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    UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

                      BATTALION LANDING TEAM 3/6

                                           22ND MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT

                                            II MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
                                                           PSC BOX 20100
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                                                                                       IN REPLY REFER TO:

                                                                                                    5750

                                                       S-3/Hist                                                         

01 JUL 00
From:  Commanding Officer Third Battalion, Sixth Marine Regiment

To:    Commandant of the Marine Corps (HDH-4)

Via:   (1) Commanding Officer, 6th Marine Regiment (S-3)

       (2) Commanding General, 2d Marine Division (G-3)

Subj:  COMMAND CHRONOLOGY FOR THIRD BATTALION SIXTH MARINES                                                                                                                                                         

       FOR THE PERIOD OF 01 JANUARY – 30 JUNE 2000   

Ref:   (a) MCO 5750.1G

Encl:  (1) Command Chronology 01 January - 30 June 2000

1. Per the reference, the enclosure is submitted.

2. Staff Historian is Capt. S. L. Feltenberger.

C. N. PROUDFOOT

Copy to:

2d MarDiv (G-3)

6th Marines (S-3)
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Section I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

THIRD BATALION, SIXTH MARINES


a.  Reporting Unit Code:


12180


b.  Table of Organization:

1037G

Period Covered and Location

Dates





Location

01 January - 24 January 2000
     U.S.S. Bataan

25 January - 12 February 2000

Infinite Moonlight, Jordan

13 February - 24 February 2000
U.S.S. Bataan

25 February - 02 March 2000

Rota, Spain

03 March - 14 March 2000   
     U.S.S. Bataan

15 March – 30 June 2000

     Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

Personnel Information
a. Commanding  Officer
LtCol. Ronald J. Johnson

01 January - 30 June 2000

b. Executive Officer 
Maj. Vincent M. Fiammetta
01 January - 28 April 2000

Maj. Darrin Denny


29 April - 30 June 2000

c. Subordinate Commanders
(1) Headquarters and Service Company

Capt. Lewis D. Vogler

01 January - 12 June 2000

1stLt. David F. Moran

13 June - 30 June 2000

(2) Company I

Maj. Robert P. Salasko

01 January - 30 June 2000

(3) Company K

Capt. Fritz W. Pfeiffer

01 January - 30 June 2000

(4) Company L

Capt. Jason M. Barrett

01 January - 29 April 2000

Capt. Timothy R. Powledge
30 April - 19 June 2000

Capt. Lloyd D. Freeman

20 June - 30 June 2000

(5) Weapons Company

Maj. Lawrence F. Miller

01 January - 26 April 2000

Capt. Daniel Q. Greenwood
27 April - 30 June 2000

d. Principle Staff Members

(1)  S-1

1stLt. Steven A. Gill

01 January - 30 June 2000

(2)  S-2

Capt. Kenneth C. Musial

01 January - 08 June 2000

Capt. Brian K. Cockriel

09 June - 30 June 2000

(3)  S-3

Maj. Darrin Denny


01 January - 29 April 2000

Maj. Jason M. Barrett

30 April - 30 June 2000

(4)  S-4

Maj. John R. Giltz


01 January - 30 June 2000

(5)  Staff Historian
Capt. James W. Waters

01 January - 26 April 2000

Capt. Steven L. Feltenberger
27 April - 30 June 2000

(6)
 Senior Enlisted
SgtMaj. Thomas C. Shank

01 January - 02 May 2000

SgtMaj. Gerald N. Lane

03 May - 30 June 2000
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AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

     3/6            JAN    FEB    MAR    APR    MAY    JUN

Marine Officer

45
  45
    45
 40
   34     33
 

Marine Enlisted     767    767    766    750    682    595 

Navy Officer        03
  03
    03     03     02     02

Navy Enlisted

48
  48
    48
 47
   42
36   

Total Strength
     863    863    862    840    760    666
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY

COMMAND, OPERATIONS, AND TRAINING


After the Christmas and New Years Holiday the Marines and Sailors of the Battalion Landing Team (BLT) 3/6 returned aboard ship.  The 22 Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) now headed for the deserts of Jordan for its last exercise.  This exercise was based out of Northern Jordan.  This would be the last chance for the Marines to train as a BLT.  

On the 20th the 22 MEU chopped to LF5F for the next month.  The ships pulled into Jordan where they would remain until the completion of the exercise.  Convoys were planned over a 3 day period starting on the 24th of January.  For force protection reasons, the Sparrow Hawk was stood up as the convoys made their way to the Base Camp.  Fortunately, the BLT arrived safely at the Base Camp.  The S-4 and Marine Service Support Group (MSSG) already had the Chow Hall and other facilities up and running when the main body arrived.  The first few days were spent getting familiar with the ranges and the particular procedures associated with each one.  Each Company went to a range and had the opportunity to fire their organic weapons and practice Company level tactics.  The Jordanians also joined our units while they were conducting this training.  From mechanized to ground attacks bilateral training was conducted for the next week. 

