2 May 2003

Message from the Commanding Officer

Families of 2d MP Bn,

I'd like to take this opportunity to personally thank you all for your wonderful support while we have been deployed here in the Southwest Asia desert.  

From news reports you witnessed our Coalition forces make history in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  We are now transitioning to stabilization and humanitarian assistance, aimed at winning the peace, now that the major hostilities have ended.  

The weather here continues to get warmer.  Highs have been in the 90s for several weeks.  We have had quite of few days of temperatures over 100 degrees.  In May, the average high temperature is 101 and will remain over 100 degrees for several months.  Fortunately the humidity is low.  The evenings and mornings still remain relatively cool.  We have air-conditioning in our sleep tents and many of our work tents.  Most Marines in 2d MP Bn work outside and we are doing our best to take care of them in the hot weather.  We also have access to hot showers, a modest weight room, hot food, and even a small PX. 

Please know that your Marines are working hard and doing a great job as we continue to support this historic endeavor.  Your support and understanding continues to sustain us and allows us to focus on accomplishing the mission.

We encourage everyone to write and send emails home when they can.  Morale telephone lines have now been set up to make calls back to the states, but the capability is limited and there are a lot of Marines and Sailors wanting to call.

Rest assured we expect to leave as soon as the mission is complete and we can load Marines, Sailors, and our equipment aboard transportation home.  Unfortunately, I can't give you a date when we will be home.  The redeployment of our Marines, Sailors, and our equipment is a time consuming task and consequently will take a number of months to accomplish.  I also expect that Marines will not all come home at the same time and there will be a gradual return over a period of time.  

We are all looking forward to our return home.  We love and miss you all immensely.  Our thoughts are often of our families and we will return as soon as possible.

                              Sincerely,

                              C. B. MARTIN

                              LtCol, USMC

                              Commanding Officer

