7 May 03

Combat operations have ceased but our medical units are still actively employed treating Marines and Sailors who have been in motor vehicle accidents, injured by unexploded ordnance or have come down with a bad case of gastrointestinal illness.  Some of our units have retrograded to Kuwait while others are forwarded deployed in Iraq supporting the 1st Marine Division.  Many rumors are circulating concerning our pending redeployment stateside.  Much of the retrograde planning is still being worked and dates are not final.  What I can pass is that approximately 130 personnel from Charlie Surgical Company, Forward Resuscitative Surgical System (FRSS) #1, #2, #3, and #5 as well as Shock Trauma Platoons #7, #8 and #9 will be staying until August as part of Brigade Service Support Group 1 (BSSG-1) in support of the Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB).   Our unit must also leave in Kuwait a detachment of personnel to assist in the maintenance and retrograde of our equipment.  As I previously stated, plans are not final but I anticipate the personnel not mentioned in the groups listed above will return from deployment by the end of June.   This is not set in stone but is the best estimate I can provide at this time.  The Key Volunteer Network will be working with the Battalion at Camp Pendleton to schedule home coming events and to pass the word when firm flight dates are received.  As a final note, I want to personally thank you for your show of support in the many packages and letters you have sent to the Battalion.  They were well received and greatly appreciated.  I look forward to bringing the Battalion home safely and as soon as possible.  

Commander Greg Huet

Commanding Officer, Health Services Battalion

