      Families of 2d Supply Battalion,

     My wife counseled me harshly regarding my ‘mirroring’ the comments of the Commanding Officer with my last SgtMaj’s Corner : ) , so I will do all that I can to overcome my shortfall.  I will have to ‘take my lumps’ for echoing his comments about the long hours, arduous conditions, phenomenal job being done by all and the fantastic support that we’re receiving from our loved ones at home!

     On 12 March 2003, President Bush signed an Executive Order establishing two medals to be awarded in recognition of those who have served in the military during operations to combat terrorism.  The award titles are the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal and the global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal.  This Executive Order is just the first step in the chain of events that results in a medal being awarded to individuals.  The Marine Corps and Navy will publish separate directives that will clearly establish award criteria and precedence for wear.

     On 3 April 2003, the United States Senate voted to increase Imminent Danger Pay (IDP) and Family Separation Allowance (FSA) being awarded to service members deployed in support of the Iraqi conflict.  The Senate plan calls for IDP to be increased to $225 (+$75) a month and for FSA to be increased to $250 (+$150) a month.  This proposed plan will still need to be passed by the House of Representatives and then receive final approval by the President.  The good news is that the current proposed plan calls for the increase to be retroactive to 1 October 2002, and to remain in effect until 30 September 2003.

     I want to reiterate again that both the awards and the pay increase will take a whiled before final approval and implementation.  We will do all that we can ensure that everyone receives precisely what they deserve!

     In closing, we greatly appreciate your love and support and cannot thank the Key Volunteer Network enough for their volunteer efforts that allow us to remain focused on our important mission at hand.  Please be confident that we miss you very much and greatly look forward to returning to your loving arms.

     I steadfastly remain….

                                          Serving god and Country,

R. A. HAWKINS

                                                          Sergeant Major

  U. S. Marine Corps

