4 May 2003

Dear Key Volunteers:

Greetings from Iraq!!  I wanted to provide you an update on what the

Marines and Sailors of CSSB-10 are doing here at our current location in the town of Ad Diwaniyah.  Morale is high due to the fact that the quality of life for our Marines and Sailors has taken a monumental leap forward.  The establishment of showers, laundry units, one hot meal per day in a homemade dining facility, and a just opened PX have everyone's spirits riding high.  It is almost like a small 29 Palms.well..not quite!  We have established a small "internet café" and the Marines and Sailors have a little more access to our satellite phones (although there are still not enough to go around for each company).  You should have noticed a marked improvement in communications over the past few weeks.  This in itself has caused some problems (as you know) with the multiple return date rumors floating around.  Again, I have to reiterate that unless it comes from me, the information is just a rumor or idle gossip.

We do have some rough timelines for the return of our Marines and

Sailors.  Here is what I know:

Advance Party 1: Depart 1st week of May.

Advance Party 2: Depart 3d week of May.

Main Body of CSSB-10: Depart Mid-June.

CSSB-10 personnel who just transferred to BSSG-1 will have a later return date.

These timelines could change, but are the best estimates that we have right now.

The advance party 1 consists of four CSSG-1 personnel who will prepare for operations upon return to MCAGCC.  The advance party 2 will consist of approximately 20 command and control personnel needed to stand up CSSB-10 at 29 Palms and also some personnel that originate at Camp Pendleton/Reserve Units so they can arrange for reception of the rest of their personnel.  There will still be some CSSG-1 personnel and many Camp Pendleton based Marines who will remain in Iraq until August.  The names are not yet final, but should be in the next two days.  We had to split our battalion because CSSG-11 reorganized into BSSG-1 and has the follow-on mission to support the remaining 1st Marine Division battalions that will remain behind to conduct security operations in several towns around Central Iraq.  Not everyone in CSSB-10 was needed for the mission.  The decision to keep people in country was based upon the MOS needs of BSSG-1, CSSB-10 29 Palms stand-up needs, and volunteers.

Our days are kept busy still supporting the 1st Marine Division, preparing ourselves and our people for the return home, and sightseeing trips to the nearby ancient city of Babylon.  We even challenged the local town soccer team to a match this afternoon and we expect a few thousand of the townspeople to attend!

We received word that upon our return to 29 Palms we will keep the name CSSB-10 and retire the name CSSG-1.  Additionally, BGen Usher will reorganize the 1st FSSG to look very similar to the structure that we now have for war.

Well, that is what I know.  I will continue to pass information as it becomes available.  I want to thank you for all your hard work and determination that ensured our success on the battlefield…you played a direct role in the readiness of CSSB-10.  We were highly successful in providing innovative logistics support to the 1st Marine Division.  In fact, future Marine Corps logistics units will use many of the innovations developed by CSSB-10 for years to come.  You can be proud that you were a key part of our collective success!!

Semper Fidelis and

God Bless,

LtCol Bob Weinkle

CO, CSSB-10