 On the 30th and 31st of January a Heliborne Assault Course (HAC) was conducted on Range 4.  On the 30th India Company along with a Jordanian company completed rehearsals in preparation for the HAC.  Both Fixed Wing (FW) and Rotary Wing (RW) aircraft flew sorties in supported the exercise.  Bravo Battery started the assault with a ten minute prep fire.  FW and RW dropped ordnance on the objective and finally 81’s provided the cover fire for the ground units.  The Companies were inserted and moved into a fire area on the objective.  India Company provided the base of fire while the Jordanians attacked from the south, negotiated obstacles and ultimately secured the objective.  On the 31st the actual HAC commenced.  Pre–Fires began as scheduled.  While the helicopters were in a holding area to the east, a Cobra was struck by a bird, which damaged the aircraft.  The aircraft sustained substantial damage and crashed into the desert floor.  The aircraft was 

destroyed, but the pilots survived with only minor injuries.  The rest of the HAC was cancelled, which allowed time for the ACE to determine the cause of the mishap.  The Prince of Jordan attended this demonstration, and expressed his relief when hearing that the pilots were well. 


The next major event was the Final Exercise (FINEX), on the 5th of February.  The 4th was a rehearsal and the 5th was the actual FINEX.  The attack included one Mechanized and one Helicopter Company from each country.  Once again the Prince of Jordan was in attendance.  This exercise combined the training of the previous week and a half into one mission.  Every asset in the Battalion and the Air Combat Element (ACE) was coordinated and used in this attack.  Prep fires by Bravo Battery commenced at 0957 on an Air Defense site (ADA).  The 81’s started to fire on Objective "A".  With precise timing the Battery ceased fire and a section of Harriers followed by a section of Jordanian F-5 dropped ordnance on the ADA site.  A Cobra Division consisting of two Marine and two Jordanian helicopters attacked Objective “C” with rockets and guns.  At H-hour the ground package was inserted by helicopters to the west of Objective “A”.  FW and RW players continued with two more passed on there respective targets.  Once all of the air was off station the 81’s shifted to Objective “C” to provide cover fire for the mechanized units as they moved into position.  M1A1s and LAVs along with Jordanian tanks attacked objective “C”.  At 1035, after objective “A” was secured a base of fire was provided on Objective “B” by India Company.  A Mechanized Company from the BLT and Jordan attacked Objective “B” and “C” respectively.  By 1130 the Attack was complete with all objectives secured.  The Marines returned to the Base Camp to make preparations for their return to ARG Shpping.

The Marines spent the next few days cleaning gear and getting ready to proceed back to the Mediterranean.  An intensive wash down of all the vehicles was accomplished through a coordinated effort with the ship and the BLT.   On the 18th the 22 MEU chopped back to LF6F.  Once chopped, the ARG split up and headed to separate liberty ports for a chance to relax after 5 months of intense training.  The USS Shreveport with Lima Company aboard headed to Israel for repairs due to a grounding incident in the Suez Canal. 

The ARG minus the USS Shreveport joined together in Rota, Spain on the 29th of February.  Each element of the BLT off loaded and cleaned all of its equipment in order to pass the required 
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Agriculture inspection.  The Marines of the BLT worked long hours to accomplish this task.  Ultimately the gear was cleaned, inspected, and loaded back on the respective ships for the trip across the Atlantic.

The Translant back to Camp Lejeune included several live fire shoots along with the packing of personal equipment.  The Bataan and the Whidbey Island arrived off of Onslow beach early on the 13th of March.  While the offload was intensive the team-work of the Marines and the Navy allowed all of the equipment to be off-loaded in two days.  After the Whidbey Island splashed the AAV’s, it pulled into Morehead City's Port to complete its down-load.  Lima Company flew  back from Israel and arrived in Cherry Point on the 15th of March.  

At Camp Lejeune the advanced party set up a welcome home that the Marines, Sailors, and family members of BLT 3/6 will not soon forget.  On the 14th General Bedard gave the entire 22 MEU a welcome home at WPT Field aboard Camp Lejeune.  He congratulated the MEU for a successful deployment and a job well done. 

Leave was granted to the Marines and Sailors of BLT 3/6 in two block periods.  A fifty percent manning was maintained, however all of the members were allowed to take leave.  The Marines that were not on leave worked hard cleaning, counting and preparing gear for the Supply Logistics Assistance Program (SLAP) inspection in April.  On 20 April the 3/6 chopped from the 22nd MEU to the Regiment.

May and June of 2000 were busy months for all the Marines and Sailors of the Battalion.  While experiencing the expected post-deployment turnover of personnel, the Battalion participated in and completed a myriad of significant events.

