2nd FSSG (Forward) Key Volunteer Status Letter


January 28, 2003

9:00 P.M. (Local Time)

To our Friends, Families, and Loved Ones:

This is the third letter since your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (FSSG), Forward, deployed.  

Our camp is definitely becoming a home away from home now.  We have a Chapel setup, our chow hall of course, and a tent where we are able to watch television and movies.  Some got to watch the Super Bowl live while others who could not, can watch the recorded game.   

The climate has been moderate for the most part.  Temperatures have been averaging in the mid 70’s and during the evenings it gets down to the low and mid 40’s.  It has definitely been chilly in the evenings.  

The desert environment definitely takes getting used to.  However, it always seems that sunrises and sunsets are more striking when we are all so far from home.  Below are a few snapshots that give a great portrait of some of our surroundings.
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BEDOUIN TENTS
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SUNRISE IN THE DESERT

We have even experienced some extreme weather recently.  This is certainly the rainy season here in the Persian Gulf region, but we seem to have received quite a bit more rain than normal; even several downpours.  It seems strange, when it rains in the desert.  We believe there will actually be more rain shortly.  Our tents are holding up well, as we dig trenches around them to protect us from the weather.  Just as disrupting, windstorms can cause difficulties for us.  After a significant windstorm, it seems we are dusting off for days.  These weather events affect our equipment and us both.  It is a challenge, but we are up to it.  

The food in our chow hall is definitely not as good as home cooking, but it is hot.  We eat breakfast and dinner at the chow hall, and a dehydrated Meal, Ready to Eat (MRE) each afternoon.  While we cannot complain much about the chow here, we always do (grin)…. we all find ourselves sharing the food many Marines have been receiving from our families and loved ones back home, as the CARE packages began flowing in force.  The variety of food in the CARE packages is impressive.  We see a range as diverse as our country itself; from Mexican foods out west to the northeastern delicatessens.  Mom’s cookies are always a big hit however, and we always recommend more of those be sent out here to us all.

 You can check out this letter via phone at 910-451-3774.  You can also view the letters via the website:  http://www.lejeune.usmc.mil/2dfssg/.  Go to the bottom of the page and find the "Family Readiness" link.  Then hit the link that reads "Messages from the 2D FSSG FORWARD."  

Again, keep those letters coming.  We are all writing as frequently as we can and encourage you to do the same.  

From Your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (Forward).
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