupt halt to block leave.   The entire BLT was recalled for what was believed to be an immediate deployment.  However it wasn’t until the scheduled departure date of the 20th of September that the BLT boarded buses and headed to Onslow beach for what would be the first of many LCAC rides of the deployment.  On the September 21, the USS Bataan along with the USS Shreveport, and USS Whidbey Island began the 10-day Trans-Atlantic voyage.  

During the Trans-Lant the intelligence section began producing the Commanding Officers Daily Intelligence Read Board.  The S2 section also made preparations for Exercise Bright Star 01 in Egypt.  The Trans-Atlantic journey ended with passing through the Straits of Gibraltar and porting in Rota, Spain.  During the port, the S2 section conducted turnover with 24th MEU’s S2 section.  The intelligence section received 16 boxes of maps and topographic products of the Mediterranean AO.  After the ships left Rota, Spain the intelligence section once again began preparations for Exercise Bright Star 01.  An Egyptian country handbook and brief, as well as a current terrorist threat brief were created for the BLT’s Principle staff and subordinate companies.  All maps, topographic and special products for Exercise Bright Star 01 were disseminated to the companies.  The intelligence section began Bright Star on the 8th of October.  During the exercise the intelligence section provided current terrorist threat and current events updates.  The scamp detachment implanted sensors along major LOC’s.  Additionally the intelligence section also provided support for the scout sniper platoon.   Exercise Bright Star 01 concluded for the intelligence section on the 18th and re-embarked onto the USS Bataan.   

Following Bright Star ’01, a Liberty and Terrorism awareness brief was created for the upcoming liberty port in Souda Bay, Crete.  On the 30th of October the MEU reached Souda Bay for the first and probably the last liberty port of the float.  The liberty port would last for approximately 6 days.  On the 5th of November the MEU left Souda Bay and headed for Albania.  The National Training Continuum Exercise in Albania was cut short due to inclement weather and the possibility of the MEU’s chop to 5th fleet.  Once chopped to 5th Fleet and  transiting through the Suez Canal, the intelligence section began working on an Afghanistan country handbook and weapons recognition guide.   The dissemination of topographic products, pointy talky language cards, and special products was completed.  The MEU was preparing for insertion into Afghanistan on the 23rd of November, the insertion would be pushed back into the month of December. 

The intelligence section continued planning for contingencies in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  On the 10th of December the initial element of the intelligence section left the ship for Afghanistan.  Two days later another member of the S-2 section entered Afghanistan.  By the 18th of December all elements of the intelligence section were at Kandahar International Airport.  The SCAMP detachment began a robust sensor emplacement.  The intelligence section provided a daily Intsum to the CO and BLT staff.  Maps and imagery were produced and disseminated to elements of the BLT providing security for the airfield, and conducting operations within the AO.

During the month of January, the S2 section was in Afghanistan supporting BLT 3/6 for Operation Enduring Freedom.  On January 15th, the first elements of the Intelligence section left Kandahar Airfield on a C-130 and flew into Pasni Airfield enroute to the USS Bataan.  The remainder of the section stayed behind for possible follow-on missions in the Paktia Province.  The rest of the S2 section came back to the USS Bataan via Pasni Airfield on January 19th.  The next couple of days were allotted to re-organize and track developing situations in the AOR.  The MEU received the news that the Bataan ARG would stay in the area for an additional month.  For the remainder of January, the S2 section prepared for future engagements that could involve the BLT.

During the month of February, the S2 section continued to provide the BLT with maps and imagery of possible future contingencies involving 26 MEU.  Near the end of February, The BLT received word concerning a port visit to Jebel-Ali, UAE.  It was the first liberty port since October in Souda Bay, Crete.  As such, the S2 section prepared an Anti-terrorism / Force Protection order for the BLT.  This port call would be scheduled for the following month.
CHAPLAIN

The Religious Ministry Team (RMT)  participated in ARGEX/MEUEX in July, and then immediately responded to the death of a Marine by providing ministry to the bereaved, leading a memorial service, and assisting with Critical Incident Stress Debrief counseling for those Marines who knew the deceased.  The RMT remained active in work-ups for float as they participated in JTFX, provided interpersonal relationship classes for H&S Company, and assisted with pre-deployment family briefs.


In the days immediately before the float, the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon forced the cancellation of a pre-deployment prayer breakfast.  With the uncertainty of how or when the BLT would deploy, one baptism was performed before its originally scheduled date.


