2nd FSSG (Forward) Key Volunteer Status Letter


April 21, 2003

11:00 A.M. (Local Time)

To our Friends, Families, and Loved Ones:

This is the seventh letter since your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (FSSG), Forward, deployed.  

We have all been so impressed with the efforts of all of our Armed Forces.  While there have been tremendous successes and incredible achievement, there is still a great deal to be done.  We remain very busy mostly.  At times for some however, there are lulls, or breaks.  We are all playing our roles, and fulfill our portion of the overall mission by providing our skills to Marines in the area.  

From the bringing down of statues of a totalitarian regime, to the rescue of our own POW’s, Marines have yet again displayed what it means to be one of the Few and Proud.  We are proud to be a part of history; especially within the context of a just and moral cause.  Oppression is naturally suffocating to people, and when Marines roll into cities, it is obvious by the cheering and hugs, that the Iraqi people have been under the rule of terror for some time.  Simultaneously, we have all collectively taken a huge step forward in helping to stabilize a very dangerous part of the world that directly threatens our security at home.  For all of us, it is a pleasure, and gratifying to serve and help to correct this.  

We are also certain that our families have noticed less regularity in morale calls and emails.  This is normal. The lines remain heavily congested, and while we all seek to remain in close contact with our family and friends back home, it is important to understand the natural shift in priorities at moments like these.  The mail is also lagging, unfortunately.  The postal Marines are likely some of the busiest in the area.  They always find a way however, to get the mail to the correct person.

We still move around quite a bit.  Most Marines and Sailors in the 2d FSSG (Forward) are temporarily assigned.  That is, the mailing address last sent to you by your Marine/Sailor is likely the easiest way to discern if they are still attached to this Command.  Many have shifted, and returned, back to their parent (or permanent) battalion’s.  

Again, you can check out this letter via phone at 910-451-3774.  You can also view the letters via the website:  http://www.lejeune.usmc.mil/2dfssg/.  Go to the bottom of the page and find the "Family Readiness" link.  Then hit the link that reads "Messages from the 2D FSSG FORWARD."  

Again, keep those letters coming.  We are all writing as frequently as we can and encourage you to do the same.  U.S. Mail services are always ongoing.  

From Your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (Forward).
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