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Greetings family and friends, 

   As we get settled into our camp, I would like for you to know that the Command is doing well.  As a matter of fact – extremely well!  Although the setting has changed, we are still enjoying some of the comforts of home.  Hot meals and hot showers are a few of the amenities we have.   My heartfelt thanks go out to you for supporting us as we accomplish a very necessary mission.  

   We’ve had two Exchange “rodeos” thus far.  Our Exchange Marines receive merchandise and can unload it and sell it almost anywhere.  Both rodeos were well-received and exciting to watch.  Marines were able to buy some necessities and comfort items.    

   Although the terrain is barren, there are times of great beauty.  Then, of course, there are the last couple days of sand storms – We’re quickly learning to HATE sand storms.  Everything gets dusty, not to mention the sand in your eyes, mouth, ears, hair, etc….  When there’s nothing to stop the wind (no mountains, trees, structures, etc.), it just blows and blows.

   Morale is extremely high, even though there’s less of a novelty look on everyone’s face as they get familiar with their surroundings and begin to settle into a routine.  

   Our Marines are doing a tremendous job – they never cease to amaze me.  From setting up office spaces, filling sand bags (Yes!  We still use them), providing security, working convoys, supply. maintenance, driving, spreading cammie netting, working on computers, etc., they are doing GREAT.


                                                        MICHAEL R. LEHNERT

                                                                    BGen     USMC







