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Greetings to the families of the Marines and Sailors of the Warlords, 2d Battalion, 2d Marine Regiment! 





The Battalion is returning to Iraq to help its good people build a future full of the same promise that we have been blessed with as Americans.  This will be a difficult and dangerous mission and your Marines are very aware of the challenges that face them.  Your Marines are also ready!  The demanding training they completed during the past three months prepared them exceptionally well to meet those challenges head-on, and I am supremely confident in their ability to execute the broad range of tasks before them.  





Your Warlord will be conducting what has become known as “SASO” of Stability and Security Operations.  He will conduct offensive and defensive operations as well as civil affairs and humanitarian operations designed to create the conditions for the people of Iraq to get back on their feet.  You should be extremely proud of your Marine or Sailor because the mission they will accomplish is a noble one… in the finest traditions of our nation.  Through his efforts, your Warlord will be writing yet another chapter in the magnificent legacy of the Naval Service.  Those who would challenge us have underestimated the capability and resolve of the Warlords.  They do not know what you know…that these men are of the same stock that won at places like Belleau Wood, Tarawa, Iwo Jima, the Chosin Reservoir, Dai Do, Grenada, Kuwait and Al Kut.  Our enemies will also come to recognize, that these men are also fathers, sons, brothers and husbands whose capability as warriors is exceeded only by their compassion for humanity.





You have given them that foundation and I am eternally grateful not only for what you have done to help prepare your Warlord for this mission, but for the sacrifices that you will make in the months ahead.  I remember to this day my father’s deployment VietNam in 1969 and the both the anxiety and strong resolve of my mother and family as he began that journey.  That experience taught me that the Corps is truly a family and that as members of that family, we were never alone. There was always another Marine family ready to help us or stand by us in times of uncertainty.  Things are no different today.  In fact, our support network has never been stronger.  





The Key Volunteers of the Battalion have volunteered their time and energy to keep our family together and focused and have done a magnificent job.  I am confident that in the months ahead, their efforts as well as those of Marine Corps Community Services (MCCS) will be the rock on which each of you will meet the challenges that face you.  In advance, I wish to thank them for their commitment to the families and mission of the Battalion.  I and they will do our utmost to keep you informed consistent with the requirements of operational security, through telephone contact, the information hotline and our Battalion’s website.  Let us know your questions and we will do our best to answer them.  They continue to prove that together, we can do anything!  





As I have told all of the Warlords, I expect them to lead, to train hard, and to keep faith with each other.  Your support and strength over the months ahead will help them to do those three things through your encouragement.  I will echo the comments of the 1stMarine Division Commander and ask that you “share your courage with each other and with the American people.”  You have every right to be proud of your Warlord, because you have helped to make him what he is today... the protector of our nation and the most respected warrior in the world.  With that in mind, I must tell you that I am immensely proud of you for all you have done for your Marine or Sailor and that your sacrifices are recognized and appreciated as much to day as they have been at any time in our nation’s history.  You are now a part of that history. God bless each and every one of you.  I remain…  





Semper Fidelis








J. G. KYSER IV


Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marines











