Greetings from Camp Coyote!  After a few weeks of on again, off again flights, the entire group from 1st Medical Battalion finally made it to Kuwait.  We welcomed into our battalion two companies of personnel from 2nd Medical Battalion, Camp Lejeune as well as augments from NMC San Diego, NH Camp Pendleton, NH Oak Harbor, NH Corpus Christi, NH Pensacola, NH Jacksonville and NH Camp Lejeune.  It took a few moves but we finally settled into two separate camps.  Alpha Company is established at one site and is busy seeing patients.  They see all the patients (accidents and injuries) that the FSSG and Division units cannot treat at their Health Service Detachments/Battalion Aid Stations.  The remainder of Health Services Battalion is at a separate camp where they keep very busy training with the Shock Trauma Platoons (STP) and Forward Resuscitative Surgery Systems (FRSS).  The weather is quite pleasant during the day but gets rather chilly at night.  We have sandstorms every few days and even had a major hailstorm the other afternoon when a cold front moved through.  The camps have hot showers but water has been in limited supply so we get to take "Navy showers" which amount to around 3 minutes per person.  There is a contractor who brings breakfast and dinner to our chow tent.  The food's not bad but the menu lacks some variety - chicken or beef, rice or potatoes and always there is cake.  The companies have been very busy receiving their gear, testing the equipment, training on the use of night vision goggles for driving, GPS for navigation, radio communications as well as lots of medical training.  I can't forget to mention our nearly daily NBC alarms that cause us to don our gas masks.  We have many false alarms but all the practice has raised our confidence level in how quickly we can be ready in case the alarm is for real.  The biggest complaint has been lack of telephone and email access. There are no commercial phones available for use and it is next to impossible to get a free line to call out on the tactical phone. Email access is few and far between and access depends on camp location.  It took three weeks just for the headquarters section of the battalion to get a tactical phone and email.  Once we move forward, there will be little to no email so families, please understand this will happen so do not expect emails, just letters.  It is amazing to see the amount of mail that comes in as well as goes out of the battalion on a daily basis.  Mail takes about 10-12 days from the states though many people currently have missing packages they know were sent from loved ones.  My guess is the snow storms on the east coast as well as the sheer volume of mail coming in may have delayed the arrival.   I cannot speak directly to what the personnel who are attached to units other than the Surgical Companies are up to.  I have run into quite a few people from Camp Pendleton and they are all doing the same thing - either seeing patients at sick call or training, training, training.  Until next time,
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