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Section I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

THIRD BATTALION, SIXTH MARINES

a. Reporting Unit Code:

12180

b. Table of Organization:
1037G

Period Covered and Location

Dates




Location
01 January – 09 January 2001
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

10 January – 04 February 2001
Twenty-nine Palms, California

05 February - 28 March 2001
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

29 March – 11 April 2001

Ft. A.P. Hill, Virginia

12 April - 02 May 2001

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

03 May – 11 May 2001

U.S.S. Bataan

12 May 2001 - 30 June 2001
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

Personnel Information
a. Commanding Officer

LtCol. Christopher N. Proudfoot  01 January – 05 March 2001

LtCol. Jerome M. Lynes

   06 March – 30 June 2001

b. Executive Officer

Maj Antonio P. Petersen

01 January – 30 June 2001

c. Subordinate Commanders

(1) Headquarters and Service Company

1stLt. David F. Moran

01 January - 04 March 2001

Capt. Jeffrey S. McCormack
05 March - 30 June 2001

(2) Company I

Capt. Charles N. Black

01 January – 05 March 2001

Maj. Wesley L. Feight

06 March - 30 June 2001

(3) Company K

Capt. Todd S. Tomko


01 January - 30 June 2001

(4) Company L

Capt. Lloyd D. Freeman

01 January – 30 June 2001

(5) Weapons Company

Capt. Brian M. Howlett

01 January -30 June 2001

d. Principal Staff Members

(1) S-1

1stLt Steven A. Gill

01 January – 6 February 2001

2ndLt Jason K. Roberts

7  February - 30 June 2001

(2) S-2

Capt. Brian K. Cockriel

01 January – 30 June 2001

(3) S-3

Capt. Daniel Q. Greenwood
01 January – 30 June 2001

(4) S-4

Capt. Brian M.  Burns

01 January - 30 June 2001

(5) Staff Historian

Capt. Steven L. Feltenberger
01 January – 17 April 2001

Capt. Douglas W. Glover

18 April – 30 June 2001

(6) Senior Enlisted

SgtMaj. Gerald N. Lane

01 January – 30 June 2001

 SECTION II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY
COMMAND, OPERATIONS AND TRAINING


The Battalion returned from the Christmas and New Year holidays refreshed and ready to commence final preparation for CAX 3-01.  Most of the training was focused towards this major exercise with the longterm sites still focused on the Predeployment Training Period with the 26th MEU.


3rd Battalion 6th Marines deployed to CAX 3-01 from 12 January 2001 until 7 February, 2001.  During this rigorous exercise the Battalion successfully complete FSCEX I/II/III, ASCEX I/II, the Mobile Assault Course, the Heliborne Assault Course, and the Final Exercise.  Overall, CAX 3-01 was extremely challenging and valuable for the Battalion as its final development step prior to chopping to the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 

Immediately following its return from CAX, the Battalion began preparing for a Battalion-wide Rifle Range detail designed to qualify as many Marines as possible prior to the hectic work-up schedule.  From 12-16 February the Battalion qualified more than 600 Marines on the Rifle Re-Qualification Course.  

On 16 February 2001, 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines received all attachments for LF6F deployment and Battalion Landing Team 3/6 was formed.

On 6 March at 0800, Lieutenant Colonel Jerome M. Lynes assumed command of Battalion Landing Team 3/6.  Concurrently, the Battalion commenced its first Boat Company training packages consisting of the CRRC Coxswains Course and the Over-the-Horizon Navigation Course.

Selected officers and SNCOs attended the MEU (SOC) Workshop at EWTGLANT and received crucial training with the Rapid Response Planning Process (R2P2)from 11-16 March.  This gave the BLT’s leadership exposure to the type of planning and time constraints that would be placed upon them in the MEU (SOC) environment.  The officers and SNCO’s developed an appreciation for the skills needed to make the planning process as fluid as possible to be successful.  This was also a superb opportunity for key leadership to build camaraderie with each other and focus on the challenges ahead.

On 16 March, selected Marines, predominantly from Lima Company and 81mm Mortar Platoon, began Assault Climber’s Course.  This course was the first of numerous SOTG schools to provide the BLT instruction in preparation for SOC certification.  The Assault Climber’s Course was an 8 week course (16 March-4 May) with the initial period conducted at Camp Lejeune, and the last three weeks of the course conducted at Camp Dawson, West Virginia.