On deployment, the RMT sailed aboard USS WHIDBEY ISLAND (LSD41).  On WBI, the Chaplain provided Liturgical Protestant worship, counseling to those who sought it out, and assistance (when necessary) with Red Cross emergency message notification.  Supplementing his support of these ministries, the RP assisted in the ship’s library.  During Bright Star, the team again provided worship, sacraments, and visitation to Marines in the desert.


When BLT 3/6 became involved with Enduring Freedom/Swift Freedom, the RMT cross-decked to USS BATAAN for debarkation to Pasni, Pakistan.  On the evening of 22 December, the RMT arrived at Qandahar International Airport in Afghanistan.  The next morning they began their field ministry to Marines who were providing security at that location.  In addition to regular visitation on the front lines and alongside mine fields, the team provided a Protestant Christmas Eve service (a portion of which appeared as a video clip on CNN and ABC news), three Protestant communion services in the field every Sunday, and weekly Sunday evening Protestant communion services in the airport terminal.

MEDICAL

July 2001 found Battalion Landing Team 3/6 Battalion Aid Station (BAS) under the leadership of LT Edward J. Miller, MC, USNR.  The Assistant Battalion Surgeon was LT Tom VanHook and the Chief Petty Officer was HMC Timothy Thomas.  As part of BLT 3/6, the BAS personnel T/O stood at 52 Corpsmen, with augments coming from Kilo 3/10 Battery, 2nd Tanks, 2nd AAVs, 2nd LAR, and 2nd  CEB.  From 10-20 July, the BAS embarked onboard ARG shipping as part of ARGEX/MEUEX.  The exercise saw the BAS practice its own MASSCAS response capability and integrate itself with the medical staffs of the respective ARG ships.  Unfortunately, the BAS had to respond to a fallen Marine during MEUEX, with a drowning-at-sea incident occurring during MEUEX.  Following MEUEX, the BAS focused on BLT pre-deployment medical readiness, running Shot Calls and blood draws for the Battalion.

August began with the BAS back aboard ARG shipping for SOCEX, both in Puerto Rico and in the littoral coastal Carolina waters.  SOCEX allowed the BAS to focus and refine its MASSCAS SOP’s and training, culminating with a successful MASSCAS mission at Camp Lejeune, assisting in the 26 MEU’s Special Operations Capable (SOC) qualification.  Other training and activities underway focused on individual corpsmen trauma skills, supply ordering, and AMAL inventory, with attention paid to anticipated needs during the upcoming 26 MEU Mediterranean Deployment.

With the upcoming deployment less than 3 weeks away, the BAS spent the first weeks of September in garrison packing medical, administrative, and personal supplies for embarkation.  This included an itemized inventory of AMALs, BAS computer gear, and field gear.  This material was packed for shipping in QUADCONs/PALCONs and sent to the appropriate ARG ships.  The events of September 11 dramatically altered BAS preparations, forcing a recall of all Sailors on leave and leading to the request for extra medical supplies from 2nd MEDLOG.  Initial rumors of the ARG going to New York City to assist with recovery efforts at the World Trade Center lead to rapid requests for more narcotics, antibiotics, and special surgical gear requested by the Bataan.  While this did not occur, it was with great expectation of upcoming missions and heightened preparedness that the BLT BAS got underway for the Mediterranean on September 19th.

Following the Atlantic crossing, October saw the BAS making a brief turnover with 24 MEU medical elements in Rota, Spain.  Following this turnover, the MEU made rapid plans for participation in Operation Bright Star in Egypt. During this training exercise, the BAS was fully employed, with both a forward aid station and full, Battalion Aid Station set up forward in the Egyptian desert.  Specific training accomplishments included a coalition MASSCAS exercise with the Egyptian Armed Forces, AIR MEDEVAC training with the US Army, NBC warfare medical training, and ambulance night vision/land navigation training.  

November began with all ARG ships in varying liberty ports.  Upon reconstitution, planning began at the MEU and BLT levels for a proposed exercise in Albania.  This exercise would have stretched the logistic capabilities of all MEU medical assets, including the BAS, as transportation to the next echelon of care would have required a trans-Adriatic flight.  However, this exercise was never executed as the MEU was ordered to traverse the Suez Canal and chop into 5th Fleet.  Given the likelihood of upcoming land deployments and combat operations, the BAS focused on combat preparations, including developing a Malaria and vector borne disease prevention policy, inspecting individual corpsmen MOLLE medical bags, instituting daily trauma-skills training for line corpsmen, and re-familiarization of H&S corpsmen with casualty reception plans.  While sitting in the North Arabian Sea, the BLT BAS onboard the USS Bataan had the opportunity to participate in the evacuation, stabilization, and treatment of Afghan anti-Taliban fighters injured in fighting.  Nine severely injured Afghans arrived in the dead of night on the Bataan, all requiring extensive surgical procedures and ICU care.  All BAS Corpsmen on the Bataan participated in the care of these patients, many getting valuable operating room and procedural (tube thoracoscopy, intubation, wound debridement, etc.) training.  Finally, the BAS prepped for likely imminent combat operations in Afghanistan, with packing of AMALs, tentage, and BAS miscellaneous supplies for a full, combat BAS set-up.

