Letter for Key Volunteers:

Hello KVs!  Hope all is well on the home front.  Our crew is doing very well in the desert and has performed its mission as true professionals.  We had some challenges after our first movement – among which were dealing with a very nasty sandstorm and a temporary gear shortage.  The team pulled together along with our STP and FRSS personnel and we got through a difficult but rewarding first week here.  Over the last week, the weather has really heated up.  We are now seeing temperatures break 100 degrees and when combined with sandstorms – well – you can imagine the rest.  At this point – we do have field showers and are receiving two hot meals a day.  There is also a PX in the camp next door.  We had a 53 (a very large Marine helicopter) in our landing zone during the week that blew over the field showers and left four of our men exposed.  We thought they were trying to go back to the days of the Garden of Eden.  People are finding many things to do to keep morale up.  Many have DVDs and use their computers to have evening movie times.  Personnel are getting the opportunity to call home again and, as always, playing cards and chess are very popular.  Church services are still well attended and probably will increase in number as we get closer to Easter.  It has been exciting to see the progress of the war going so well.  Perhaps that will mean getting home sooner – but no need to speculate now.  Hopefully success will continue and casualties will remain low.  Our Marines and soldiers have been terrific.  Their spirits are generally high when I have visited them in our wards, etc., and though injured or wounded, they still want to get back to their units.  

In the near future, our plan is to send out a Company newsletter via email.  Stay tuned for that one.  Keep up the great support on the home front.  It means a lot to us.

Very respectfully,

Chaplain Rinaldi    