On 19 March BLT 3/6 chopped to the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit.

From 22-26 March, the Commanding Officer, Operations Officer, and Company Commanders attended the Special Operations Capable Exercise Evaluation (SOCEX Eval) for Battalion Landing Team 2/8 aboard the USS Kearsage.  Over this five day evaluation, BLT 3/6 had the opportunity to view the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit in action and see what would be expected of BLT 3/6 during its work up cycle.  This was an outstanding opportunity to learn from BLT 2/8’s achievements and errors encountered during this evolution and apply them to the 3/6 upcoming LF6F work-up and evaluation.


From 28 March – 9 April, BLT 3/6 deployed to Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia and Fort Pickett, VA.  The entire BLT attended Fort A.P. Hill except Tanks, LAVs, AAVs and Artillery who deployed to Fort Pickett for the entire duration.  Fort AP Hill/Pickett integrated every available BLT asset.  Live fire exercises were conducted at the squad, platoon and company levels. Each company commander seized the opportunity to conduct safe yet aggressive training on a diverse group of ranges.  Combat Engineer Platoon was privileged to be able to train with the well-known engineer/mine expert, Major John Fosulo, USMC(RET).


Evening training meetings were conducted daily to deconflict training/logistical issues for the next 72 hours.  This was an awesome tool which encouraged communication between the unit commanders and supporting sections.  After nightly meetings company commanders would brief the BLT Commander on their concept of operations for live fire training during the next 24 hours, to include Operational Risk Management (ORM) matrices.  Once approved by Lt Col Lynes, Companies finalized preparation and executed the live-fire as briefed.  The Battalion reconstituted at Fort Pickett on 4 April 2001 for the remainder of this training exercise.  On 9 April, 2001 Battalion Landing Team 3/6 redeployed from Fort Pickett to Camp Jejune, NC.


As a major component of the retrograde from Fort Pickett to North Carolina, the 26th MEU ACE, HMM-365, deployed to Fort Pickett on 7 April in order to commence planning for a major long-range heliborne raid.  At dawn on 9 April, India Company conducted a long-range heliborne raid to seize Bogue Expeditionary Airfield.  Inherent in this package was one of the MEU’s KC-130 airplanes which carried the overflow personnel from the company and all extraneous gear.  The KC-130 was scheduled to land at Bogue 30 minutes behind the assault package but was ultimately diverted due to weather restrictions.


From 12-16 April 2001, BLT 3/6 enjoyed a much-deserved 96 in observance of Easter.


19 April, all BLT officers attended a mess night with 6th Marines Regiment officers.  Location was the stylish USS North Carolina, Wilmington, NC.  We enjoyed the camaraderie of our fellow brethren-in-arms while Major General Blackman was the guest speaker.  A good time was had by all.


3-9 May, the Battalion Landing Team was involved in PHIBRON MEU Integrated Training (PMINT).  The training was designed for the BLT, MSSG, MEU Command Element, ACE, and Navy personnel.  PMINT took place aboard the Bataan ARG ships which included the USS Bataan, Whidey Island, and Shreveport.  The overall focus was to facilitate integration of the Blue/Green team through staff planning exercises and an amphibious landing exercise.  Throughout these exercises the Navy and Marine Corps developed an appreciation for what each service has to do in order to accomplish their respective tasks/missions.  An additional benefit was to prepare the Marines for shipboard life and to get them familiar with embarkation/debarkation procedures.


PMINT ended with a BLT-level amphibious assault and Fire Support Coordination Exercise (FSCEX).  The former gave the BLT a chance to flex and stretch some of its conventional operational skills and refine its command and control apparatus.  FSCEX was the first opportunity for the FSCC to integrate with MEU elements including the DASC, MLE, and reconnaissance elements.  Each of the BLT FiST teams worked missions integrating air, artillery and 81mm mortars in a TACP-style environment.


During the remainder of May and June, each company trained with Special Operations Training Group (SOTG) to refine tactics, techniques and procedures in their respective raid packages.  30 April-4 May India Company completed the Heliborne Raid Week; 14-19 May CAAT/LAR completed their Raid week;  4-8 June Lima Company completed the Boat Raid Week; and finally from 11-15 June, Kilo Company completed the Mechanized Raid Week.


