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As many of you watched our President land on the deck of the carrier Abraham Lincoln yesterday, I suspect that the thought that was foremost in your mind was, "OK, so when is my Marine or Sailor coming home?"  I'll address that question first.   Our mission is not finished yet.  Though hostilities are nearly ended, the personnel and equipment who were deployed here to fight have to be redeployed.  As you'll recall, it was troops from the Marine Logistics Command that did the bulk of the work offloading the ships and planes that came in here.  One of the downsides of doing a good job is that you get asked to do it again.  It is going to take some time to get the equipment repaired after several months of hard use, cleaned up and put back on the ships.   That said, we are going to have plenty of help from the California based I Marine Expeditionary Force.  The Marine Logistics Command will not redeploy as a single unit.  That allows me to begin sending back some of our Marines and Sailors.  

The first individuals who will be sent home are those who were placed on stop loss.  These Marines have served their obligation and were held past their contract date.  Fairness dictates that a grateful Corps send them home with our sincere thanks for their service above and beyond the call of duty.

The next group are reservists who were called away from their families and their jobs to serve their country.  It is time to send them home also with our thanks for a job well done.

The next group includes those Marines and Sailors who have orders and need to report to schools and to special assignments like the drill field and recruiting duty.

Deployment enablers are the next category.  This group includes those

Marines we need to operate ports and airfields in North Carolina who we will need to get the rest of the MEF Marines who deployed with us back home.

The final category of early redeployers includes those Marines and Sailors who are not required for the special purpose MAGTF that we will form to actually back load the ships and air planes. 

When we form the special purpose MAGTF I am going to try to fill as much of it as possible with volunteers who want to extend here.  There are a fair number of Marines and Sailors who have asked to stay out here.  There are many good reasons for staying here.  These reasons include the recognition that they are doing an important job and doing it well.  Other reasons include the opportunity to save money and for some the chance to establish an overseas control date since you receive a new overseas control date after six months service in a combat zone.   

I am also considering bringing out some Marines and Sailors from Camp

Lejeune to help us complete the back load.  For those who never had the

chance to deploy for Iraqi Freedom, this is an opportunity to make a

contribution to the war effort.  It will also free up some folks who have been here a while and give them a chance to go back home.

For each of you who has a loved one who is serving here in the Marine

Logistics Command, you should be extraordinarily proud of them.  They have exceeded every expectation. Though the Marine Corps is organized and resourced to support a force no more than one hundred miles inland, Marine forces pushed six times the doctrinal limits over some of the most inhospitable terrain in the world under combat conditions.  The Marine Logistics Command surged into Iraq with thousands of tons of critical supplies, a distance of over four-hundred miles in a Logistics effort that will set new records for speed, distance and efficiency.        

All of the leadership here, both officer and enlisted, are totally committed to bringing your special person home safe.  

Semper Fidelis,

Mike Lehnert

BGen USMC

