2nd FSSG (Forward) Key Volunteer Status Letter


January 12, 2003

9:00 P.M. (Local Time)

To our Friends, Families, and Loved Ones:

This is the second letter since your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (FSSG), Forward, deployed.  

Unfortunately, we experienced two, separate accidents yesterday, 11 January 2003.  Our Executive Officer and Physician have notified all relevant families and next of kin.  The first accident involved 2 trucks being driven by Marines, where one struck the other from the rear.  The passenger in the rear vehicle sustained minor abrasions and bruises while the driver sustained nose and facial injuries.  These injuries require specialty care that is not available here in Kuwait, so we have evacuated this Marine to an U.S. Air Force base in Germany last night.  We are keeping his family informed as to his progress. 

The second accident involved a Marine who lost his balance on the bed of a truck, when he fell and struck his head.  This caused a head injury.  He is being monitored at the same qualified Kuwaiti hospital and is being prepared for evacuation and specialty care to the same U.S. Air Force base in Germany.  Again, this Marine’s family and next of kin are being kept informed as the situation develops.

While we regret any injury to our Marines, we feel it important to relay this information in order to keep everyone informed.  Be assured, each of these Marines received immediate attention at the scene by our Naval Corpsmen and thereafter by our Medical Officer at the hospital.  They are being cared for in appropriate facilities under the supervision of American physicians.  We are all doing the best we can for our injured Marines; however, these are sobering reminders that what we do is dangerous.  We will continue to reinforce safety as we execute our mission here.

Our camp is slowly coming together.  We have many of the creature comforts of home.  For example, since our arrival here, we have lived in Bedouin tents.  Bedouins are regional tribesmen who once dominated the Arabian world.  Today, modern technology and culture is scaling down the Bedouin lifestyle and culture.  We fit approximately 12-15 Marines/Sailors in each Bedouin tent.  The tent is powered with lights, contains space heaters (which admittedly do not do much, but do take the edge off the morning chill), and also, we are happy to report that we have wooden flooring in every tent.

Daytime temperatures have been averaging in the mid 70’s and during the evening it gets down to the low and mid 40’s.  There is lots of sand and dust around, and we are always having issues with our equipment and the environment.  For the most part however, we have been fortunate with the weather; we expect dramatically higher temperatures soon, so we are trying to make the most of the moderate climate for now.

We had our first Sunday here at the camp together recently.  Church services were offered for all hands.  With so many things happening as we try and settle in, we even had a special visit from the Chaplain of the Marine Corps.  Rear Admiral, Father Iasiello visited the Marines and Sailors of the 2D FSSG (Fwd) on 7 January 2003.  The Chaplain of the Marine Corps is the principle spiritual leader in the Marine Corps and advisor to our Commandant.  During his visit, Rear Admiral Iasiello toured the camp and spoke with our Marines and Sailors.  He later administered mass. We snapped a picture below:
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CHAPLAIN IASIELLO LEADING MASS

As we set up our respective tent living and work areas, it was interesting to see the individual detachment’s personalities…  We have attached some pictures below as examples: 
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MARINES ON SECURITY POST
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CARGO-HANDLING MARINES

We are all working very hard and again find ourselves deployed where letters and packages mean so much.  Mail is beginning to flow in at a steady rate, and it helps so very much.  Marines are being looked after by our Medical Detachment Sailors.  There are certainly issues regarding the weather and desert environment that cause sinus infections and headaches as we acclimatize to the region.  In any case, our Sailors are just awesome, and look after us.  Even out here, they continue to stick and prod us with a variety of immunizations.  
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DOC LOOKING AFTER A 2D FSSG (FWD) MARINE

Another milestone event we experienced was the first raising of our Flag since we got into Kuwait.  Seeing Old Glory raises spirits, and as many Marines here put it:  “…it is the most beautiful sight in the world.” Out here, deployed, we all understand fully, that our Flag not only represents our Nation, but our unity, communities, families, friends, and our way of life.  We are here to ensure that continues; and it will.  
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CO AND XO RAISE U.S. AND KUWAITI COLORS

Don’t forget, you can check out this letter via phone at 910-451-3774.  You can also view the letters via the website:  http://www.lejeune.usmc.mil/2dfssg/.  Go to the bottom of the page and find the "Family Readiness" link.  Then hit the link that reads "Messages from the 2D FSSG FORWARD."  

Again, keep those letters coming.  We are all writing as frequently as we can and encourage you to do the same.  

From Your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (Forward).
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