







         10 February 2003

More 2d FSSG Marines and Sailors continue to arrive each day.  Living conditions for most of us are pretty good.  The weather here reaches about 70 in the daytime but gets down into the 50's at night.  When we get a north wind the sleeping bag feels pretty good.   Nearly everyone has access to showers and we are dry and warm in our tents.  The tents are a combination of USMC green tents and larger contracted tents that have been designed for the environment.  About half of us have wooden floors in our tents.

Food is prepared under contract and it is quite tasty.  For the most part we get beef and chicken fixed a number of different ways.  At some dining facilities, the cooks try to cook American style and at others we encourage them to prepare the food according to local tastes.  In my opinion, the local food is better perhaps because the cooks are more comfortable with the recipes.   We are all getting enough to eat.

We got cable TV into the dining facilities last week.  Not in time for Super Bowl I'm afraid.

Items that are always appreciated include:

Coffee, McIlhenny's Tabasco Sauce (the local brand isn't very good), cookies, news from home, photos, and newspapers. 

We just got the joint post office up and running so the mail service is getting better each day.  

Driving on the roads is an experience and the locals drive much faster than is wise.  You are encouraged to tell your loved one that just because the locals are speeding, doesn't mean they should.  We've already had several accidents because Marines were driving too fast for conditions and we don't need anyone hurt.

Everyone over here is doing a tremendous job.  They are working long hours but we are doing our best to ensure that everyone gets their rest.  I am extraordinarily proud of the men and women you have placed in my trust and will do everything in my power to bring them home safe.

                                Semper Fidelis,

                                Mike Lehnert

                                BGen USMC

