2nd FSSG (Forward) Key Volunteer Status Letter


February 09, 2003

10:00 A.M. (Local Time)

To our Friends, Families, and Loved Ones:

This is the fourth letter since your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (FSSG), Forward, deployed.  

We remain busy with work here in Kuwait.  While our primary mission drives our schedules, we also spend time training, cleaning weapons, and our workspaces.  When there is some free time, it is filled by a variety of chores; from everyone pitching in to clean up and maintain our camp, to turning in and picking up laundry.    

The weather has continued to challenge us.  Temperate climates have yielded to some cool days with hard rains and high winds.  We do the best we can and try to keep in mind that things promise to warm up shortly.  

As we continue to settle in, we have made our camp more comfortable.  Our combat engineers have been real busy, building benches, tables, shelves and cabinets.  It seems we go through wood here rather quickly.  We even had our combat engineers build a camp sign, and had a gifted Marine draw up a logo for our camp, which we’ve named Camp Yankee.  We think it is a patriotic name.  Here is a photo of the sign:
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CAMP YANKEE

Recently, we had a historic visit from the Commandant of the Marine Corps, and the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps.  Our Commandant, General Hagee as many may know, is a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, serving and advising our President and Secretary of Defense.  The Commandant was joined by the senior enlisted Marine of our Corps, Sergeant Major McMichael.  Both Marines flew into Kuwait from Washington D.C. and toured our areas and part of our camp.  Some pictures below capture their visit:
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COMMANDANT AND SERGEANT MAJOR OF THE MARINE CORPS

The Commandant began with a talk to a formation of Marines.  He was followed by the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps.  Later, they both conducted a promotion ceremony for a Marine who asked for the honor of being promoted by our Commandant.  
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COMMANDANT CONDUCTS PROMOTION CEREMONY

Next, our Commandant and Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps walked amongst the Marines spoke to them individually, in small groups and even took the time for group photos.  
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We had a great time and were honored by the visit.  The 2D FSSG (Fwd) Marines were the first Marines in Kuwait to receive a visit from our Commandant.  

 Again, you can check out this letter via phone at 910-451-3774.  You can also view the letters via the website:  http://www.lejeune.usmc.mil/2dfssg/.  Go to the bottom of the page and find the "Family Readiness" link.  Then hit the link that reads "Messages from the 2D FSSG FORWARD."  

Again, keep those letters coming.  We are all writing as frequently as we can and encourage you to do the same.  

From Your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (Forward).
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