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1st Force Service Support Group
Key Volunteer Newsletter

26 March 2003


From the Commanding General 

Over the past four months 1st FSSG has worked hard to establish our base of operations in northern Kuwait. We are now engaged in Operation Iraqi Freedom. The Marines and Sailors of 1st FSSG are performing magnificently ensuring that the units of 1st Marine Expeditionary Force have what they need to complete the mission.  The rate of advance into Iraq has been rapid, but our logistical trains of supplies are keeping up with tempo of operations - a remarkable achievement.


Currently, the Marines and Sailors of CSSG-11 are supporting the 1st Marine Division with the supplies, transportation, and medical support they need to conduct combat operations. The Marines and Sailors of CSSG-15 along with CSSB-12 and CSSB-18 are the hubs of our logistics operations coordinating the flow and redistribution of supplies in Southern Iraq.  The Transportation Support Group is on the road -- rapidly moving supplies from Kuwait to locations in Southern Iraq. Our 6th, 7th, and 8th Engineer Support Battalions are in various locations in Southern Iraq doing vital work opening damaged roads, repairing bridges, operating water productions sites, and constructing a vital fuel pipeline. 


We all want you to know that we miss you very much and are looking forward to coming home.  We are proud of you for what you are doing in our absence.  Keep strong, stay healthy, and take care of yourself while we are away.  Thank you for your continued support, love, and prayers.






Semper Fi!

                                                                       





E. G. USHER III

KVN Family Readiness Guidance


Many of you may have heard from your loved ones over mail, e-mail, or telephone. They will keep contacting you as much as they can, but as combat operations have begun, please understand that they may not be able to contact you as easily or as often.  Please use our trained Key Volunteers for your information needs.  They will pass valid official information from the command.  Try not to rely on the rumor mill for your information.  If you receive informal information and you want it validated, bring it to the attention of your Key Volunteer or your Family Readiness Officer.  By using the chain of command, everyone will stay informed and no one will be left in the dark.  If you leave your residence for the duration of the deployment, please keep your contact information updated with your KVC and Family Readiness Officer.  We need this updated contact information in case important information needs to be passed.

When the major deployments got underway in January and February, the nights here in Kuwait were cold and the days were cool.  As March came, so did the heat.  Daytime temperatures have risen into the high 80s and the nights are warming up.  We see more rain here than in California!  The wind is another story.  On the days when gusts can reach speeds of 40 miles an hour, the wind kicks up sand, dust and sometimes tents.


Your Marines and Sailors love to receive mail, so keep sending those long distance hellos from the states.  Care packages full of snacks, magazines and hygiene gear are great to receive.  When sending packages, keep in mind that sending them insured or certified will delay them.  Smaller boxes have a better chance of a more speedy delivery.  You should expect small packages to take 21-45 days and larger packages sent by fourth class or parcel post to take 60-90 days because they travel by ship.  Normal letters, on the other hand, should take no more than 3 weeks.


If any of you are having trouble with financial or legal issues because of an old or missing power of attorney, we have legal services out here who can help your Marine or Sailor complete that and send it home. Please contact one of our Key Volunteers for assistance.


Since March 10, we’ve had 39 civilian broadcast and print media living with the 1st FSSG as embedded media.  Most units in the theater have embedded media, and you may have seen some of this first-hand reporting on TV or in newspapers.  We have Riverside Press-Enterprise with 7th ESB from the local Southern California area, but a host of other U.S. and international media with our other units.  A separate list of our embedded media and their Web sites is included with this letter so you know what people are with us.
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