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12 Mar 2003

Greetings from Colonel Wissler!

I wanted to drop a quick line to the 2d TSB family and say thanks for the great support you have given your Marines and Sailors during this deployment.  You can be justifiably proud of the exceptional efforts your spouses have made in getting ready to meet any and every challenge.  The team effort that was displayed during and after a 70 mph sand storm that knocked down nearly fifty percent of our tents was simply remarkable.  From the Marines and Sailors that deployed as far back as December, to those who arrived in mid-January, every member of the Battalion has been a key to the multitude of successes the Marine Corps has experienced.  The “Red Patchers” of 2d TSB are a sought after commodity in Kuwait, but I’m sure no more sought after than they are at home!

Everybody here is incredibly busy and I want to say thanks for your help in keeping everyone focused.  We have experienced only the most essential emergency leave requests and have had very few problems back at Camp Lejeune that haven’t been solved by Major Davis and the “D” company team, or the KV network.  I would like to take this opportunity to say a special thanks to the KVs for their continued great support of the 2D TSB Family.  Please give Rebecca White a special “thank you” as she turns over the reins of our KV program to Robin Kelleher and Kim Bradley.  Her dedication and energy as our Battalion KV Coordinator have been the envy of the rest of the FSSG.  I would ask that you all say thanks to your company KVs for their dedication and make their job as easy as possible by staying in touch.  

I know that many of you are keeping in touch with your spouses through the Internet and it is a great way to maintain that long distance relationship.  I only caution you that the Internet connections may not be in place for the entire duration of our deployment.  Our connectivity has been spotty lately, and may get worse in the future due to equipment requirements and priorities.  The bottom line is this:  don’t make any rash judgments if you don’t receive e-mails for a couple of days.  It doesn’t mean that something has happened, or is about to happen, it just means that the electrons aren’t flowing for any number of reasons.

In closing I would ask that you keep LCpl Sherman, Sgt Oliver, and MGySgt Anderson and their families in your thoughts and prayers as they have returned to various locations in the United States on emergency leave.  One of the great miracles of this deployment has been the rapid recovery being made by Jan Anderson, wife of MGySgt Anderson, who had to undergo emergency surgery to remove a brain tumor.  Despite the size and location of Jan’s tumor, she is at home, recovering well, and looks to be on the road to a full recovery. 




Thanks again for being so supportive of our efforts and I will keep you updated on the progress of our deployment as the picture clears up.  You are a bright spot in every day and I am proud to serve each and every one of you and your families.

God Bless and Semper Fi,

JOHN WISSLER

Colonel, USMC