December began with the BAS anxiously awaiting an execution order to move onto shore in Afghanistan.  Final logistics and personnel preparations continued during the first two weeks.  On December 12, the initial elements of the BAS flowed from ARG shipping to Camp Rhino in southern Afghanistan, staging there for further movement in country.  The BAS then moved with India Company, BLT 1/1 LAR from 15th MEU, and the alpha command element during the seizure of Kandahar airfield.  As more BAS personnel and supplies flowed in country, the BAS focused on the rapid set up of combat medical support assets and integrating with coalition and other Armed Service medical assets.  These assets, with the BAS being the primary sick call for the entire camp, were used to care for Marine casualties from a mine blast injury, anti-Taliban forces, local Afghans, Air Force, Army, other US Governmental agencies, coalition, and JSOTF personnel during the next few weeks.  Press coverage of the 26 MEU deployment to Kandahar was intense, including a visit by CNN correspondent, Bill Hemmer, to the BAS.  In addition to sick call duties at the Operation Swift Freedom, Kandahar airfield base of operations, the BAS was responsible for preventive medicine issues in the camp.  This became of high importance during an outbreak of diarrheal illness that ran through the camp.  After instituting more stringent force health protection measures, the spread of the illness was controlled.

Section III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
03-05 Jul 01
July 4th Holiday Liberty

08-19 Jul 01
MEUEX 

23-24 Jul 01
CASTEX II

24-27 Jul 01
IPHABD Training

31 Jul-21 Aug 
SOCEX

14 Aug 01

3rd Battalion 6th Marines 84th Anniversary 

24-30 Aug 01
Block Leave

07-12 Sept 01
Block Leave

11 Sept 01
World Trade Center/Pentagon Attack

12 Sept 01
Activated BLT recall REF Contingency Civil Support Mission IVO New York City

18 Sept 01
ADVON departs for NOB Norfolk

19 Sept 01
MEU convoys depart for Pre-Stage

20 Sept 01
BLT embarks ARG Shipping for LF6F deployment

21 Sept 01
Embark complete

21-30 Sept 01
Trans-Atlantic crossing

01 Oct 01
InChop/Turnover with 24 MEU SOC aboard USS Kearsarge

01-02 Oct 01
Rota, Spain Port Visit

06 Oct 01

Bright Star ADVON to Sigonella

07 Oct 01

Bright Star ADVON to Egypt

07-08 Oct 01
Safety Stand-Down

11-13 Oct 01
General Offload ISO Exercise Bright Star

13-16 Oct 01
Small Arms/Demo/In-Direct Live Fire Exercises with Coalition Forces ISO Exercise Bright Star

17-18 Oct 01
Combined Arms Live Fire Exercises, Bright Star 

17-21 Oct 01
General back-load of personnel and equipment aboard ARG shipping

20-22 Oct 01
Amphibious Assault Demonstration Rehearsal with Coalition Forces ISO Exercise Bright Star

23 Oct 01
Amphibious Assault Demonstration with Coalition Forces ISO Exercise Bright Star

24 Oct 01

Back Load Complete

10 Nov 01
Participated in Marine Corps Birthday Ceremony/Inserted OPFOR on Sazan Island, Albania

11 Nov 01
Sazan Island Helo Raid/Recovered ADVON from Tirane/Rinas Airfield, Albania and all BLT Personnel from Sazan Island

