[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]


IRAQI 
[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.png]


FLAG HERE 
8th Engineer Support Battalion 2nd Force Service Support Group





Bn Cmdr’s Corner





By


Lt. Colonel


Rick Nelson





Well it’s week 5 for some and week 2 for others, but all are adapting well to the new surroundings.  We started our week with a Bridge Competition, followed by a number of camp improvements.  Most impressive has been our maintenance Marines who have worked relentlessly to repair our equipment.  No job has been to tough for them, regardless of the lack of indoor space, the sandstorms, NBC drills, and other routines that inhibit their efforts.  CONT: pg 2






























































Continued on page 2





A Word From Your Chaplain





By Chaplain Ortiz





Who is the boss?





We have been created in a wonderful and perfect way. Our brain is capable of supporting millions of functions, hundreds of them simultaneously and automatically. One of those complex functions is the ability to think and see images in our mind. That helps us to function effectively. There is no limit to what we can accomplish.


Continued on page 3
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BRIDGE COMPANY CHARLIE: WORKHORSES OF THE DESERT





By 2nd Lt. Schouten





    8th Engineer Assault Bridge Battalion, the Marine Corps’s first ever Bridge Battalion, began training in the desert of Kuwait shortly after setting up our camp and getting settled in.  The majority of this training has been focused on bridging, constructing the Medium Girder Bridge (MGB) to be specific.  The MGB is a standard bridge that spans both wet or dry gaps.  
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Iraq


Facts & Figures





Population: 23,331,985	Capital: Baghdad





Semi-official exchange rate: 1,000 Iraqi Dinars per US$1.


Largest Cities (by population):


Baghdad	7,346,000    Irbil		479,000


Al Basrah	1,851,000    An Najaf		423,000


Mosul		1,200,000    As Sulayamaniyah	394,000


Kirkuk		   535,000    Al Hillah		279,000


Environment:


    Iraq’s infrastructure, damaged during the Gulf War, fails to meet basic sanitation and environmental health needs. More than half the population obtains water from polluted sources. Housing shortages and displaced persons are prevalent in most cities. Extreme heat, intense sunlight, blowing dust, scarce water, and large quantities of unexploded ordinance littering the desert present significant risk. Summer temperatures exceeding 109 F degrees contribute to heat stress in unacclimated individuals. Except in the mountainous northeast, dust storms occur throughout the country. Severe cold and low barometric pressures in the northeast mountains present risks of cold injuries and mountain sickness. Air, water, and soil pollution from industrial and domestic sources also present risk. 











MRE Of The Week


Beef Enchilada in sauce


Mexican Rice


Vegetables Crackers w/Jalapeno Cheese


Chocolate Chip Cookies


Cherry Flavor Beverage Powder


RATING     OUT OF 5
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Quote Of The Week


“Freedom has a flavor the protected will never know.”





LCPL Rowland





� EMBED PBrush  ���





Lt Col Nelson decided to have an MGB competition among the three bridge companies.  The competition called for the construction of a 12-Bay Double Story Bridge over a 90-foot gap. After winning a coin toss, Bridge Charlie took a rest and observed a close match as Bridge Alpha and Bridge Bravo initiated the competition.  On site media reporters from local and international newspapers and television stations were scattered across the bridge site filming, photographing, and interviewing Marines throughout the competition.
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