April 1, 2003

Dear Friends and Families:


There have been a great many changes over here since my last note to you.  Since that time, many of our Marines and Sailors in 2d Force Service Support Group have crossed the border North into Iraq.   I know that this has been a very trying time for all of you as news of casualties trickled back.   We have been extraordinarily fortunate not to have lost a single Marine or Sailor.  In fact with the exception of the normal number of bumps, bruises and contusions, your deployed loved ones are healthy.  My most fervent hope is that we can bring each one of them back in the same condition as when they deployed.


You can tell from watching CNN that the last few days fighting have been tough....as tough as most of us have ever seen.  At the same time, I have to tell you that I am in awe of the men and women who make up this unit.  The fortitude, endurance, good cheer under pressure and mission focus have been extraordinary.  Each person here wants to do their very best, not for themselves but for their friends and companions.  No one wants to let anyone else down and this shared feeling has the effect of raising the performance of every Marine and Sailor to an unheard of level.  


So how do we spend our days and nights when we aren't working?  Well for most of us, there is little free time but when we have free moments the conversations invariably turn to those we left behind.   The little bits of news you send from home are precious to us.  The funny stories, the dogwood in the yard in bloom, the opening day of little league, the acceptance letter to college--these are shared in small groups.  Photos are passed around.  Stories are told.  We miss our families but we are also proud of you because you are clearly doing everything possible to support us and to prepare for the day when we come home once more.  


Other than victory in this war, I have only one other goal and that is to ensure that I do everything in my power to bring that special person in your life home safe and sound.  You have my pledge that there is nothing here more important.  


Your loved ones are doing an extraordinary job.  Be proud of their contribution and understand that they love you very much.  We don't know when we will be finished here but we do know that we all look forward to the day when our work is done and we return.  Until then, know that we are taking care of one another and we are stronger for the support we receive from you at home.

                            Semper Fidelis,

                             Mike Lehnert

                             BGen USMC  

