The Battle We Just Can’t Seem to Win

By Chaplain Mike Wietecha

The U.S. military did a fantastic job in the battle for the liberation of Iraq but closer to home here in our camp at Kuwait, there is a battle that we just can’t seem to win.  It is the battle against the accumulation of dust in our tents.  Now we do have wooden floors in most of the tents and we do have the most important weapon for this battle: The Broom!  Everyday the tents have to be swept out, as the dust just seems to materialize out of thin air.  I know that a lot of it is brought in on the bottom of the boots.  In that attack on our tents, the dust is very similar to the dust and dirt in the US that comes in on our children’s shoes.  But we also have something unique here called the “dust storm”.  No matter how clean you think you have your tent, a dust storm can blow through and leave a fine dust coating over all of your gear.  You can try to secure the hatches, but it doesn’t help because the dust is so fine that it makes its way through the seams, cracks, and small holes in the tent.


Now recently we all had to put up mosquito netting around our cots.  I have come to believe that mosquito netting is in close alliance with the dust.  These two are working closely together in this battle that we just can’t seem to win.  The mosquito netting is very fine and the dust settles on it and every time we shift it up to climb into our cots to go to sleep, the dust does a full scale assault on us.  Tables are coated with dust, opened care packages are infiltrated with dust, the floor gets covered with dust, and of course the cot and sleeping bags get covered with dust.  Some days it may just be a small coating but other days, after a huge dust storm, it is much thicker.  So this battle will be ongoing, and considering that everywhere we look is dust and the wind will not stop blowing, I truly believe this is a battle that we cannot win.  God Bless.