Most of the raids focused on conducted “hard hits”.  Though basic continuing actions was important, effective actions on the objective were critical to mission accomplishment.  Each of the raid courses set up 4 scenarios with increasing levels of difficulty, including 2x day and 2 night exercises.  Each raid was monitored and evaluated by SOTG with thorough debriefs conducted upon the completion of each one.


From 14 May to 1 June, Trap Courses #1&2 took place.  81mm Mortar Platoon, the BLT’s primary trap force participated in Trap Course #1, while 3rd Platoon, India Company, the BLT’s secondary trap force, attended Trap Course #2.  Each course presented a variety of challenging day and night TRAP scenarios which offered the opportunity for each force to fully integrate with their supporting ACE assets.


25-29 May BLT observes Memorial Day ’96.  This was a much-appreciated reprieve for the Marines who have been performing superbly during this work-up.  May was an exceptional challenging month for the BLT as everyone either attended or supported SOTG Raid Courses concurrently with deployments and other critical requirements.  Each Company and Staff section handled a myriad of tasks and requirements simultaneously, which facilitated not only accomplishing the mission at hand but also increased integration and morale within America’s Varsity.


4-5 June, BLT 3/6’s Department of Air (DOA) had the opportunity to practice Urban CAS using Carrier Battle Group Air Assets.  The BLT Air Officer, and two Forward Air Controllers (FAC) controlled multiple missions to gain proficiency in directing air support in a relatively untested environment (confined Urban terrain).  The goal was to ensure the air support was brought in close enough to support notional units on the ground, without causing friendly casualties.


From 7-21 June, 26th MEU Training in Urban Environment Exercise (TRUEX) took place in Jacksonville, FL.  The MSPF, which included the BLT’s Mike Platoon(MSPF Security Platoon), ACE, MSSG, and Command Element were primary participants.  Several 4-day STX’s occurred, each testing MSPF’s ability to perform in different scenarios.  On 14 June, as part of TRUEX, India Company with a portion of the Alpha Command Group conducted a long-range heliborne raid to Camp Blanding, Florida.  Departing Cherry Point, North Carolina via 2xKC-130s, the force landed at an initial staging base at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Florida.  Following briefing and rehearsals, the force boarded a standard 6xCH-46, 2xCH-53, 2xAH-1, 2xAV-8B, and 1xUH-1 package and conducted a deliberate raid on an enemy command and control node at Camp Blanding, 75 miles Southwest of Jacksonville.  Upon return to NAS Jacksonville, the force reboarded the KC-130 airplanes and redeployed to Cherry Point.  The force arrived back in the Battalion area, mission complete, early morning on 15 June.


During June, while the BLT was actively engaged in numerous SOTG Courses, we sent several small details comprised of more than 200 Marines to the Rifle Range, bringing us up to 95% rifle range qualified.  These details covered not only the new joins to the Battalion but also Marines from those BLT attachments who were not at 100% on their annual requirements.


On 21 June, a BLT Officer’s Golf Tournament was held at Paradise Point Golf Course, Camp Lejeune, N.C  The SNCO’s took charge of all BLT training while the Battalion Commander had the opportunity to further integration and camaraderie among the officers in the command.  


From 25-29 June, Lima Company went up to Norfolk, VA to participate in a CRRC Interoperability exercise with the USS Shreveport.  Through integration with the PHIBRON N-3 Lt. Stopyra, and Captain Valentine, Shreveport’s CO, and the BLT staff and Lima Company were able to establish this valuable package.  Focusing on port navigation, intermediate launch platform interoperability, port/pier climbing techniques and facilitating coordination between Lima Company and the Shreveport this week of training greatly enhanced the Boat Company’s combat abilities.


