On behalf of the Commanding Officer, LtCol Brent Goddard, Key Volunteer Situation Report Number 1

Greetings from Camp Goodwrench, Tactical Assembly Area, Camp Fox, Kuwait, updated          7 March 2003.

This is my first situation report for the families of those Marines and Sailors deployed in support of the Marine Logistics Command.  

To start off, let me thank all of our families and friends for their support and help during the deployment phase.  Maintenance Battalion has been working non-stop since 26 December 2002 in an effort to ensure that our supported deploying units moved forwarded at a high state of readiness, which equates to saved lives on the battlefield.  We could not have been as successful in these deployment preparations if it had not been for the outstanding support of our spouses and families.  I know that it has not been easy but again, thank you for your support.   

Our trip to Camp Goodwrench was a long one, over 20 hours for most of our Marines.  Even though we had a lot of waiting around and down time, they accepted that challenge with patience and humor.

Our camp is finally coming together.  All the Marines are off the ground now and sleeping on cots.  A few nights ago was my first night on a cot, and my old aching bones thought that it was Christmas.  The food has been good, even though the menu is limited.  We have either chicken and beef for dinner or beef and chicken.  At least it is hot and there are no dirty dishes to do.  We are also blessed with hot showers, and the porta-jons are staying clean.  I do think that the gas mask will become required necessity when the temperature reaches 120 though.  Our work spaces are coming together as well.  The Marines are done digging scud bunkers and are ready to fix stuff once again.

Overall, everything is going very well.  Motivation is extremely high, and the Marines have not complained at all.  Everyone is focused on the mission, wants to get it done, and then return home.  I am very proud of all the Marines and what they have accomplished so far.  We will continue to keep each other safe.






Semper Fi, 






B. P. GODDARD

