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Throughout history the USMC has forged a reputation for taking care of its own.  During Operation Iraqi Freedom I and II, injured Marines returned stateside to hospitals and rehabilitation centers throughout our nation.  The location of these hospitals often necessitated that spouses, parents and loved ones travel great distances to be with their Marine during this physically and emotionally trying time.  These families faced unexpected and significant costs in lodging, travel, food and basic necessities, and it became apparent that resources to help defer these costs were lacking.  The Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund was established to alleviate the additional hardships placed on these families, and in doing so, strives to uphold a bedrock of Marine philosophy: we take care of our own.

Case 1

This Lieutenant was critically injured during combat operations in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Due to the specialized nature of his injuries, he was hospitalized at Brooke Army Hospital in Texas, instead of closer to his Camp Pendleton, California duty station. His wife, pregnant with their second child, found lodging at the local Fisher House, but lost her room due to her own hospitalization when she went into pre-term labor two months before her due date.  She delivered a 4 lb baby girl who afterward required neonatal intensive care.  Their first child, a 4-year-old diagnosed with Down’s syndrome, was staying with grandparents 3 hours away.   By the time the Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund was contacted regarding this family, the Lieutenant had already been through eight surgeries in attempts to save his leg.  The continued transportation, lodging, hospitalization and daily living costs including child care had proven to be a burden for their single income budget.

Case 2

The Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund received the following letter from a Marine Captain, about an injured Private First Class under his command:

“His family hails from Michigan.  His dad works the night shift and has taken time off to be at his son’s bedside in Bethesda, Maryland.  During this difficult time he has stated that he will spend all of his money, and take off as much time as possible so that he and his wife can stay by their son’s hospital bed.  The family lives a very modest life and do not have the funds to fly and pay for food and lodging under these circumstances. Needless to say, the father’s jeopardized income will have a negative affect on the rest of the family. Their son has very serious eye injuries and is currently on a ventilator in the ICU.  He has lost one eye due to shrapnel, and has shrapnel in his other eye.  The doctors cannot tell if he has lost his sight in his remaining eye due to the swelling of his face.  He has burns to his leg and groin, and has lost part of his left hand, with severe damage to his right hand.  His leg has an open fracture with major tissue damage.  In short, his recovery will be long and difficult.”       

Case 3

 During Operation Iraqi Freedom II, a Lance Corporal from Washington State sustained shrapnel wounds to both eyes, an open fracture to his leg and is currently on a ventilator at Bethesda Naval Hospital in Maryland.    Both his wife and mother have made repeated trips to Maryland.  Like so many Marine families, they have incurred huge lodging, transportation and daily living expenses while suffering a decrease in wages.  Their financial situation has been severely depressed by the ongoing care and support of their Marine’s needs.

Case 4

A Lance Corporal, who had been deployed in Operations Iraqi Freedom I and II, was injured with spinal cord wounds that caused paralysis from the waist down.  Doctors estimated a 6-month recovery stay at the VA hospital in Tampa, Florida, and long-term rehabilitation afterwards.  His mother left her home, job and family in the Dominican Republic to be at his bedside at first in Bethesda, and later Tampa.  She pays a discount rate of $40/night for lodging, which is beyond her budget.  Food and transportation costs on top of that make this an impossible financial situation for her and her family. The Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund was able to assist her when she arrived in Tampa and then again when she needed additional help a few months later. 

Case 5

Eighteen year-old Private First Class checked into his unit from boot camp only three months before deploying to Iraq in Operation Iraqi Freedom II. He suffered head and chest injuries as well as numerous shrapnel injuries to the rest of his body.  Other injuries resulted in amputations of right leg, thumb and finger on left hand.  He spent over two and a half months in the Bethesda Naval Hospital ICU, accompanied at all times by both his mother and father.   Eventually his father had to return to Colorado to take care of his seven other sons, and resume working.  His mother has rarely left his bedside.  She has been overwhelmed by the support of the Marines in the Liaison Office, but finds it very difficult to purchase food, and can travel only when a Marine volunteers to drive her.  As she remains in the immediate vicinity of the hospital, her meals are limited to the cafeteria, fast food and the Navy Exchange.  Her husband is working to support the rest of their family and can only afford to send her $200/month to help with expenses.

Case 6

A Lance Corporal M1A1 Tank loader was injured during training at the Tank Gunnery Range at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.  He was pinned between the breach and the main gun of the tank and sustained life threatening injuries to his head.  He was brought to the hospital at Camp Lejeune and then transported to the trauma unit at Pitt Memorial Hospital in Greenville, North Carolina where he remained in a coma.  The Marine Corps paid the airline costs for two of the Lance Corporal’s family members, enabling them to be at his bedside.  The Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund was able to assist this family with a grant for lodging and food for a period of two weeks.  

Case 7 

A Lance Corporal from Combat Engineer Battalion sustained a blast injury to his face and head.  The trauma caused by the shrapnel, included the loss of one eye and loss of vision in the remaining eye.  He was admitted, in a coma, to the Intensive Care Unit at Bethesda.   The father of this Marine is a factory employee in Michigan and his mother is a postal worker.  They remained at their son’s bedside even though their loss of income had made their circumstances even more troubling.  The family has benefited from the generous donation of housing by the Fisher House during the stay and the Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund has given them a grant to assist with their food and transportation costs.

Case 8

This Sergeant had sustained a lacerated liver and several penetration wounds from multiple fragments from an Improvised Explosive Device.   After a long battle for his life in the Intensive Care Unit, the Sergeant was released to the recovery floor of the hospital. He encountered a setback that put him back into the ICU and resulted in more invasive surgery.   His mother and father left their home in Georgia and have been at his bedside for his entire stay. The family has benefited from the generous donation of housing by the Fisher House during the stay and the Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund has given them a grant to assist them with their food and transportation costs.