First of the these tasks was the Capstone Exercise (CAPEX) which took place during the first week of May.  Lima Company  provided a platoon of Marines plus an Opposition Force for Module Two, which demonstrated a "Scott O'Grady" style TRAP mission.  Lima Company also demonstrated their Riverine capabilities during Module Three.  India Company Reinforced executed a full scale MOUT 

Attack which included simulated Close Air Support (CAS), a Heliborne "Fast Rope" Platoon Minus insert, and Tank and LAV integration.  Extensive rehearsals were held on May 1st through the 3rd followed by two days of demonstrations on the 4th and 5th.                         
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On the 1st of May the Battalion assumed the duties as the

Ground Combat Element of the Air Contingency MAGTF (ACM).  After

thorough and extensive preparation and inspections, Kilo Company assumed duties first. Responsibilities were rotated through the Battalion's Companies on a two week basis through the 7th of July.  Fortunately for the Marines and Sailors of 3/6 they did not have to respond to any real world contingencies during this period.

The Battalion continued to excel at various displays and demonstrations throughout the month of May.  Weapons Company participated in the Swansboro School Reading Day on the 12th of May and then also provided a static display at the Pender County Spring Fest on the 20th of May.  That same weekend, India Company traveled to the Washington, DC area to take part in the Joint Services Open House held at Andrews AFB.  There, the Marines of India executed another Heliborne "Fast Rope" Insert.  An additional capabilities demonstration was presented by the Marines of 3/6 at the Coca Cola 600 in Charlotte over the Memorial Day Weekend.

In June, Kilo Company was selected to be the "subject unit" of the Marine Warfighting Lab's MOUT ACTD Experiment.  This included the test and evaluation of several new weapon sight systems during the U.S. Army's 10th Mountain Division Warrior Peak exercise held at Fort Drum, NY.  During the early morning hours of the 13th of June, Kilo Company boarded trucks and executed a tactical convoy to MCAS Cherry Point.  There the Company was processed and loaded onto waiting Marine KC-130s for the trip to Wheeler Sack Airfield in New York.  This entire evolution exercised and tested the Battalion's ACM Alpha Increment Fly-away plans and procedures.

Once Kilo Company hit the deck in upstate New York, they immediately were transported to the field as part of a heliborne assault utilizing Army UH-60 Helicopters.  Once in the "Box", the Company seized their initial objectives and began five days of patrolling.  After the patrolling phase, the Company participated in a Battalion sized night movement which culminated in a MOUT Attack on Fort Drum's Combat Town.  After ENDEX was sounded, Kilo 

Company's Key Leaders and Marines participated in debriefs to determine what they could improved upon in the future.  They also provided valuable feed back on the performance of the experimental equipment.  On the 23rd of June Kilo Company returned to Camp 
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Lejeune and immediately departed on a well deserved 96 hour liberty pass.

While Kilo Company was slogging through the swamps of Fort Drum the rest of the Battalion served as the GCE of MAGTF-2 during the Type Commanders Amphibious Training (TCAT).  This exercise kicked off on the 14th of June and consisted of four days of embarkation training, amphibious planning, command and control, and culminated with a full Regimental Amphibious Landing on Onslow Beach aboard Camp Lejeune.  The exercise included several units from the U.S. Army's 82nd Airborne which executed a Battalion sized "jump" into LZ Falcon.  Once ashore, the Battalion conducted a one day offensive exercise, code named Purple Dragon, in conjuction with the 82nd Airborne.  The exercise wrapped up on the 19th of June.

During the remaining weeks of June, the Marines of 3/6 began preparations for the Battalion Commander's Change of Command scheduled for the 6th of July.       
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PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

The Battalion Landing Team recognizes Marines for Superior performance.

AWARDS


Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medals

01




Navy-Marine Corps Achievement Medals

13


Certificates of Commendation



104


Meritorious Masts





95


Letters of Appreciation




02

Summary of Battalion Landing Team legal action for this period.

LEGAL ACTION


General Courts Martial




0


Special Courts Martial




0


Summary Courts Martial




02


Non-Judicial Punishments




26
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 SECTION III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
JANUARY 2000
01-03


In Port, Naples, Italy

05-15
Maintenance Stand Down Souda                            Bay, Crete 

25-31


Exercise, Jordan

FEBRUARY 2000


01-12


Exercise, Jordan


25-29


Wash Down Rota, Spain

MARCH 2000  


01-02


Wash Down Rota, Spain


13-14


Offload CONUS


18-31


Block Leave

APRIL 2000


01-25


Block Leave

03-07


SLAP Inspection

MAY 2000
01-05               CAPEX

12 



Swansboro School Reading Day

18-20


Joint Services Open House

20



Pender County Spring Fest

26-30


Coca Cola 600

JUNE 2000

13-23 


MOUT ACTD Fort Drum

14-19               TCAT/Purple Dragon






