From 25-29 June, BLT 3/6 conducted its Military Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT)/Peace Support Operations Week in Richlands, NC.  After extensive coordination with the Town Council, Environmental Impact Approval, and finally II MEF Commanding General approval, this training simulated the type of missions and environment that would face the BLT in a Kosovo/Balkan scenario.  Kilo Battery, Kilo Company, and India Company participated in this round-robin exercise.  The rotations included one day of MOUT classes and STX’s along with attending NBC Chamber; one day of MOUT Training in the Camp Lejeune MOUT facility, Camp Lejeune, NC with blank fire and simunition rounds; and one day Urban/PSO exercise in Richlands.  In addition to small unit skills, the BLT exercised its command and control capability in this environment, refined its reaction force techniques and conducted both motorized vehicle patrols as well as static vehicle checkpoints.  MOUT week was designed to enhance individual and unit skills for most probable missions to occur during LF6F.  This operation was one of the most valuable training experiences to date for the BLT and severely challenged the small unit leaders and commanders at operating in such a tenuous three-dimensional environment for extended periods.


CASTEX I also took place from 25-29 June, at the Camp Lejeune, NC CAST Trainer facility.  Blue and Green representatives from entire Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) conducted two operational scenarios, which involved MEU R&S and BLT FiST Teams coordinating air, sea-based, and ground delivered indirect fire assets.  Each FiST team experienced integrating all available assets and effectively using the established engagement criteria/priorities.  Simultaneously, the SACC and FSCC worked on enhancing communication to facilitate turnover and of controlling fires.


At the conclusion of June 2001, Battalion Landing Team 3/6 continued to train in preparation for ARGEX and JTFEX/SACEX/SOCEX.  The challenges and major exercises of the Predeployment Training Period remained in front of the Battalion but the foundation for future success was strong and America’s Varsity had forged a close-knit, highly proficient combat force.

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

The Battalion Landing Team recognizes Marines for Superior performance.

AWARDS

Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medals
00

Navy-Marine Corps Achievement Medals
28

Certificates of Commendation
24

Meritorious Masts
19

Letters of Appreciation
00

Summary of Battalion Landing Team legal action for this period.

LEGAL ACTION
General Courts Martial
00

Special Courts Martial
03

Summary Courts Martial
04

Non-Judicial Punishments
44

 Section III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

JANUARY 2001

12

Battalion departs for CAX 3-01

FEBRUARY 2001

7

Battalion returns from CAX 3-01

12-16
Battalion Rifle Range Detail

16
3rd Battalion, 6th Marines redesignated Battalion Landing Team 3/6.

16-28
Assault Climber’s Course  

MARCH 2001

1-31 Assault Climber’s Course

5-9 FSMAO Assist Visit

6

Lieutenant Colonel J.M. Lynes Assumption of Command

5-30 
OTH Navigation Course

5-23 
CRCC Coxwain’s Course

5-16 
Assault Climber’s Course

5-16 
HRST Master Course #1

12-16 ARG/MEU Workshop at NAB Little Creek

16-28 Motorcycle Driver Course

19-23
E-170 SLAP Inspection

19-29
Non-Lethal Weapons Course #1

19-30 HRST Master Course #2

22-28
24th MEU SOCEX Evaluation

26-31 Scout Swimmer Course

29

BLT deploys to Ft. Pickett, Virginia

APRIL 2001

1-5

Scout Swimmer Course

1-31 
Assault Climber’s Course

10

BLT returns from Ft. Pickett, Virginia

18-28 Boat Interoperability Course

30

Helicopter Raid Course

MAY 2001

1-3

Helicopter Raid Course

1-4 Assault Climber’s Course

1-4

TRAP Force to Camp Dawson with Assault Climber Crse

3-9 PMINT

7-18 MSPF Interoperability Course

8-10

BN FEX, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

9-11 BLT FSCEX, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

14-23 TRAP Course #1

14-19
CAAT/LAR Raid Week

14-24
Non-Lethal Weapons Course #2

14-31 ENBC Course

21-25
Supporting Arms Coordination Center Training

23-31 TRAP Course #2

30-31
Mass Casualty Course

JUNE 2001

1

Mass Casualty Course

1

TRAP Determination STX

1-12 ENBC Course

4-5 MOUT SimCAS

4-8 

Boat Raid Week

4-14

Non-Lethal Weapons Course #3

7-22 TRUEX, Jacksonville, Florida

11-15
MECH Raid Week

13-14 Long Range Helo Raid, Ft. Blanding, Florida

18-22
Scout Sniper Off-site Training, Quantico, Virginia

23-30 Boat Interoperability, Norfolk, Virginia

25-29 E-170 SLAP Inspection

25-29
MOUT/PSO Exercise, Richlands, North Carolina