16-20 Nov 01
Small Arms Live-Fire Shoots Aboard ARG Shipping

15-19 Nov 01
MV Hauge Security Mission

23 Nov 01 
Tanks/AAV Personnel establish BLS/APOE Security Pasni, Pakistan

25-28 Nov 01
Day/Night Small Arms Live-Fire Shoots Aboard ARG Shipping

01 Dec 01
Task Force SledgeHammer to FOB Pasni, Pakistan

02 Dec 01
Task Force SledgeHammer arrives FOB Rhino, Southern Afghanistan

03 Dec 01
Kilo Battery (-) establishes FARP Security, Shamsi, Pakistan

08 Dec 01
Kilo Battery (-) stages FOB Pasni, Pakistan

09 Dec 01
Kilo Battery (-) arrives Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan

10 Dec 01
Kilo Battery (-) Secures/Occupies US Embassy Kabul, Afghanistan

10-30 Dec 01
Kilo Battery (-) Provides Security US Embassy Kabul, Afghanistan

12 Dec 01
BLT(-)stages FOB Rhino in preparation for seizure of Kandahar International Airport, Afghanistan 

14 Dec 01
BLT 3/6 (-)(REIN) conducts combined Heliborne/ Surface seizure of Kandahar International Airport

14 Dec 01

Kilo Company arrives in FOB Rhino

14-31 Dec 01
BLT (Rein)(-) Provides Security at Kandahar International Airport, Afghanistan

17-18 Dec 01
Kilo Company Reinforces BLT Defense of Kandahar International Airport

19 Dec 01
Lima Company Arrives at FOB Rhino IOT Augment FOB Security

23 Dec 01
1st Provisional Rifle Platoon, H&S Company is formed and Augments BLT Defense of Kandahar International Airport
24 Dec 01
Lima Company arrives Kandahar International Airport

25 Dec 01
Christmas

28 Dec 01
Combined BLT 3/6 LAR Plt-Australian SAS Heliborne-Surface raid on Garmabek Gah Taliban Training Camp 

29 Dec 01
81mm Plt Mechanical TRAP Mission, Garmabek Gah
30 Dec 01
Kilo Battery (-) Recovers from US Embassy Kabul to Bahgram, Afghanistan


2nd Plt, I Co reinforces TRAP site, Garmabek Gah
31 Dec 01
Kilo Battery (-) Arrives Kandahar International Airport

01 Jan 02
Platoon (-), India Co Replaces Trap Force vic Downed CH-53

02 Jan 02
81’s Platoon Recovers to Kandahar International Airport

03 Jan 02
LAR Platoon Conducts Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

04 Jan 02
CAAT and LAR Platoon’s Conduct Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

06 Jan 02
1st Platoon (+), India Co Conducts Lashkar Gah Raid.  CAAT Conducts Combat Patrol.

06 Jan 02
LAR Platoon Conducts Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.  

06-14 Jan 02
Lima Co(-)Conducts Security Mission vic Khowst, Afghanistan.

07 Jan 02
LAR Platoon Conducts Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

09 Jan 02
Kilo Battery Provides Security for C130 Crash Site vic Shamsi, Pakistan.  CAAT Conducts Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

10 Jan 02
81’s Platoon’s Assault Climbers Aid at C130 Crash Site.  H&S Co (+) Repels Enemy Probe vic Kandahar International Airport. 

11 Jan 02
CAAT and LAR Platoons Conduct Security Patrols vic Kandahar.

12 Jan 02
1st Platoon, Kilo Co Conduct Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

13 Jan 02
H&S Co Conducts Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

14 Jan 02
LAR Platoon Conducts Security Sweep North of Kandahar, Airfield.

15 Jan 02
LAR and CAAT Platoons Conduct Combat Patrols vic Kandahar.

16 Jan 02
LAR and CAAT Platoons Conduct Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

16-19 Jan 02
Kilo Co Occupies Ambush Positions vic Kandahar.

16-29 Jan 02
H&S Co Conduct Security Mission vic Khowst, Afghanistan.

17 Jan 02
LAR and CAAT Platoons Conduct Combat Patrol vic Kandahar.

18 Jan 02
RIP for H&S and Lima Companies.

20 Jan 02
H&S Co RIP Tank and AAV Platoons at Pasni, Pakistan.  Tank and AAV Platoons Retrograde to ARG Shipping.

21 Jan 02
81’s Platoon Resumes TRAP/Security Mission vic Downed CH53

22 Jan 02
India Co Retrograde to ARG Shipping.

23 Jan 02
Kilo Co Retrograde to ARG Shipping.

01-02 Feb 02
Lima Co and 81’s Platoon Continue Support at Kandahar Airfield for Possible QRF and TRAP Missions.

01-03 Feb 02
TRAP Charlie Staged at Bagram Airfield in Support of AQ0049D Raid.

05 Feb 02
BLT 3/6 Reconstituted Aboard ARG Shipping.

12 Feb 02
One Platoon from India Co Stages at Kandahar International Airport for Possible TRAP Missions.

25-26 Feb 02
India Company Participate in Bilateral Training with Pakistani Marines, vic Pasni, Pakistan.
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