To our 2d Medical Battalion Family:

       I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to all of you. During the last two and a half months, your

loved ones have worked hard delivering super health care services to our fellow Marines and Sailors at Camp Fox. Their focus on the job at hand and personal achievements were largely due to your efforts.  By sending e-mail, letters, and care packages your loved ones knew their professional contributions were being noticed and appreciated by you and the nation.  In addition, your constant encouragements allowed our Marines and Sailors to gain the confidence they needed to perform their duties knowing that you were "OK" at home, and that their overall efforts could mean a quick and early end to the war.

        I also want to express my sincere appreciation to Mrs. Kari Laws and the rest of the 2d Medical Battalion KVN team!!!  Kari and her team have worked tirelessly ensuring the Battalion's KVN program are meeting your needs and getting the word out on all issues. I can't thank her and her volunteers for their hard work and dedication.  Believe me, you folks are making a difference. 

        All of you can be very proud of your Marines and Sailors. Throughout the deployment, members of our 2d Medical Battalion family have been "in harms way" and performed magnificently under very challenging conditions.  Many others provided Corpsmen coverage in convoy's, helo-lift evolutions, and other tactical missions thereby allowing Marines to do their job confidently knowing that "Doc" was nearby.  Enough cannot be said of our 2d Medical Battalion Marines, many of them spent countless hours behind the wheel of a field ambulance or tactical vehicle, manning a radio, pulling security rounds, and providing logistical support for the Battalion.   Their contributions made it possible for our Surgical Companies, Shock Trauma

Platoons, and the Group Aid Station to meet the mission.  Without our

Marines, we could not move, communicate, and obtain external logistical

support.

        As you know, all hostilities have ceased in Iraq and preliminary planning is underway for our eventual return to Camp Lejeune and as soon as I have some details, I will pass them onto the XO.  I ask that you be patient.

        Thank you again.  Enjoy today's special activities.  You're in our constant thoughts and prayers. 

Sincerely yours,

CDR Ben Feril, MSC, USN

Commanding Officer

