[image: image1.jpg]|

COMMANDING GENERAL
15T MARINE DIVISION (REIN), FMF
CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA 92055-5380

February 2004

A Letter from the Commanding General to the Families of our Sail ors ad Marines deploging to
the Midd e East

We are retuming to Irag. Mone of us are under any illusions about the challenges that
await our troops there. We also know the understandable anziety that will be felt by our loved
ones when we deploy. We arc goingibestand by one another, all of us, reinforced by our faith
and fri endship, and together overcome every difficulty. It will not be easy but most things in life
worth doing don't come easily.

Our country needs us in the simggle to put Traq back on ifs fect. Our enemies are
watching, befting their lives and their plans on Americanot having the courage to contimue this
fight. Our Sailors and Marines, reinforcing the Army and our many allies' forces already in Iraq,
will prove the enemy has mads a grave mistake. -4 the Division goes back to this combat zone,
your loved ones will need your spiritual support 5o they can focus on heir duty.

Our Family Readiness Officers and Key Volunteers stand ready to keep yon fully.
informed. Our Marine Bases have support agencies who, you will find, can provide the fools to
deal with every challenge you may face. We will come through these times - seeing one another
through, looking out for each other - with onr Families strengihened, our faith sironger, our
Friendships cemented for life. This does notimply it will be casy for anyone. But, we must
recognize that together we can withstand the sirongest storms, dismi ss the wildest rum ors, and
overcome any ensis in confidence. Together, with open communication and frust, we will
remain the team that so recently succeeded and proved s resilience during deployments to
Afghanistan and Irag -

Let us know your questions so we cankeep you informed. Mostimportantly, keep the
Faith and share both your calm sirengih mdyour courage with cach ofher and with the American
people. We are all enormousl ilors and Marines; we know that our
eantry il b safer with R R, L1 oo
you, remember that you are an integral member of our Marine Family as we go back into this
brawl and that we will stick together through it ol

God bless you all

Semper Fidelis,

1.3 MATTIS
Major General, U. 5. Marines




