January 2, 2003

9:30 A.M. (Local Time)

To our Friends, Families, and Loved Ones:

This is the first letter since your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (FSSG), Forward, recently deployed.  While being deployed overseas is always hard on our families, Marines deploying on short notice during the Holidays, is even tougher.  We are pleased to say however, that each and every Marine and Sailor arrived safely here in Kuwait.  The flights may have been grueling (ranging from 1-1/2 to 3 days of travel), but we made it all in one piece and managed to begin setting up our tent camp.  

Our intent is to send our families a letter such as this one, every 7 to 10 days in order to keep everyone back home up to date with the 2nd FSSG (Forward) Marines and Sailors operating in Kuwait.  We will share assorted information ranging from living conditions to significant events and whatever we believe may assist our families back home in a practical way.  This may include information on our everyday activities or financial matters concerning tax preparation.

We’ve noticed the effects of the jet lag and after only 2-3 days, we are beginning to get back on track.  There are three words to describe the Persian Gulf region:  sunny, sandy, and sensational.  While we are living in somewhat austere conditions, for the most part, we have everything we need and are doing just fine with food, laundry, showers and the like.  

We understand that you all support us completely; and we believe in what we are doing, safeguarding our nation and families, is the central purpose for this deployment.  This happens to be one of those rare opportunities that we believe has the potential to affect the future of our friends and families in a positive way for decades to come. 

We’ll write again shortly, as we continue to settle in.  In the meanwhile, we are trying to make information available via a variety of means.  If you are reading this on a hard-copy letter, you may look at our unrestricted web site (http://www.lejeune.usmc.mil/2dfssg) that offers limited information such as this letter.  A voice recording of this letter will also be available at the following phone:  (910) 451-3774.  Please be patient as we settle in, more information will be made available to you regarding your Marines and Sailors.  As you may also know, when deployed Marines and Sailors send personal letters back home, first class personal letters are mailed postage-free.  As a reminder, you are encouraged to send our mail to the address in the below EXAMPLE:

Sgt John Doe

2D FSSG (FORWARD) (Insert your Marine’s Section/Detachment here)

Unit 75009

FPO AE 09509-5009

We are all writing as frequently as we can and encourage you to do the same.  

From Your Marines and Sailors of the 2nd Force Service Support Group (Forward)

